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Throughout his short life, in each of his
occupations, Jack London was foremost the
adventurer. From his experiences and observations
ofbrutality and savagery, he created those stories
of strong men, violence, and irony which were to
make him one of the best-known American
realistic writers. The objects displayed here were
collected by London during his lifetime.
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What often may appear to be an obvious "truth" can sometimes be
proved otherwise when that truth is examined. Such is the case with the
opening scenes and subsequent plot elements in Jack London's novel
The Sea Wolf, which too often have been assumed by researchers tc
have been drawn exclusively from Rudyard Kipling's novel Captains
Courageous .. This article will show that while London may have
borrowed some plotting ideas from Kipling, he borrowed more
abundantly from actual maritime history.
An explanation is needed to show why past critics have believed that
London used only the basic plot of Kipling's Captains Courageous as a
guide when he wrote The Sea Wolf.
First is the fact that probably more than any other writer, London was
influenced by Kipling. As a youngster London read The Light That
'Failed ·by Kipling 1 and he literally copied in longhand; the text of
Kipling's short stories until he himself wrote in a similar style. 2 Later,
when in the Klondike, "Jack walked seven miles .to borrow a copy of
·
Kipling's Seven Seas from a man camped upriver." 3
James McClintock noted stylistic and plot similarities in Kip.ling's
"Three - and an Extra" and London's "The Wife of a King," and
Kipling's "The Three Muskateers" and London's "The Death of
Ligoun. " 4 McClintock further noted that Kipling was fond of using the
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"fame story" (a story in which a narrat.',:>r relates a tale to a companion),
and that Jack London used this identical style in seven of his short
stories. 5
It is little wonder that Richard O'Conner would state of Jack London
that:
He was being compared to Kipling as an apostle of the heroic and a minstrel of brave men
contending with a savage environment. An admirer of Kipling, himself, he was not at all
displeased at being called the "Kipling of the North." 6

The second generalization which has been made by critics is that
Captains Courageous and The Sea Wolf are too similar not to have
been copied purposely. In the Kipling story a weak and pampered boy is
saved from drowning and made to work a full fishing season on an
Atlantic fishing boat, resulting in a change for the better in the boy's
physical appearance and mental outlook on life. In London's novel a
prissy and arrogant gentelemn is saved from drowning and made to work
on a Pacific sealing ship, increasing the man's physical and moral
strengths. When The Sea Wolf was released in England, Thomas Lloyd
reviewed it in the London Times ·of Sunday, January 29, 1905, with
these notes:
The motive of Mr. London's book is so far from being fresh it is becoming hackneyed. Mr.
Kipling has used it in "Captains Courageous" to which delightful story "The Sea Wolf'
bears a truly fraternal likeness. In both, the hero or subject is a puny creature, a base
product of over-wrought civilisation (sic]. In both he goes wrong on the sea. In both he is
rescued by a hard-working set of seamen who cannot be expected to sympatise (sic] with
his whims and refinements.

Similarly, another reviewer, Heinemann, wrote a review of The Sea
Wolf in The Lady magazine of March, 1905, and made this observation:
, Another excellent yarn is "the Sea Wolf," by Jack London, who proves himself ... the
· disciple . . . of . . . Rudyard Kipling. . . . if Kipling had never written "Captains
' Courageous," we doubt if his disciple would have conceived the situation . . . .
..

General parallels do exist in the two stories, but specific parallels are
missing; and that is important In Kipling's plot the boy becomes friends
With the ship's captain, whereas in London's story the man becomes the
. ship's deserter and always hates the captain. London's novel has a lead
female character (Maud Brewster) and a love story, but Kipling's has
neither. Kipling's story is about a boy, whereas Lond()n's is about a man;
Kipling's setting is the Atlantic Ocean, London's the Pacific; and
Kipling's concern is with cod fishermen and London's is with seal
hunters. In truth, there is room to debate the claim that London simply

2

rewrote Kipling's novel.
The opening scene in The Sea Wolffocuses upon Humphrey Van
Weyden, a soft-muscled and well-manicured poet who is riding "The
Martinez" ferryboat across the Bay from Sausalito to San Francisco.
The fog is thick and the hoarse foghorns are confusing. In the chaos
"The Martinez" has a collision with another ferry, and as "The
Martinez" starts to sink, Van W eyden is knocked overboard. He passes
unconscious and drifts out to sea on debris where at dawn he is
discovered by the monstrous Captain Wolf Larsen and brought aboard
"The Ghost," Larsen's sealing schooner en route to Japan.
Actually, the bulk of this scene was drawn from true historical events
which occurred in the Bay Area, as were other portions of London's
novel. Kipling had no hand in influencing this material. There was a real
ferryboat collision, a real-life model for Wolf Larsen, and a real
schooner like "The Ghost." Being a writer and a sailing novice, Van .
W eyden is a little like Jack London when London sailed the high seas for
the first time in 1893.
The ferry accident London describes is drawn from newspaper reports
of the collision of the "San Rafael," a light ferry owned by the North
Pacific Coast Railroad, and the "Sausalito," a massive heavy ferry
capable of carrying over 2,000 passengers. On November 30, 1901, a
series of unusual circumstances and poor judgements resulted in the
crash of these two vessels and the subsequent deaths of several crew
members and passengers.
An unusually thick fog had blanketed the entire Bay Area on
November 30, 1901, but the "Sausalito" decided to make its usual
evening run from Sausalito to San Francisco. Likewise, the "San
Rafael" decided to make its routine run from the ferry slips of San
Francisco to Sausalito.
The "San Rafael" was scheduled to depart at 6:10p.m., but it did not
depart until 6:22 p.m. because the dockworkers had trouble loading the
cargo in the density of the fog. Instead of trying to make up the lost time,
Captain John Taylor McKenzie (whom London later described on
pages 5 and 6 of The Sea Wolj) ordered Chief Engineer James H. Jones
to proceed at a snail's pace so that the ferry's lookouts could watch and
listen for other vessels. Thus, at 6:36 p.m. instead of being near Alcatraz
Island - roughly the half-way point of the trip - the "San Rafael" had
only backed out of the docks, turned around and started her passage by
reaching nearby Lombard Street Wharf.
Naturally, the captain of the "Sausalito," W. T. Tribble, had no
knowledge of this altered schedule. For that reason, Tribble felt rthe
"San Rafael" was not near him. Tribble, therefore, made the decision to
go east around Alcatraz Island instead of the usual route to the west. A
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dredge ~as anchored off the west of Alcatraz engaged in the removal of
Arch Rock, a natural land barrier. Tribble was afraid his ferry might hit
the dredge in the fog, so he went the other way. It was a fatal decision. 7
At approximately 6:39 p.m. Captain McKenzie first heard the
"Sausalito" signal. The "San Rafael" was "taking every precaution"
and was moving at its slowest speed.
"When midway to Alcatraz I sounded two blasts in reply to the
Sausalito's signal," McKenzie later told newsmen. "I intended that we
should pass to starboard. There was no reply to this signal. A moment
later I saw the lights ahead. " 8
In nautical terms one hom blast meant, "Here I am in the fog," two
blasts meant, "Go starboard," and three blasts meant, "Go in reverse."
When McKenzie saw the huge "Sausalito" bearing down upon him,
he hastily gave three blasts. McKenzie ordered Chief Engineer Jones
to reverse engines, but it was too late. At exactly 6:40 P.M. the
ferryboats crashed.
"Sausalito" Captain W. T. Tribble later stated that "Three blasts
were sounded and again I replied. I immediately stopped the engines and
began to back." He added, "I believe that if the San Rafael had kept on
her course she would have passed by uninjured. But when she
stopped the ebb tide swung her across our bows and we immediately
crilshed together." 9
McKenzie later claimed that Tribble did not respond to either the two
or three blast signals, but Tribble had witnesses to prove that he had
answered both times. The real culprits ·in the crash were the two
ferryboats and not their skippers. Five months bt:fore the crash occurred
the June 29, 1901, issue of The Examiner reported that the "San
Rafael" needed new boilers, .that it was always overcro~ded ..with
passengers, and that it was too old to be in service. On July 12, 1901, the
Examiner reported that the "Sausalito" had steering gear problems and
that it was making some of its Bay runs in reverse (stem foremost) due to
engine problems. In the 1870s when these boats had begun service, they
were transporting 2.5 million passengers yearly. By 1901 the same
ferrys were carrying over 36.5 million passengers yearly. 10
That night, when the two bulky vessels collided, dozens of passengers
were flung into the water. The "San Rafael" was carrying about 100
passengers and the "Sausalito" was carrying about 400 passengers.U
Annie Lewis' hand was driven through a cabin window upon impact,
while Deputy Sheriff Frizze went flying overboard. F. A. Robbins had
his left leg gouged, Harry J. William smashed his head, and Edith
Bridgman went into shock.
The entire scene aboard the "San Rafael" was one of chaos. Many of
4

the injuries were highly serious. G. T. Tredway, a waiter, had his legs
crushed by a falling timber. He was carried up to the deck by a
bartender. When Tredway could not jump aboard a rescue ship, he had to
lie on the deck as the ship sank. 12 William G . Crandall, a man safe on the
"Sausalito," went back in a hopeless effort to help Tredway at the last
moment. Both men were given front page obituaries two days later in the
December 2, 1901, Examiner.
Earlier, as James S. McCue had sat in the dining room eating supper,
he received the full impact of the "Sausalito's" thrust. McCue's right ear
was tom off, his right arm and hand were crushed to a bloody flatness,
and his skull was cracked. McCue was rescued and lived. 13
In 1905 Jack London wrote an article for The San Francisco
Examiner about his reactions to the filming of a movie version of The
Sea Wolf. Here is a pertinent paragraph from that article:
It happened that while I was writing "The Sea Wolf," or maybe a little bit before that, the
Sausalito collided with the San Rafael in the fog and sank her, and a lot of people lost their

lives. I used the incident in my yam, only for fiction purposes I altered the name Sausalito
to "Martinez." 14 [Jack errs here. He meant to say he changed the "San Rafael" to "The
Martinez," for on page 9 of The Sea Wolf if is "The Martinez" that sinks, as did the real
"San Rafael."]

The evidence that Jack London must have read most of the newspaper
accounts of the crash of the ferryboats is apparent when one compares
passages from London's The Sea Wolf with actual newspaper accounts.
(In fact, as Humphrey Van W eyden surveys the chaos, he says, "It was
just as I had read descriptions of such scenes .... ") 15
The newspaper reported, "Women and children were screaming and
crying and were being bustled on board the Sausalito," 16 and London
wrote that "women were open-mouthed and screaming." 17
One woman reported to the newspapers that a life boat had capsized:
"I was one of the first women hurried into a life boat after the accident.
In the excitement the boat was capsized and with six others, I was
thrown into the water." 18 So, Jack London reported the same incident in
his novel: " . .. they strove to lower the boats. The tackles jammed. One
boat lowered away ~ith the plugs out, filled with women and children
and then with water, and capsized." 19
One newspaper article vividly described the sound of breaking wood
as the ferryboats hit " ... the Sausalito struck our boat ... it was rather a
cutting, grinding noise as if our boat was being crushed. " 20 So, London
did the same: "The Martinez heeled over, sharply, and there was a
crashing and rending of timber." 21 Numerous other comparisons exist.
In Kipling's Captains Courageous there is no collision at all, so no
comparisons between it and The Sea Wolf can be made on this point.
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Another important factor in distinguishing The Sea Wolf from
Captains Courageous is that London's antgonist, Captain Wolf Larsen,
was not drawn from Kipling's protagonist, Captain Disko Troop.
Whereas Disko Troop was a poor but law-abiding tisherman, Wolf
Larsen was a raw-fisted, foul-mouthed, unsytnpathetic seal poacher.
The real model which London used for Wolf Larsen was the early
twentieth century pirate, Captain Alexander McLean, skipper of the
rogue schooner, "Carmencita." McLean had a brother named Dan, so
London created a brother for \Volf Larsen, too, calling him Death
Larsen. On June 14, 1905, Jack London sent the following telegram to
the editor of The San Francisco Examiner:
I never personally met Alexander McLean, but I heard of his wild exploits from the men
with whom I went seal hunting in 1893. McLean had an exciting record of adventure and
upon his deeds I based my Sea Wolf character. Of course, much of the Sea Wolf is
imaginative development, but the basis is Alexander McLean. Alexander had a brother,
Dan McLean, who also was a sealing captain and a petty adventurer of some note.

Captain McLean had a criminal record which included murder theft,
pirating, assault and battery, trespassing, and conspiracy. He put a
bullet through the head of one of his crewmen and then dumped his
corpse in Seattle. He stole the schooner" Jennie Thelin" and made it his
own "Carmencita." He pilfered the private seal rookeries at Copper
Island and the Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea near Alaska, and then
slipped past the Russian sea blockade and slaughtered hundreds of seals
on the Commandorsk Islands.
Jack London first heard of McLean in 1893. In 1903 London wrote
The Sea Wolf and in 1904 it was published by MacMillan Company. By
late 1905 McLean was still at large, although four of his henchmen
(including the hooligan R E. S. deSmidt, a British subject who
surrendered in Tahiti) were captured.
Because the newspapers were filled with articles about McLean, it is
easy to compare a description of him to London's descriptions of Wolf
Larsen. The newspaper reported that McLean was "Broad-shouldered
and deep-chested ... with wonderful eyes, and strong," 22 and London
said of Larsen that his "eyes were clear blue as the sky, his bronze was
beautiful with perfect health; life swelled through his veins in full and
magnificent flood." 23
In addition, the newspaper wrote that as "master of a craft armed like
a slaver and manned by a crew of offscourings and renegades, Captain
Alexander McLean paces the quarterdeck of his trim schooner
Carmencita." 24 And London wrote, "Wolf Larsen it was, always Wolf
Larsen, enslaver and tormentor of men, a male Circe and these his
swine, suffering brutes that grovelled before him. " 25
6

There can be no doubt that newsmen in California who had read The
Sea Wolf - and apparently many had - knew that McLean was
London's model for Larsen. One front-page story in The San Francisco
Examiner contained this paragraph on June 15, 1905:
And Captain McLean himself, scholar, inventor, athelete, tyrant and poacher, notorious
original of Jack London's famous Sea Wolf, will find a warrant and a cell awaiting him if
ever he sails within the Federal jurisdiction of the United States. 26

As an overview, we are able to note certain specifics regarding the
formation of Jack London's novel The Sea Wolf First, there is a
similarity, in a broad sense, in the plots of London's The Sea Wolf and
Kipling's Captains Courageous, and since it is known that London was
an admirer of Kipling, it is highly possible that London read Captains
Courageous and drew some general inspiration form it.
·
Second, none of London's characters in The Sea Wolf were drawn
upon characters in Kipling's Captains Courageous; they were drawn,
instead, upon such real persons as Alexander and Dan McLean, John
Taylor McKenzie, and, to some extent, Jack London himself. Likewise,
many of the events in London's novel, such as the ferryboat's collision,
were taken directly from maritime history.
Third, the details of the London and Kipling plots were opposite in
many ways, including locale, occupations, use of a female character in
the London book, and the relationships of the characters at the novels'
ends.
The conclusion is that London owes an obvious debt to the
newspapers of the San Francisco area for assistance in creating
characters and scenes in The Sea Wolf, but far less of a debt to Rudyard
Kipling's writings than has heretofore been assumed.
It is worthy to note that Rudyard Kipling, in a letter to H. E. Boyes of
Sonoma, California, called Jack London "a genius" and stated that
British subjects had a great "appreciation of him." This was written two
years after the publication of The Sea Wolf and implies that Kipling
apparently had no concerns about London being a plagiarist of his
·
works. 27
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On the Delta Water:
Jaek London in Old Stockton
by Howard Lachtman
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He was an ordinary figure to those who passed him unawares on the
river - a short, burly sailor with a battered old tam on his head, a
cigarette dangling in his mouth, and a book or duck-blasting Winchester
(12 gauge pump) in hand. Not even the presence of his petite, spunky
wife or his silent Japanese servants at his side betrayed his identity.
What did that was his wealth of seafaring yarns, some of which he
himself had written. There were collections like Tales ofthe Fish Patrol
and The Cruise ofthe Snark, novels like The Sea Wolf and The Mutiny
ofthe Elsinore, and a number of nautical tales that stuck in the mind for
their marvelous characters - the masterful Greek fisherman of
"Demetrios Contos," the diabolical captain who gave his soul to "Make
Westing," the heavenly pilot descended from the debased "Seed of
McCoy," the vengeful wizard in "The Pearls of Parlay," the blood
brotherhood of the sea that transcended race in "The Heathen," the
beguiling Hawaiian diver and storyteller in "The Water Baby," and the
comic villain who was "The Captain of the Susan Drew."
His name was Jack London. He was a familiar figure on and about the
river waters of Stockton, an inland port city where he often came ashore
during the course of his numerous journeys afloat. Few men had greater
knowledge of California's navigable waterways and of the small towns
which flanked them. But London made it his particular business to know.
It was his hobby, his sport, and his passion; then too, it was in the nature
of his profession as a writer.
London was a more experienced sailor than Herman Melville, a more
avid and unorthodox navigator than Joseph Conrad. Both the great
American novelist and the great English novelist had left the sea to
write; London, who had quit the forecastle for good and lived out of sight
of the sea, could never stay away from water for very long. He was a
lifelong victim of "sea fever." His sloop Spray and, later his yacht
Roamer stood ready for him to resume his odyssey afloat and renew the
life whose savor never grew stale.
London explored San Francisco Bay and beyond, from the
meandering sloughs of Alviso in the south to the far reaches of the
Sacramento River in the north. Whenever he raised anchor and sail, his
writing revived itself; wherever he dropped anchor and furled sail and
took leave of his writing chores, he visited towns along the river where
old friends and new readers=waited to meet him.
Top: Steady as she goes; Charmian shows her stuffat the wheel ofthe
Roamer. Middle left: Able Seaman London. Middle right:
Somewhere in California; the Roamer under sail. Bottom: Duck for
dinner? Jack pots his favorite dish.
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The Reimers House where Jack London spoke in 1905 still stands at
1430 N. Commerce.
London's fans on the shore enjoyed comparing him in person to "the
other London" - the one whose colorful life had already gone beyond
mere history and become one of the great legends of San Francisco Bay
and beyond. Those who did not know him well quickly found out that
this ordinary seaman and extraordinary penman was no lackluster
personality. Jack not only made contact; he made impact.
One memorable example of London in action took place in Stockton
early in 1905, when the writer was a guest at the North Commerce
Street home of Santa Fe Railroad landscape gardener, Overland
Monthly author, and amateur painter, Johannes Reimers. Since the
beginning of their friendship, the talented, Norwegian-born Reimers had
impressed London as a model of the working-class creative personality.
Reimers had first met London on the evening of January 12, 1902.
The occasion was Jack's twenty-sixth birthday. A party was being given
in his honor by the Strunsky family of San Francisco, with whose
daughter, Anna, London was collaborating on a philosophical romance,
The Kempton-Wace Letters. Years later, at Charmian London's request
for information, Reimers recalled the impression London made upon
him at that first 'ffieeting:
Jack looked like a young, ardent, hopeful fellow brimful of conviction. He instantly
inspired me with his open comradeship. In appearance? Oh, I should say he struck me as
resembling a powerful, healthy, young Scandanavian, of a sea-roving type.
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I tried to get him into conversation about contemporary literature, and was impressed
with an apparent bashfulness in him, for he seemed quite reticent of his opinions. And
when we said good night, he asked me to come and see him in Piedmont - to come over and
have lunch when there was to be nobody else there. And that's the way our friendship
began. I read aloud one of my Overland Monthly stories to him, and when I had fmished,
Jack sat quietly for a minute or two, thinking; then he pointed: "Look at that stack of
manuscripts there? Those are just your kind of stories, and nobody wants to buy them."
Whenever I saw him, he ·was always the center of a group; people flocked to his vital
magnetism; everyone who came within its radius, loved him.

London soon gave Reimers and his other fans something else to love
besides himself- a vital, magnetic novel. "It is more than a rattling good
dog story," Reimers enthused about The Call of the Wild in his
Stockton Evening Mail review of September 30, 1903, "it is an allegory
of human struggles and aspirations." Two weeks later, on October 15,
Reimers addressed himself to the struggles and aspirations of the writer
himself in his second Evening Mail ;~.rticle, "Jack London's Career
Affects His Writings."
Apparently, Reimers' writings also affected Jack London. A month
later, during an extensive inland cruise aboard the Spray, Jack made a
stopover in Stockton to thank Reimers for his particular interest in that
"rattling good dog story" and in his career as a whole. London's interest
in Reimers himself was equally sincere; neither his fame nor Reimers
comparative obscurity ever estranged the two men, and they delighted in
recalling the hilarity of the Strunsky birthday party and the days when
Jack London had difficulty selling his stories. Until his departure for
Bakersfield a decade later, Reimers remained one of London's close
friends, a frequent visitor (with Mrs. Reimers) to the London Ranch, and
one of Jack's favorite Stockton hosts.
On that date in 1905, Reimers had hospitably arranged a "Jack
London Evening" for some lucky Stocktonians in his spacious home
(the Reimers house, then as now located at 1430 N. Commerce, still
stands, and is currently under review for landmark designation by the
city's Cultural Heritage Commission). It was a night Stockton would not
soon forget.
Reimers·had called a meeting of a literary discussion group called the
Critic Club. Among the members of this select league were a physician,
an attorney, a judge, an ex-mayor, the president of the local Chamber of
Commerce, a newspaper editor, several prominent merchants and other
leading citizens, including a small, cackling flock of Jack's feminine
fans. Many of those present had naturally expected that Jack would
dress for the occasion, read aloud from The Call ofthe Wild or The Sea
Wolf, and conduct himself like a member of the academy; instead, the
flamboyant novelist read a fiery Socialist pamphlet ("Revolution"),
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smoked innumerable cigarettes ("This alone naturally caused many to
gasp both figuratively and literally," one witness commented), and wore
a regal Japanese kimono which he had acquired on his war
correspondent's tour of 1904.
Even if it was only a passionate plea for social justice, the talk London
gave that night sounded suspiciously to Stocktonian ears like "genuine,
blood-red, anarchistic propaganda." 1 And Jack's choice of comfortable
costume over stiff-collared attire seemed_" exceptionally unconventional."
The famous London temper flared when members of the Critic Club
offered their usual "constructive comments" at the end of the novelist's
long presentation. One member wondered about the sincerity of
"radical" sentiments by one who sailed his own boat, kept a pair of
servants, and sported a robe fit for a shogun. Another indiscreet Critic
wondered if London was simply making up another good story.
To accuse London to his face of insincerity or unveracity was always
a risky business. Jack sprang to the attack, "lectured the hearers as
though they had been unruly school children ... demanded to know of
each one personally what he or she knew of the subject under discussion
... informed them that they had read little and seen less and that they
had displayed their ignorance by attempting to argue with him on social
economy." Enough said.
The Critic Club was shocked into silence - and startled into thought.
Was London touchy? Or was he right?
Although headlines claimed that London had harangued and scorned
the leading lights of the town, some of the Critics and most of the ladies
actually enjoyed the performance. After all, the Critics had been asked
to criticize the writer and the writer had been invited to criticize his
Critics. It was in the nature of the rules. But there was no doubt that
· London had made a vivid impression on the town as the man who knew
his mind and was not afraid to speak it.
London's love of sailing and shooting on the nearby waterways was as
passionate as his defense of economic reform. His belief that Stockton
took its greatest asset too much for granted led him to speak out on that
subject in 1915. "I am amazed, charmed, and infatuated with this part of
California," he told delighted members of another Stockton club, the
Anteros. " I have traveled in and out of Stockton for the last twenty-three
years and I know something of your city." 2 Anterosians who
remembered London's 1905 comments waited for the author to instruct
them what they had done wrong this time. They didn't have long to wait:
Every year, in my boat, I do several hundred miles of new waterways in interior California.
I have a feeling that you do not appreciate fully the beautiful waterways which lie at your
door, that you do not fully realize the uses to which it might be put. I trust that on some of
my future visits to Stockton I may see some evidences of better comprehension of the value
of this magnificant asset.
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In answering this charge, the Stockton Record "pleaded guilty to Jack
London's indictment," admitted that the community had indeed failed to
fully appreciate its waterways, predicted that pleasure-boating would
someday be one of the city's chief attractions, and thanked the writer for
his civic-mindedness. By this time, as the story suggests, London was a
well-regarded visitor, a mariner and navigator of some distinction, and
one who knew how to thread his way, as few men did, among "that tulefringed, levee-banked mystic maze that nature and dredger have
created." The comments of the London of 1915, unlike those of the
London of 1905, were greatly esteemed, especially since they were
made not in defense of Jack London, but on behalf of the city of
Stockton. The Record appreciated the difference, and said so:
We know of no man who is better qualified as an authority on waterways than is Mr.
London.... That Mr. London, with an intimate knowledge of most of the waterways of the
world, with the time and the wherewithal and the boat to crui·se with, should choose to
spend a portion of nearly every year in San Joaquin waterways is one of the highest
compliments he could pay to the great network of water highways and by-ways in the delta
west and north of Stockton.

By this time, Jack London had acquired many new Stockton friends
who were not only concerned with what he personally wished to see in
town and offshore, but who shared his aspirations and encouraged Jack
to speak out. The Record saluted the wisdom of the writer, asked for his
help, and quoted him at every opportunity. London had become an
honorary citizen of the town and an invaluable asset to civic progress.
The old fire-breathing revolutionary who had scandalized Stockton a
decade earlier had become the kind of visionary on whom localities
relied to express their dreams of a greater Stockton:
Some day we shall have our launch clubs and rowing clubs and sailing boat clubs; there will
be harbors and floats and landing stages for the pleasure-boats, as there is now such
equipment for the commercial vessels. All we need is to get started. Possibly a Jack ·
London could start us, but more probably a Mrs. Jack London could, for it is, usually, the
women-folk who lead us in the line of recreation. When the water style gets really started it
will go big.
Mrs. Jack (Charmian Kittredge) London had sometimes been spied at the wheel of the
Roamer, and her stalwart work aboard the deep sea Shark was well known, having been

Mrs. Jack (Charmian Kittredge) London was often seen at the wheel
of the Roamer, and her stalwart work aboard the two-masted, oceangoing Snark was well known, having been saluted by Jack himself in his
affectionate dedication of the Cruise of the Snark:
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TO
CHARMIAN
THE MATE OF THE SNARK
WHO TOOK THE WHEEL, NIGHT OR DAY, WHEN ENTERING
OR LEAVING PORT OR RUNNING A PASSAGE, WHO
TOOK THE WHEEL IN EVERY EMERGENCY, AND WHO WEPT
AFTER TWO YEARS OF SAILING, WHEN THE
VOYAGE WAS DISCONTINUED

Both Jack and Mrs. Jack were mariners and their mutual interest in
aquatic recreation apparently made no small impression on locals, for it
was not long afterward that the city did indeed begin to "look to its
waterways" and develop the boating facilities and associations which
have since made it one of California's leading ports of call for pleasureboaters.
The opportunity to interview Jack London, was a small town
reporter's dream. Frequently reprinted verbatim in the pages of the local
press, such personality profiles give us some of our best snapshots of the
busy author-sailor's lifestyle. Early in that same year of 1915, for
example, Stockton journalist Hamilton Galt called on the Londons in
their room at the stately old Stockton Hotel. Jack had just mailed off the
bulky manuscript of a California novel, The Little Lady of the Big
House, and was "between the acts" of a California Indian pageant (The
Acorn-Planter) which he was writing especially for the Bohemian Club.
In every underpaid reporter's heart there beats the desire to become a
well-paid professional writer. Perhaps this was what Ham Galt felt as he
avidly pumped Jack London for details of his workday.
"How long do you work?" Galt asked.
"Sometimes an hour, sometimes an hour and a half; till I get my daily
stint of 1000 words. I am making notes all the time and when the working
hour comes I take out my notes and write. I do no revising and when I
write a page it goes into the book just as I write it."
Sometimes, London added, this method led to amusing results.
"I wrote a novel not long ago on board ship and, having no dictionary,
I spelled the words in a way which I thought they might possibly agree
with Webster, and made a note in the margin 'spl?' all of which was
solemnly published, to the letter."
Galt found that London spoke easily and well about his writing
methods and ideas. There was an utter lack of pretentiousness about
him, for example, when he gave the reporter his views on how fictional
characters are created and controlled. Most of his novels, Jack freely
admitted, showed only a gradual development of character, but at least
that way he was not troubled, "as some novelists are, with characters
who persist in doing unexpected things, who argue with their creators
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and say 'you can't expect a man like me to do a thing like that.' My
characters are predestined to a certain course, and I make them behave.
There is no other way."
But London admitted that there were many ways to gather material for
writing, and that the wise writer was he ·who made effective use of his
helpmates. Mrs. London was not only his typist and secretary, for
example, but an occasional collaborator, who dressed the women
characters for him ("technical knowledge of women's apparel being
lacking in me") and supplied picturesque details for Jack's consideration
and treatment. Even his servant Nakata was part of the writing team; he
acted as interpreter and story-fmder ("He can pick up a dialect quicker
than anyone I ever saw," London said with admiration shining in his
eyes).
Ham Galt's impression of Jack London was one shared by the
majority of the townspeople who respected and envied London for his
way of life, his way with boats, and his way with words: "It must be a
pretty good thing to be a novelist and only work two hours a day and
travel everywhere and have your stuff eagerly waited for all over the
English-speaking world." 3
London, too, knew "a pretty good thing" when he saw- and sailed- it
in the Stockton Delta. Some of his happiest hours were spent here and
on the rivers beyond, as one of his letters shows us. Written under a
heavy wind and tide aboard the Roamer, it shows us how much life
afloat meant to the writer who never tired of "following the tide," and
makes us aware how, for Jack London, sailing and writing were crafts
which linked and reinforced one another:
Aboard the Roamer
Sunday, November 20, 1913
Dear Ernest,
We're on board the Roamer off West Island, which is near Antioch, on the San Joaquin
River.lt is 6 P.M. and we're lying under the trees, under the weather shore, with three lines
fast to the trees. You know how it blew today. Alarm went off at 6:30 this morning. Roamer
slowly dragging anchor on a lee shore.
Nakata and I put one reef in spanker and three reefs in mainsail, while Sano cooked
breakfast.
Still dragging while we ate breakfast, waiting for ebb tide to start. Eight o'clock we broke
out anchor. Set only jib and reefed spanker. Wind too heavy for patch of mainsail ( 3 reefs).
Began head beat, San Joaquin at that point .lying east and west.
After an hour's beat, just as we were nearly around bend and ready to slack sheets,
Roamer missed stays twice in succession and went ashore on lee shore. Carried away
portmizzen shrouds.
One hour's hard work repairing shroud and kedging off.
Got around bend and ran to next curve to north. In beating up this curve, carried away jib
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sheet while sailing with lee-rail continually buried. Had sea room enough to re-rigjib. All
the foot-stops of jib, that hold it to jibboom, carried away, so that we sailed rest of day with
jib fast only on its three comers.
Talk about wind. On the preceding curve, under only reefed spanker and jib, in small
sea, we were buried so deep that a 125-lb. sack of coal, on the aft deck, jammed between
mizzen shrouds and the bitt was lifted up bodily and swept overboard. Say- the water was
smoking white.
Across the river from us, now, on the lee shore, a scow schooner is pounding.
Charmian was a brick. She lighted about a thousand cigarettes and passed them to me
from the cabin. Also, on deck she relayed my orders, and saw them correctly carried out at
one end whenever I was at the other end of the boat.
Sano was a dandy. Best sailor-cook we have ever had. He can't swim, but he is
absolutely unafraid.
Nakata, always good, was far better than ever. He was just magnificent.
And I take my hat off to the old Roamer. I wouldn't trade her (for bay and river cruising)
for any yacht I know or ever knew. Yea, and the skiff is a dandy rowing and towing skiff.
Best skiff I ever dragged astern.
And all the time we sailed; from 8 a.m. to I :30 p.m., the galley stove kept going without
any trouble, and hot coffee - say!4
Jack

Caught up in the difficulty of small-boat sailing on a · frothy,
tempestuous river, scrambling to keep afloat, and savoring the hot coffee
and courage of his crew, here is the human side of the mythic sailor who
continues today, long after he has disappeared from the river, to voyage
on in our imagination.

NOTES
1. San Francisco Bulletin, March 1, 1905 . This account added that "the shout against
Londonism has become in Stockton a veritable call of the wild," though most of those
doing the shouting "were not among those present at the club gathering." Neither, it must
be added, was any reporter from theBulletin, the newspaper having received its account by
"special dispatch." The headline reads: LONDON STARTLES STAID CLUBMEN
OF CITY OF STOCKTON.
2. From editorial (undated) entitled "Extenuating Circumstances," Stockton Record,
Jack London Collection, Huntington Library. All following quotes are from this editorial,
sent k> the author by librarian David Mike Hamilton.
3. Undated interview, entitled "Jack London and His Crew - TheN ovelist is Working
in Stockton- Mailed Completed Novel Yesterday - The Next One Will Be Laid Near
Here," Jack London Collection, Huntington Library. Courtesy of David Mike Hamilton.
4. Letter to Ernest Matthews, November 20, 1913. In Letters From Jack London
(New York: Odyssey Press, 1965), p. 409-410.
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Some Chin-Chin And Tea-

Jack London In Japan
by David Mike Hamilton
Thursday evening, January 7, 1904, was to be a busy one for Jack
London, for he planned to give his "Class Struggle" speech to the
socialist group which was meeting on Turk Street in San Francisco. His
diary entry records the time ofthe speech at 8:00 P .M. 1 Friday evening
was similarly engaged: a business meeting before dinner, then off to
Oakland for the Ruskin Club at 8:00. But Jack London did not give his
speech on Thursday, nor did he attend the business meeting or Ruskin
Club on Friday. All these entries in his diary were hurriedly scratched
out, and only one brief notation substituted in their place. On January 7:
"Sail for Japan. " 2
War between Japan and Russia had been brewing for many months.
By New Year's Eve, 1903, it was apparent that Japan had made her last
concession. Japanese Foreign Minister Baron Jutaro Komura warned
that if Russia did not make any conciliatory gestures, Japan would issue
an ultimaturm. War was only weeks away.
New Year's Eve found Jack London in the San Francisco Examiner
office of James Tufts, an agent for William Randolph Hearst. As a
writer of already established reputation, Jack London had talents which
were a desirable commodity. Harper's, Colliers's, and the New York
Harold had all tempted him with offers to cover the impending war, but,
as Jack related to his friend, Cloudesley Johns, the day he sailed:
"Hearst made me the best offer." 3
That offer was $500.00 per month plus expenses. Once war was
declared, the salary would jump to $7 50.00. And, of course, the contract
was accompanied by a first-class ticket to Yokohama aboard the
steamship Siberia, which would said out of San Francisco January 7th,
1904. 4
There was much to do in readiness for the trip, and every expense had
to accounted for. London's packing list was probably not unlike the
many other lists being drawn up by American correspondents rushing
toward the front. It included $45.00 worth of books, underclothes and
socks, dress suit and tuxedo, shirts, brush, slippers, pajamas, cigarettes,
and more shirts. And it also included one very important iteni: a camera,
which London valued at $67.50. 5
All told, there were nearly one hundred American correspondents
who joined the stampede to the Orient. The west coast correspondents,
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Yokohama Street scene.
of course, had the jump on their eastern colleagues, and Jack London
had the jump on almost everyone. Edwin Emerson, who arrived in Japan
fairly early (but later than London), recalled what it was like to be in
Jack London's wake:
" ... I presented myself before William R. Hearst, one midnight, in his
·
editorial office in New York.
"This was before the declaration of war - some time before the ball
opened at Port Arthur and Chemulpo.
"You come too late,' said Mr. Hearst. (One week before I had been
told that I came too early.) 'I have just received a tefegram from Jack
London in San Francisco that he is ready to go to the front, and I have
wired him to go ahead. I don't know what kind of war correspondent he
will make, but whatever he writes is bound to catch on, so I don't care.
As I know Jack London, a week's handicap should be enough to keep
you from ever catching up with him.' " 6
For Emerson and most of the other journalists, it was. In truth,
however, seven correspondents joined Jack London aboard the Siberia:
Robert L. Dunn, James H. Hare, and Frederick Palmer of Collier's. 0.
K. Davis of the New York Herald, Lionel James ofthe London Times,
Percival Phillips of the London Daily Express, and Sheldon Inglis
Williams representing the London Sphere. 7 These men were among the
first to arrive in Japan, but only one- Robert L. Dunn, was able to keep
up with London to Korea, and once there found himself stranded while
London pushed on toward the front.
The passage to Yokohama was uneventful. Jack came down with an
attack of "la grippe" while in Honolulu on January 13th, and further
complicated his precarious health by smashing both knees and ankles
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while performing some unintentional acrobatics on deck. London makes
no entries in his diary for January 8-24 about the voyage; perhaps the
card games and crowd of friends he collected prevented him from
recording the events of his recuperation. More than likely, he was
annoyed at his injuries and anxious to reach Japan.
On Monday, January 25th, London picked up his diary once again:
"Arrived Yokohama." The Siberia safely at dock, Jack London limped
onto the pier. He was in Japan, and on his way to the front-lines of
Korea.
London's eagerness to get to the front was probably the main reason
he found himself in Japan weeks before the other correspondents; it was
certainly the cause of the troubles which would befall him in the days to
come.
Jack London's early arrival in Japan did not alarm most of the other
journalists, however. They thought London was only a novelist- not a
seasoned, instinctive newspaperman. But their impressions proved
wrong: Jack London, it turned out, was an excellent correspondent.
After the war was over, Edwin Emerson remembered Jack's abilities
as a fellow newspaperman: ~I tell you that boy would jump overboard
anytime for a good story. If there was any trouble with him that was it.
He was always getting into hot water through his eagerness for news.
Jack jeopardized his chances for big news by the way he always went
diving after the first story that came along." 8
Tuesday, the 26th of January, Jack bought a few needed supplies,
took a few pictures of the streets and people of Yokohama, and made a
note to ''see Griscom" the following day. 9
Lloyd Griscom was the American minister to Japan. Although young
in years, he was a diplomat of the old school: precise, correct, and
formally attired. The arrival of Jack London, dressed in soft-collar shirt
with shoe-string tie, in Griscom's Tokyo office had comic potential. If
we are to believe Edwin Emerson, London's conversation with Giscom
was nothing short of classic humor:
"How can I be of service to you?' inquired Minister Griscom.
., 'I want to get to the front, and I want to go p.d.q.,' quoth London.
" 'In that case I should advise going to Chemulpo first,' suggested the
Minister.
"'Who's he?' inquired London.
"'Griscom pointed the gentlemen's name out to him on a map." 10
True or itot (London was armed with many books about Japan and
Korea, but had admitted in a 20 January 1904 letter to Charmian
Kittredge that he had not had time to read a line), 11 the tale sets the stage
for a blunder which Jack London did make; a mistake which almost cost
him his trip to Korea.
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By Thursday, January 28th, London's business in Tokyo and
Yokohama was finished. It was time to find passage to the Asian
mainland, and Kobe was a likely point of departure. But when his
express arrived in Kobe, he learned that the next steamer for Korea
would not depart until Wednesday, the 3rd of February. The
temperature outside was a frosty 40 degrees and Jack London had no
intention of waiting six days for a steamer- especially in such miserable
weather- so Friday morning, with" ... luggage in three rickshaws, with
push-boys and pull-boys and all the rest," 12 he raced to catch the express
for Nagasaki.
By Saturday, January 30th, London was probably getting tired and
feeling a little discouraged. His express ride had taken twenty-two hours,
and, since there were no sleeping cars on the train, he had had to spend
the entire time in his seat. When the train pulled into the Nagasaki
station, an icy rain was falling - and there were no steamers leaving for
the mainland from that city for quite awhile.
Faced with such a dim future, London decided to leave Nagasaki on
Sunday, and back-track to Moji where, he ·was told, he could fmd
passage to Korea on Monday, February 1st. He left early in the
morning, and arrived in Moji at 5:32P.M. where he found lodging at the
Ishida Hotel for the night.
The following morning the sun was shining - probably a welcome
sight to London after the days of bad weather he had been experiencing.
Jack took care of business first, purchasing a ticket for Chemulpo at the
Osaka Shosen Kaisha office. The steamer would leave that very
afternoon; in the meantime, he was going to enjoy the sights.
Standing in the doorway of the ticket-office, London saw an excellent
opportunity to use his camera again: "Came four coolies carrying a bale
of cotton. Snap went my camera. Five little boys at play - snap again. A
line of coolies carrying coat - and again snap, and last snap. For a
middle-aged Japanese man, in European clothes and great perturbation,
fluttered his hands prohibitively before my camera. Having performed
this function, he promptly disappeared.
" 'Ah, it is not allowed,' I thought, and, calling my rickshaw man, I
strolled along the street.
"Later, passing by a two-story frame building, I noticed my middleaged Japanese standing in the doorway. He smiled and beckoned me to
enter. 'Some chin-chin and tea,' thought I, and obeyed. But alas! it was
destined to be too much chin-chin and no tea at all. I was in the police
station. The middle-aged Japanese was what the American hobo calls a
'fly-cop'." 13
It was soon apparent that Jack London was in serious trouble. Moji
was a fortified city, and taking pictures there was entirely forbidden.
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Jack London surrounded by Japanese soldiers.
Although he made light of his problem in his article printed in the 27
February Examiner, Jack London was quite worried. After much" chinchin" about his motives for taking pictures, a trip to a local ph<,>tographer
where the offending photographs were removed from his camera, and
another lengthy period of interrogation, London was informed that he
would not be allowed to leave for Chemulpo: he was to be transported to
Kokura, a city just south of Moji, for trial.
London frantically telegranuned Lloyd Griscom in Tokyo, demanding that he be immediately released. The reply which Giscom sent to the
Moji authorities evidently assured them that London meant no harm, for
they released him after extracting the promise that he would appear in
Kokura the next morning. That night, Jack London slept at the Sanyo
Hotel in Shimonoseki, a city just across the channel. He had had enough
of Moji.
The following morning, London wrote the bald facts of his day in his
diary: "Tried at Kokura District Court, fined 5 yen and camera
confiscated." 14 London was furious. Although the court had forgotten to
mulct him of the five-yen fine, they had not forgotten to keep his camera.
Griscom recalled that Jack London was "sputtering with wrath because
his valuable camera had been confiscated; he could not replace it; it was
essential to his livelihood." 15 In his article for the Examiner, London
mentioned that the episode was "eminently distasteful," 16 but it was
obvious that the fix he found himself in was much more than that: "a war
correspondent without his camera [is) ... like a plumber without his
tools" he complained to Griscom. 17
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Korean coolies.
The Japanese press were very considerate and understanding of Jack
London's plight, and they offered to petition to have the camera
acutioned by the court. They would all attend, and bid it in at a nominal
sum, then present it to London with their compliments.
But petitions take time, and, if Jack London was to cover the war for
the Hearst chain at all, he had to get to the front as quickly as possible.
He settled in at his Shimonoseki hotel on Wednesday, the 3rd with great
reluctance, probably remembering that if he had waited patiently in
Kobe, he would already be on board a steamer.for Korea. Meanwhile,
there was little to do but drink tea with his Japanese colleagues and
discuss petitions and the weather.
Lloyd Griscom was not in the hurry Jack London was in, but he
recognized the California author's plight, and paid a visit to Varon
Komura in order to discuss the matter. Immediately after walking into
Komura's office, Griscom sensed that his mission was in jeopardy.
Komura was in a foul mood, and wanted no part of the discussion. He
summoned legal counsel in order to back up his negative reply to
Griscom's request: "What you ask, your excellency, is absolutely
forbidden" the lawyer told Giscom. "The statute declares that a weapon
with which a crime has been committed becomes the property of the
court." 18
Griscom mulled this over for awhile, then asked the lawyer if this
statute applied universally, regardless ofthe crime. "Yes, every crime,"
replied the lawyer. 19
Griscom saw his chance. "Ifl can name a crime to which this does not
apply, will you release the camera?" He directed his question to Baron
Komura. 20
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Komura regarded the American diplomat suspiciously for a moment,
then replied affirmatively.
"Well, what about rape?" 21
London's diary for Saturday, February 6, 1904 reads: "Shimonoeski
- left 5:30P.M. on Shirakawa Maru for Fusan.'m It seems that, after
Baron Komura stopped laughing, they called upon the local authorities
in Kokura to release Jack London's camera. William Randolph Hearst
had been saved $67.50, and Jack London was on his way to Korea. He
was going to be a war correspondent after all.
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A EUROPEANIST LOOKS
AT MATERIALS
ON
THE HISTORY OF
EARLY CALIFORNIA
IN

THE HOLT-ATHERTON PACIFIC
CENTER FOR
WESTERN STUDIES
by Paul

J. Hauben

My historical field of research is in certain areas of early modem
Spain. Recently The Americas published my article centering on an
eighteenth century defense of Spain's treatment of the Indians,! so I have
pegun to look across the Atlantic, as it were. Several colleagues have
long urged me to peruse the Pacific Center's Spanish-language and
related materials on the history of early California and adjacent regions.
While my investigations2 will not lead to major new findings, much less
revisions of accepted interpretations of this past, the following brief
remarks may be of some interest to readers of the Pacific Historian .
This magazine has printed articles about the missions for years. I have
been struck by the under-utilization of very appropriate data in the
Center. For example, the library possesses three bound volumes and
one unbound box of well-catalogued original materials in clear xerox
pages under the heading of Early California Archives. Universidad
Nacional de Mexico. Biblioteca Nacional Mexico. Departmento de
Manuscriptos. It is true that the two most significant sections have been
well translated into English: Father Juniper Serra's correspondence and
the fascinating report of Captain Pedro de Pages (both of which the
library also has). 3 But scattered throughout volumes II, III, and the
aforementioned box are numerous letters and reports concerning the
western missions in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. One
arresting report form the 1730's contains a complaint against Jesuit
missionaries for taking advantage of Indian labor in Baja California in
the context of a serious native rebellion. 4 This appears to foreshadow the
envy and resentment against the Jesuits on the parts of both other orders
and secular authorities which culminated in their expulsion from the
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major Catholic countries and their possessions from 1759 to the order's
formal liquidation by the Papacy in 1773. (It was restored in 1814.)
Clearly these data ought to be examined by future students, interested in
this vital local and regional subject. These fascinating documents also
contain a wealth of helpful observations on the many Indian tribal
cultures.
Perhaps at least as important is the access to attitudes these materials
provide. The Spaniards, not surprisingly, brought their Hispanic version
of basic European, medieval views on the heathen. The conquistadores'
artless blending of faith and greed has been well-documented since their
own time. What is sometimes overlooked, even taking into account the
special reconquest characteristics of Hispanic culture, is how broadly
and deeply European these attitudes were. One can go as far back as
Charlemagne's combined conquest and forcible conversion of the pagan
Saxons in the eight century, through the crusaders of the central middle
ages, both in the near east and in eastern Europe (the Teutonic Knights).
We cannot expect these Spaniards of previous centuries to view the
Indians through our more sympathetic lenses. But it is instructive to read
the introduction to the English translation of Pages' tract, composed in
1937 by an eminent American historian of the colonial west. This is
purely descriptive; one has to tum to the original text to discover the
continuity of attitude Pages displayed, unremarked by his modem
commentator. For the captain in the 1770's the California Indians were
there to be "reduced" to the Catholic faith and royal obedience, and no
line between those two authorities existed in his mind, or his readers'.
Tribes who were unfriendly or resisted outright in various ways were
uniformly made to appear physically and culturally unattractive; Pages
has kinder words for the appearance and customs of passive Indians. For
him, for instance, the oft-used adjective, "obsequious," was a
compliment. My comments are not designed to suggest that Pages'
observations were fallacious, but rather that the attitudes he brought to
bear in rendering them to his superior (and others) must be understood,
as they appear not to have been considered to date. His discriptions of
the terrain, flora, and fauna, by contrast, reveal that other distinctive
European trait which has caused both good and ill, a curiosity about the
different and the exotic, very characteristic ofF ages' and the superiority
of his culture remained a given, unaltered fact of life.
How and what people think is at least as significant as historical
reality itself. Bearing that in mind I would like to encourage interested
parties to look at these virtually unused materials from their vantage
points. They will be well rewarded.
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NOTES
1. "White Legend against Black: Nationalism and Englightenment in a Spanish
Context," The Americas, XXXIV (1977), 1-19.
2. The editor ofThe Americas, Father A. Tibesar, has kindly agreed to publish a short
note describing these holdings.
3. The Writings of Junipero Serra, translated and annotated by Father Antonine
Tibesar, 4 vols. (Published for the American Academy ofFransican History, Wash., D .C.
by J. H . Furst, Bait. Md., 1955-66); A Historical, Political, and Natural Description
of California by Pedro Fages, Soldier of Spain, dutifully made for the Viceroy in
the Year l 77 5, translated with an introduction by Herbert Ingram Priestley (University
of California Press, 1937).
4. Vol. II, doc. no. 3/33/Ano 17 . .. "Ynforme contra los Jesuitos; (Alzamiento de los
Yndios Califomios en 1734] . .. Los Padres de Ia Compania iucran con el miserable
trabajo de los Yndios ... " An excellent brief description of the missions in the midst of the
rebellion is in the introduction to The Indian Rising in Lower California l 7 34- l 7 3 7
as described by Father Sigismundo Tara val, translated with introduction and notes by
Marguerite Eyer Wilbur (Los Angeles: The Quivira Society, 1931 ).
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Polish

cSettlers

by Daniel T. Derezynski

While it is rarely, if ever, that such names as Dionisius Zaremba,
Henry Brolaski, or Felix Wierzbicki come to mind when considering the
course of Californian development, they are the names of but a few of the
numerous Polish Nationals who played influential roles in the history of
America's west coast.
The impact of these foreigners upon California was felt as early as 50
years before the discovery of gold and lasted into the early 20th Century.
They have contributed significantly to all stages of coastal growth and
there are several monuments to these contributions still in existence
throughout the state.
Early Polish emigres to the west coast were of a markedly different
breed than that of the Polish laborer who would be forced by economic
desperation into the coal, steel, and textile centers of America's East ann
Midwest during the years following the Civil War.
They were generally noblemen who fled Poland's occupation by the
forces of Prussia, Austria, and Russia during the 1790's, or military men
who had been exiled for their participation in the insurrections that
followed those partitions. They usually made their way through Europe
to the U. S. and, eventually, to the Pacific coast, supporting themselves
with personal finances.
Their homelessness made many of them more nomadic than other
European colonizers in America. It also instilled a deep sense of
patriotism in them. They were acutely aware of Polish historical
achievements and most of them had benefitted greatly from Poland's rich
cultural heritage.
They were highly educated, often speaking several languages, and
possessing other skills that were to prove invaluable during Califomi's
early expansion.
The first Polish name to fmd its way into California's back pages was
that of Count John de Rouissillon, a man of letters, highly skilled in
mathematics, astronomy, music, drawing, and fluent in several European tongues.
In 1801, Rouissillon, then 28 years old and exiled in Germany, signed
aboard the freighter, "Lelia Byrd," recently purchased in Hamburg by 2
New England merchants and bound for the fur rich Pacific.
The fur trade had become the quickest route to wealth along the coast,
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with a single otter pelt often bringing as much as $200 in foreign markets
such as China. Before a prohibition imposed by Spanish colonizers in
17-96 made smugglers of any foreigners who shipped the prized furs out of
California, hunters were reported to have taken as many as 800 of the
animals in a single week. Profits of such dimensions soon created a navy
of ships and men who were willing to risk Spanish entanglements for
personal forture in such trade.
William Shaler and Richard Cleveland, the owners of the "Lelia
Byrd," were to become two of California's most notorious fur smugglers
and the young Pole, Rouissillon, shared several of their exploits with
them before his disappearance into Mexico in 1803.
In 1805 his name was given to Shaler, who was much taken with his
powerful intellect and vast literary skills, to an uncharted post on Santa
Catalina Island, one of the channel isles off of Southern California then
being used by smugglers as havens from Spanish authorities. This port,
known then and now for its luxuriant marine life, has since been renamed
from Rouissillon to Avalon. It remains the island's only city.
Rouissillon was the first of many Poles whose names would be given to
Californian landmarks. His abilities, education, and adventurous spirit
typified the Poles who were to follow into 19th Century California.
The next prominent Pole to figure in coastal history was Dionisius
Zaremba, a Polish sea captain and regular between Bodega'Bay and
Alaska during the first half of the 1800's. He played a decisive role in the
Russian venture on the coast.
A number of Russians and Russianized Poles, under the banner of the
Shelikov Fur Company, also worked the fur trade in a Pacific bid for
world trade dominance. In 1811 they ventured ashore at Bodega Bay,
near present day San Francisco, and paid its native inhabitants a few
tools, bits of clothing, and pounds of beads for the rights to the site of
future Fort Ross.
Within 30 years, however, the sea otter population had been hunted to
near extinction and the Russians, quick to become disinterested in a
bankrupt empire, commissioned Zaremba to sell their holdings.
After having received a negative response to his proposals from the
Hudson Bay Company and little but contempt from the Spanish
government, which never fully recognized Russian ownership of the Bay,
Zaremba sold Fort Ross to John Sutter, the Swiss settler of gold
discovery fame, for 30,000 piastres.
During roughly the same years that Russian influence in California
rolled back out to sea, a trickle of coast bound migrants from the Eastern
U. S. began to develop. America had been wracked by depression during
the 1830's; and it coupled with tall tales of snowless winters and limitless
supplies of livestock and land west of the Sierra fuelled the first
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transcontinental passages toward the Golden Coast.
The first Poles to reach California via the overland route was Henry
Lyons Brolaski, a member of the Bidwell-Bartleson Party, also a first of
its kind. Brolaski, a member of a well-established Polish American
family from Pennsylvania, left Sapling Grove, Kansas, on May 19, 1841
and arrived in the Stanislaus River Valley five and a half gruelling
months later.
Brolaski settled in Monterey for about a year before setting off on
travels that led him to Peru and, it is thought, back to California in the
rush of' 49. He was one of many enterprising Poles to be found among the
pioneer population in the state between 1840 and 1848.
One of the pre-gold rush era's most renowned Polish immigrants was
Dr. Felix P. Wierzbicki, who was born in Valhynia Province, Poland in
1815. In 1834 he and 234 others were exiled from Poland by Austrian
officials for their parts in the Novembrist Insurrection of 1831. This
exodus eventually grew into what has become known as the "Great
Emigration" in Polish history and was responsible for the presence of
many Poles in California during this period.
Wierzbicki landed in the U. S. in 1834 and, with the aid of a
sympathetic American family, finished his schooling. He succeeded iii
becoming a doctor of medicine and the author of several articles on
Polish history.
He travelled to San Francisco in 184 7 as a medical volunteer with the
U. S. Army, served two commissions, and attained the rank of Assistant
Surgeon by the time of his retirement eight years later.
In 1848-49 Wierzbicki wrote, California, As It Is and As It May Be,
an account of his travels through the state's gold fields. It was the first
English book printed west of the Rockies and is still considered to be one
of the most accurate historical descriptions of that page of the history of
the state.
A man of medicine and author, Wierzbicki was also influential as an
organizer of the Medical Society of the State of California. He is credited
with writing the first article on the history of medicine in the state.
These services by Wierzbicki, who died and was buried in San
Francisco in 1860, are commemorated by a mural which decorates
Toland Hall at the University of California Hospital in San Francisco.
Wierzbicki's tale of success is tragically counterbalanced with that of
James Frazier Reed, another of California's original Polish settlers.
Reed, or Rydnowski, the son of an exiled Polish nobleman, was born in
County Armagh, Ireland in 1800. Upon moving to the U. S., he settled
temporarily in Sangovan City, Illinois, where he helped to found the
disastrous Donner-Reed Party.
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This group of about 100 settlers, more commonly known simply as the
Donner Party, was, through accident and mistake, to find itself snowbound in the high Sierra for nearly five winter months in 1846-1847.
Their crossing, one of the state's most grizzly, would leave over half of
the company dead at Donner Lake and see some of its survivors resort to
cannibalism before their rescue.
Those who did survive the trek owed their lives largely to Reed, who,
having been banished from the train east of the Sierra at a time when the
settlers were already desperately short of the energy and supplies needed
for the crossing, preceded them into California and, with the aid of
John Sutter, organized relief parties which eventually would lead
them to safety.
Reed and his entire family survived the crossing and settled in the San
Jose area where they developed decades of successful business concerns.
Their descendants still reside in the area.
Dozens of other Polish names are to be found among the rosters of
early travellers into the state. That their total number is small goes
without saying. It must be remembered, however, that they were part of
but a handful. of men who entered the territory largely unaided, staged a
revolt that le'd to the establishment of an independent republic, and
eventually were responsible for California's statehood. They did, indeed,
write a significant portion of Pacific coast history.
Shortly after the discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill, the signing of the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hildago opened the territory to the massive influx
of immigrants that was to continue for years to come. By 1860 there were
over 700, or one-tenth of all of the Poles then living in America, Polish
descendents residing in California.
Among these were, Capt. Rudolph K. Piotrowski, born in Lublin,
Poland in 1814, another distinguished participant in the November 1st
uprising in Poland in 1831. Piotrowski's banishment threw him into a
nomadic existence which eventually led to his crossing the U. S. with the
Pittsburg Enterprise Company in 1849. With savings that he managed to
make in the gold fields in the northern part of the state, Piotrowski
purchased land near San Francisco where he founded a town named
Sebastopol, one of several to have existed throughout the state, and so
called to celebrate the 1853 losses of Russian troops in a European
seaport of the same name.
Piotrowski, who would eventually help found the Polish Society of
California, was immortalized in several literary works of that time. He
was the Captain in, After Dark, a short story about Polish exiles in
France, written by Newton Tarkington, a nephew of one of California's
early governors. He also served as a model for the character" Zagloba,"
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a soldier in Henryk Sienkiewicz's historical romance, With Fire
and Sword.
It was largely with Piotrowski's aid that Sienkiewicz, one of Poland's
best known novelists, would settle for a short time in a Polish colony in
southern California later in the century.
Piotrowski left the state shortly before his death, returning to France to
be as near his homeland as possible. He died at the Polish Institute of St.
Casimir in Paris in 1883.
Alexander John Holinski entered the state the year after Piotrowski
and, while he is not known to have lived here for a long time, he did write a
French book entitled, La Califomie et les Routes Interoceaniques,
which was published in 1853. It was another work based upon the
California gold fields. After his journeys through the west coast of the U.
S., Holinski travelled into South America where he continued his writing.
Like Piotrowski, Holinski was drawn toward his homeland during the last
days of his life and is known to have died in Lwow, Poland in 1884.
Michael Kraszewski, an exile from Russian occupied Poland, authored
a manuscript of his experience as a store keeper in San Juan Capistrano
in 1856. The work, entitled Acts of Manilas, relates the author's
encounters with a band of Mexican outlaws who terrorized the area at the
time. Kraszewski's narrative was used as a base for H . H. Bancroft's
description of the gang's acitivities in his historical study, California
Pastoral.
Outlawry was a prevalent condition in early California and during the
first years of statehood various measures were taken by citizens to curb
violence and lawlessness that accompanied the large number of drifters
into the area.
One infamous law and order organization known to have existed in
several of the state's earlier population centers was the Vigilance
Committee founded in 1851. This committee, comprised mainly oflocal
businessmen, taking the law into its own hands, executed numbers of
undersirables before running afoul of the state's more legitimate law
enforcement agencies. Paul Pietrowicz, a Polish official of Bolton and
Baron; was one of the Vigiliance Committee's more active members.
Another Pole, ·Col. James C. Zabriskie, whose family settled extensively throughout the state, was an early law and order advocate of a
different kind. At the direction of his father-in-law, then State Governor,
J. Neely Johnson, Zabriskie confronted the Vigilance Committee in
Sacramento regarding their extra-legal activities. It was a meeting that
would lead to the group's disbanding in the latter part of 1852.
In a somewhat less violent nature, the pioneer horticulturalist, John
Strentzel, led his family from Texas to Hungry Valley, California in
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1849. Strentzel, another refugee from the '31 upnsmg in Poland,
renamed and settled what is presently Alhambra Valley. Strentzel's
daughter, Louise Wanda, became the wife of John Muir, famous
California naturalist and explorer. Muir and his wife worked extensive
vinyards at the Strentzel homestead where they lived out their lives.
California's abrupt incorporation into the Union and her explosive
populace led to an immediate demand for pioneers who were capaOle of
surveying and mapping newly acquired territories. Several Poles figured
proniiriently in this aspect of the state's restructuring.
Casimir Bielawski, perhaps the state's most illustrious cartographer,
was born in 1815 and served in the engineering branch of tlte Austrian
Army until the peasant revolt of 1846. He resigned his commission in
protest over government involvement in the incident and emigrated to the
U. S. where he became employed by the U. S. Land Office for over 45 .
years.
Together with two other surveyors, J. D. Hoffman and A. Poelt, he
published, A Topographical and Railroad Map of the Central Part of
California and Nevada. Bielawski was largely responsible for the
surveying of old Spanish land grants, and his reputation as a knowledgeable and trustworthy real estate man was widely known.
In addition to these services, Bielawski was deeply involved with the
Polish community in California at the time. He once held the office of
president of the Polish Society of California and, together with Rudolph
Piotrowski, helped the Polish actress, Helena Modjeska, an 187 6 emigre
to America, begin her stage career on the west coast.
Mt. Bielawski, a 3200 ft. peak overlooking the South Bay Flats and
northern extreme of the Santa Clara Valley, was named in his honor
in 1861.
Other Polish surveyors of this period include, Alexander Zakrewski,
who was to become one of San Francisco's first lithographers and
photographers. Zabrewski, born in Sandomierz, Poland in 1799,
assisted William M. Eddy with the first survey and mapping of the
Bay Area.
William and John Kierski came to California from New York after
leaving Prussian Poland and appear the 1856 Stockton directory as
bookstore owners there. They co-published the city map of Stockton
in 1861.
Louis A. Sengteller, the son of a Polish exile who was also employed as
a mapmaker by the U. S. Coast Survey for twenty-seven years,
performed work similar to his father's in California. Between the years of
1868 and '89, he surveyed much of California's rugged coastal and
inland areas, sacrificing much for the restructuring of human knowledge
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of Ute area.
One of the last and perhaps ~ost colorful Polish ventures in California
was to begin in 1876 when a group of self-exiled Poles landed in the
southern state, bound for Anaheim where they planned to establish a
utopian colony. The expedition had been organized by two of Poland's
finest artists: the Shakespearean actress, Helena Modjeska, and writer,
Henryk Sienkiewicz.
At the time of her arrival in America, Modjeska was well known in
Europe for her portrayal of such heroines as Juliet, Ophelia, Desdemona,
and Queen Anne. Sienkiewicz, though little known at the time of his U. S.
stay, would gain future notoriety for such romances as Quo Vadis, With
Fire and Sword, and Pan Michael. He became the first Pole to win the
Nobel Prize for literature and, in spite of his preoccupation with
nationalistic themes, many ofhis works were conceived while in southern
California.
Modjeska and her companions planned to build a community based
upon the ideals of Brook Farm, a utopian colony established in
Massachusetts in 1841. The chief objective at Brook Farm was to
develop a combination of intellectual and physical activities that would
promote an intelligent, free, cultivated society. Brook Farm survived for
five years; the southern colony last 18 months!
In spite of the group's apparent high ideals and adequate environment,
(they were situated on 47 acres of rich orchard land) it had been
softenend by the genteel lifestyle afforded it as artists in Poland. They
were ill-prepared to meet the demands placed upon early coastal settlers.
While their evenings at Anaheim were spent in refmed exchanges of
music, drama, and literature, their days were spent purchasing their milk
and meat. At the end of a year and a half all but Helena, her son, and her
husband had returned to Europe.
Undaunted by this turn of events, Modjeska proceeded to Arden,
Santiago Valley about 12 miles from Santa Ana. Arden soon became
center for a variety of intellectuals, although by then Modjeska's
entourage had lost any purely Polish characteristic.
It was at this second California home that Modjeska learned to speak
English and, with the help of Bielawski, Piotrowski, and other members
of the Polish Society, launced a successful American career that would
lead her into the gold fields of the state, across the country, and around
the globe.
Upon her return from a European tour in 1906, Modjeska sold her
holdings in Santiago Valley and retired to Bay Island, since renamed in
her honor. She died on the island in 1909.
The Santa Ana range in Cleveland National Forest is the site of a
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5,000 foot peak that bears her name. Her former homestead near
Anaheim is maintained as a museum, housing many of her artifacts. Her
family has remained in the LA area for over five generations. Ralph, her
son; born 6 years prior to the Anaheim experiment, became a distinguished engineer. He designed and built several expansive bridges in
America, including the Bay Bridge in 1936.
Ignace Paderewski, internationally known composer and pianist, was
a close friend ofModjeska, and had operated a highly successful rancho
at Paso Robles before his European involvement in the Polish liberation,
which would eventually lead to his becoming her Prime Minister in 1919.
The failure of the southern colony and Paderewski's European
committments marked the end of any form of strictly Polish participation
in west coast devlopment.
The years following WWI provided displaced Poles with a homeland
to which many of them returned. While numerous national and church
organizations are still in existence in the state, and over 150,000 settlers
of direct Polish descent are known to have settled throughout California,
popular culture has all but assimilated the sons and daughters of these
influential Polish settlers.

Daniel T. Derezynski
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The Greyhounds
by Donald Thompson
As in most under-developed, semi-desert and prairie country, so it
was in the San Joaquin Valley where thousands upon thousands of jack
rabbits and ground squirrels roamed the land. Wherever a trace of water
could be found, whether a small pool or a stream, there also could be
found any of the several species of the large western North American
jack rabbit and his companion, the familiar little grey ground squirrel.
Although many attempts have been made to catch the little animals and
raise them either as a domestic pet or for experimental purposes, the
results were usually unsuccessful. If they can not exist unconfined in
their natural surroundings or habitat they will die.
Like most wild animals, the large jack rabbits and squirrels spend
most of their time sleeping or looking for food. The jack rabbit and the
small North American Cotton rabbit (Lepus floridanus) usually find
shelter and make their dwelling place on the surface of the ground. A
favorite hiding and sleeping place for the large jack rabbit or small
cottontail is usually within a clump of weeds, such as a stack of
tumbleweed, short brush or tall grass. Many hunters and ever the nonhunter have unknowingly approached a dep. of a jack rabbit or cottontail
within six or eight feet when suddently the rabbit charged out, running
and springing up into the air. I well remember one of many incidents of
this description. Some "city folks" came to our farm to hunt quail and
rabbits. A "greenhorn" as Mr. Thompson called him "jumped" a rabbit
from under a large clump of weeks. He was within ten feet of the rabbit
and his hideout. The rabbit, being so frightened and confused, ran
directly toward the "greenhorn" hunter. The visiting hunter was so
terrified and astounded that he dropped his shotgun and ran in the
opposite direction. I can still recall Mr. Thompson holding his sides,
laughing .so hard it brought tears to his eyes.
There are many hazards in planting a new vineyard or a new orchard.
Two of these are Mr. Jack Rabbit and Mr. Cottontail. The third is Mr.
Squirrel. After the small young vine cuttings with their very small, hairlike roots have been planted, the grower must closely observe their
development. In the early spring, the first tiny leaf bud appears on the
small stem of the vine cutting. When the leaf bud opens, it appears to be
. very similar to that of the celery leaf. It is extremely tender and delicate.
At this tender young age the vine must be guarded against frost, mildew,
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and, of course, rabbits. For the rabbit, dining on the young leaf bud is
indeed the ultimate in fine cuisine.
There wasn't too much that could be done about combatting the cold
weather and frost in the open vineyards. The solution to the mildew
problem was the application of sulphur on the young vines. But the
hindrance of the rabbits would sometimes drive the grower into a state
of frustration. How could he rid his vineyards of these unwanted,
,tlarmful pests?
Poison was one means of disposing of the rabbits. But this was
dangerous; because if the poison was strong or deadly enough to kill a
rabbit, it could cause harmful results if contacted by humans. Secondly,
if the rabbit died from eating the poison and was left exposed, the
spreading of various diseases became apparent.
The annihilation of the troublesome little ground squirrel was a simple
procedure. Once a squirrel hole was located, the exterminator lit a small
.ball of burlap which contained a solution of cyarrogen and potassium,
known as p~tassium cyanide, a colorless poisonous gas with the odor of
peach blossoms. The burlap ball with a purple flame was dropped into
the hole. As the poisonous fumes spread throughout the squirrel hole,
the squirrel would endeavor to seek a level or a compartment where the
gases could not reach, hoping the gas would eventually condense and
lose its killing power. Sometimes the exterminator, who was generally
the grower himself, waited for the squirrel to exit his network because of
the fumes within, only to be obliterated by the grower's powerful
shotgun.
But the rabbit was, by far, the main contention of all the living pests. I
can remember one spring, a group of ranchers and farmers met on
Saturdays at the school grounds. As many as three-hundred men and
boys, old enough to shoot a shotgun, attended the meetings. Shotgun
ammunition of various gauges which had been purchased in large
wholesale quantities was distributed among the hunters. The purpose of
the meetings was to organize a "rabbit march." A "rabbit march"
consisted of a group of men and boys, generally two or three-hundred,
walking side by side approximately fifty feet apart across the
countryside, through the vineyards, orchards, pastures, over fences,
irrigation ditches and acr6ss private and county roads. Often the line of
marchers, which was nearly two miles wide, aroused many thousands of
rabbits. If a rabbit chose to run in any direction, he was probably blasted
by three or four shotguns at one time. As the rabbits were killed, they
were deposited at a predetermined area. In the month of April, 1925, at
the conclusion of one day's "rabbit march" which started at eight-thirty
in the morning and finished at five-thirty in the evening, two trucks
collected over three thousand dead rabbits. They were hauled away to a
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waste-land area and buried by a ditch digging tractor. Everyone knows
how fast rabbits multiply. The following spring, a year later, another
three thousand rabbits ~ere killed and buried. In the same year our
neighbor, Mr. White, across the road, planted twenty-two acres of Lady
Fingers grape vine cuttings. In four consecutive days and nights, the jack
rabbits had devoured or destroyed nearly every young vine.
In the spring of 1919, Mr. Thompson had hoped to start a new twentyacre vineyard of Malaga grapes in one location and another fifteen acres
a short distance away. He declared again and again that if the rabbits
invaded the new vineyards, he would hire men to walk among the new
cuttings all night and shoot the rabbits in the moonlight. Of course, this
was impractical and impossible.
One evening my brother, Clarence, brought home a magazine that
contained many articles and stories pertaining to various racing sports.
Among such articles was an interesting narrative describing the
suitability of the purebred greyhound as a racing dog. Mr. Thompson
became very interested and read aloud, "It says here that at the race
track they use a mechanical dummy rabbit for the greyhound to chase. It
goes on to say there are only a few four-legged animals that can outrun a
purebred greyhound. Just look at that picture; isn't he a beauty?"
"He sure is skinny," I remarked.
"They have to be to run as fast as they do," stated Clarence.
The three of us discussed the dog for twenty or thirty minutes; then
Mr. Thompson asked, "Why don't I call Bill Womack, that veterinarian
fellow over in Reedly, and find out what he knows about purebred
greyhounds?"
"Sure enough," responded Clarence.
Mr. Thompson gave the crank on the vintage telephone one long
continuous tum; the operator came on the line.
"Operator?" asked Mr. Thompson. "I want to talk to Bill Womack
over in Reedly." There was a short wait. "Hello Womack? This is Ed
Thompson, four miles east of Dinuba. You know where I am; I bought a
couple of mules from you some time ago, remember? Yeah, that's right.
Say Bill,. what do you know about purebred greyhounds? Not much,
huh? Yeah I know there's not many around. You ever seen one? Oh, that's
so? Fresno, huh?" Mr. Thompson listened for awhile. "Well look, Bill,
could I come over and borrow that book for a couple of days? In the
meantime, maybe you can find out where I could buy a couple of
greyhound pups."
The next day my brother and I went with Mr. Thompson to the
veterinarian in Reedly. He loaned us his encyclopedia pertaining to all
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breeds of dogs. After discussing dogs every evening for nearly a week,
the choice narrowed down to Clarence's original suggestion, the
greyhound. We listened to Mr. Thompson while he quoted from the
veterinarian's encyclopedia. He read: "The greyhound was first seen in
Greece and Egypt; but now lives in every country in the world. He had
always been a symbol of aristocracy, and the description 'being swift
and as fast as an arrow, graceful as a swan' fits him perfectly. The name
'greyhound' probably came from the prevailing color in the breed. Long
and lean with a short smooth coat and particular shape, the greyhound
has, for many years, been an emblem of speed and beauty. He has
become a great sport-racing dog, coursing the mechanical rabbit. The
his purpose. His body is narrow with elegant and beautiful curves. The
back is arched, outlining the vertibra. The neck is long and muscular,
slightly arched, widening gradually into the shoulder. The head is long
and narrow, with small ears, thrown back and folded except when
excited, when they become semi-pricked. Forelegs are perfectly
straight, set deep into the shoulders. The chest is very deep, while the
loins are well cut up in the flanks . Hindquarters are long, very muscular
and extremely powerful, wide and well let down. Hocks are well bent
and close to the ground. Feet are hard and close with large knuckled and
good strong claws. The tail is long, fme and tapering, boney, with a slight
upward curve. The coat is short, smooth and firm in texture. Color:
Usually grey or fawn occasionally spotted sparingly with white. The
animal is very gentle, winsome, thrives on affection and is very good
with children." Mr. Thompson finished the description, closed the book
and placed it on the table. "Boys," he said, "let's think about it tonight
and tomorrow we'll drive over to Womack's, take his book back and ask
him if he can find two greyhounds for us."
"Edwin, are you sure .we want to have two dogs?" inquired Mother.
"I believe it would be a good idea; for the simple reason that they
would be company for each other. Then, too, something might happen to
one; then the other one could always carry on, and we wouldn't have to
train another dog. Also two boys, two dogs."
The next morning right after breakfast, we drove to Mr. Womack's
establishment. His wife informed us that he had been called at threethirty a.m. to help a mare foal at a farmer's compound seven miles away
and had not returned. Mr. Thompson handed her the canine
encyclopedia and informed her that we would come back in apout an
hour. We drove to Dinuba, to a small lumber yard near •he railroad
tracks. Mr. Thompson walked to a box car on the siding, rolled back the
door and peered in; the owner soon made his appearance. As the two
men rolled the door of the box car further open, we could see the railroad
car contained many bundles of pine shook. Making many gestures,
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pointing and talking, Mr. Thompson was ordering the assembling of new
"sweat boxes" for the upcoming raisin crop. When he finished, we
returned to Mr. Womack, the veterinarian. This time he was in and his
wife brought her husband and Mr. Thompson coffee; Clarence and I had
a Nehi soft drink. "Well Ed," Mr. Womack exclaimed, "what did you
decide about the dogs?"
"Mr. Womack, it looks like it's going to be greyhounds."
"Greyhounds?"
"Looks that way."
"Greyhounds, huh?" Mr. Womack repeated. "Oh that's right, you
were asking about that particular breed. Good dog, greyhound. You
don't see many around here. As a matter of fact, I don't know anyone
· around these parts who owns one. Right off, can't tell you where you
could buy a purebred greyhound dog or pup."
"We want two pups, Doc," informed Mr. Thompson.
"Two?"
"Yes, two the same size," replied Clarence.
"Two the same color," I injected.
"Well, let's see now," exclaimed Mr. Wom~ck, scratching his head.
"That's a horse of a different breed. There's a fellow in Fresno by the
name of Reynolds; maybe I could call him. Maybe he can give us a line
on a couple of greyhound puppies."
"Speaking of horses," said Mr. Thompson, "how did you do with the
mare last night?"
"Good Ed, good," answered Mr. Womack while making a search for
Dr. Reynolds' telephone number. "Was up half the night over on the old
Williams place, just south of the water divide. You know where it is. He
says he knows you. The mare had a nice little colt. Sure kept us busy.
Let's see now; that Reynolds number has to be around here someplace.
The colt was all wrapped up in the umbilical cord and was trying to come
out backwards. Everything is fine. Good stock, good mare, good stud
and colt. Jet black, beautiful. Say Honey!" called Mr. Womack to his
wife, "Where did you put that Reynolds fellow's card with his address
and telephone number on it?"
"Now Bill," she answered, "I didn't put it anywhere."
"Oh never mind, Honey. I got it," exclaimed Dr. Womack. "Here
Honey, will you call this fellow Reynolds for us?"
"All right, dear," she replied. Dr. Womack and Mr. Thompson
continued their conversation, and in the background Mrs. Womack
could be heard saying, "Hello Dr. Reynolds. I'm calling for Dr.
Womack. Yes, yes, hold on please. Here you are Honey." The aging
veterinarian moved slowly toward the two-piece telephone.
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"Hello, Doctor. This is Bill Womack. Do you remember me? Yeah . ..
yeah . .. that's right .. . Well good, thank you ... Oh she's fine, thank
you: Oh, the oldest boy's off to college ... the girl? Oh, she's married ...
got a baby daughter already . . . yeah,_ time flies, doesn't it?"
Mr. Thompson glanced over his shoulder at Clarence and me. We
made faces indicating our impatience. Clarence made "talk, talk, talk"
signs. I rolled my big blue eyes in their sockets and put my hands over
my ears.
"Say, Doc," Dr. Womack continued, "I have a fellow here at my
place by the name ofEd Thompson. Yeah, that's him. He wants to buy a
couple of real purebred greyhounds. No, he wants pups. Hunting . . .
that's right ... rabbits, I guess ... yeah, I know they are . . . You do .. .
New Orleans .. . How long? Ten to fourteen days . . . I guess so . . .
between eighty and hundred dollars .. . apiece? Well, just a minute." Dr.
Womack placed his hand over the telephone mouthpiece. "Ed, you want
to talk to Dr. Reynolds? He says he can get the greyhounds from New
Orleans for around one hundred dollars apiece. Takes about three
weeks. What do you think?"
Dr. Womack handed the telephone to Mr. Thompson. "Hello, Dr.
Reynolds. This is Ed Thompson. If you could get a couple of good
greyhounds for hunting rabbits on their own, I would appreciate it .. .
You mean they would have to be trained to look for them? . .. You mean
it would create competitive hunting and racing for real live rabbits ...
Then you think the idea of two is good ... That's the way we've been
thinking ... New Orleans, huh? . .. Is that the closest place? .. . How old
would they be? ... Three or four months . . . No papers? . . . Why no
papers? ... One hundred eighty-five dollars for just the female ... Two
hundred dollars for just the male . . . That much extra for pedigree
papers. Well, we don't necessarily want a male and a female; it isn't
likely we'll ever do any breeding . .. Just a minute . . . Hold on, Doctor."
Mr. Thompson turned to my brother and me and asked, "Do you boys
know what pedigree means?"
"Means it's a good dog," replied Clarence.
"What do you think it means, Donald?" asked Mr. Thompson.
"I think it means his mouth is black inside," I said.
"Dr. Womack, what.aO~ut this pedigree business? Is it worth the extra
money? What do you think?"
"Well Ed, if you only want them for your own use for hunting and
killing rabbits and treat them as domestic pets, ask Dr. Reynolds if you
can get two males without pedigree papers for two hundred dollars plus
the other charges. That would seem fair enough. No breeding, no
commercial aspect or profit. See what he says. I also recommend two
· males, don't forget," added the wise Dr. Womack.
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Mr. Thompson removed his hand from the telephone mouthpiece.
"Reynolds? ... yeah, hello Reynolds . . . We won't be needing the
pedigree papers. We would like to get two male pups for sure ... Now
what is the cost involved? . .. You say they would be one hundred collars
apiece plus freight. Does that include your fee? .. . Twenty dollars for
handling? .. . Well, all right Reynolds. Go ahead and arrange for them.
I'll mail you a check for two-hundred twenty .. . and I'll pay the freight
charges when they arrive at your place . . . Is that all right? .. . Good ...
My phone number is Dinuba one, one, F, two three .. . Thanks Reynolds
. . . Goodbye." Mr. Thompson placed the receiver on the hook and
returned the telephone to Dr. Womack. "Well boys, looks like we're
going to have the greyhounds in about three weeks. By the way Dr.
Womack, we appreciate your time and help. How much do I owe you,
my friend?"
"Not a thing, Ed. I only hope it all works out. I would just like to see
those beautiful animals when they get here."
Mr. Thompson removed four five-dollar bills from his old fashioned
pocketbook and placed them near the two-piece telephone. "Thanks
again, Doc. Thank you, Mrs. Womack."
"Thank you, Ed Thompson."
"Come on boys, get in the car."
On our way home, Clarence asked Mr. Thompson why he gave Dr.
Womack so much money; as much as he will be giving Dr. Reynolds.
"Boys have you ever noticed; the people who really love animals, I mean
really love them, are people who will let animals sleep in the same place
with them. They are people who will share their last bite of food with
their pets and animals. They're people who will do all they can for them
personally; they seem to be people who are poor, generally. Did you
every think about that? Dr. Womack has been a veterinarian all his life.
He's an old man now. He still loves animals. He's not a wealthy man."
Later we thought about it many times.
The following day, Mr. Thompson, Clarence and I bought enough
redwood lumber to build a dog house large enough to house two fullgrown greyhound dogs. The floor space was approximately thirty-six
square feet. The outside walls were made of four-inch overlapping
redwood siding. It stood nearly four and a half feet high at its roof peak.
It had a wooden floor, no windows and one rather small arched doorway.
The outside was painted light grey and white to match the other
buildings. The doorway, being very small, made it difficult to see the
inside of the large canine sleeping and resting quarters. I could just
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barely squeeze through the entrance. However, I do remember spending
many hours hiding inside the smelly, doggie dog house. Whew! Wow!
About every six months, the inside was washed out with a very strong
solution of "sheep dip" or creosote, a heavy yellowish, oily liquid with
an odor of smoked wood obtained from coal tar or wood tar, used as an
antiseptic in medicine.
Eleven days later, as we were finishing our breakfast, Mr. Thompson
answered the two long and three short rings of our telephone. " H ello ...
Yes ... This is Ed Thompson ... Oh, hello Reynolds ... You don't say."
Everyone's attention was directed to Mr. Thompson's co11versation.
"Come on fast passenger ... El P aso ... You don't say ... Couple of
beauties ... Two males . . . That's fine ... I'll tell the boys . . . All right,
Doc . .. My wife and I and the boys will come up after them. Will you be
there about eleven-thirty? Good . . . I got your address from Dr.
Womack ... All right, see you later ... Goodbye."
W e were excited and thrilled to a high degree of apprehension. "Boys,
run upstairs and put on a clean pair of corduroys," Mother instructed.
"Donald, you put on that clean blue shirt hanging over the chair.
Clarence, please take off those smelly tennis shoes; I can't stand to be
near them!"
"I'll get some rope," said Mr. Thompson, "and tum the car around.
Let's go as soon as you get ready. You won't need to dress up, honey.
We'll only be there a few minutes."
The drive to Fresno took an hour. When we entered Dr. Reynolds'
office, it was crowded with people hovering around and over a large
desk. In the middle of the desk were two of the most precious, timid,
frightened greyhound puppies anyone had ever seen. The doctor had
called in his friends to see the dogs from N ew Orleans. Amazingly
enough, the visitors did not handle or pet the animals. Both dogs were
reclining on their sides. As we approached the desk, we heard Dr.
Reynolds say to his assistant, "This is really the most beautiful set o~
pups I have ever seen. If the Thompson family doesn't like these, they
just don't like dogs, that's all."
" W e'lllike them," projected Mr. Thompson, holding out his hand to
greet the doctor. " You're Dr. Reynolds."
The doctor grasped his hand, "You're Mr. Thompson."
"That' s right. This is Mrs. Thompson and the two boys, Clarence and
Donald."
·
After the salutations, the other visitors extended their tidings, good
wishes, blessings and departed, leaving the four of us with Dr. Reynolds
and the greyhound pups. Without a doubt, they were the mo;>t handsome
dogs any of us had ever seen. Their eyes were like those of,a baby fawn.
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The greyhound "Spot."
Their ears were small, folded over halfway. Their delicate, light fawn fur
coating was shiny and silky. Gently and slowly, with great tenderness,
Clarence picked one of them up and patted its head and back softly. Dr.
Reynolds held the brother pup in his hands. "Look here, young man, let
me show you something. Always pick up a young dog or any small
animal, as far as that goes, this way; place on hand between his front
legs, under his chest, like this. Take the other hand and fold his tail under
him, between his back legs. Let the rump sort of set on your hand and
forearm; then left with both hands so that there is no strain anywhere on
the dog. Never lift an animal by its ears; its tail, its legs or. its neck.
Never! Only lift your dogs as you would want to be lifted or carried."
He then placed one dog in my hands. I looked down at the canine and
at that very instant, as quick as a flash, the young greyhound gave my
face a long, wet lick with his tongue - a real slurp. I knew I would never
forget it; I n~ver have.
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"The only other suggestions I have folks," continued the doctor, "is
that you tie the two dogs together with a light but strong rope; one they
can't chew into. Leave them together for about three months. Be careful
of the collar; use one that will not break down the muscles and cords of
the neck. Now, the reason for tying them together, of course, is to keep
the two dogs together at all times; so that, in the future, they'll always
feel secure and want to be together in the presence of each other. Also, if
they are kept tied together while they are very young, they can't run
away too easily. But now listen to this . . . As they get a little older, do not
every keep them tied up. Never. Always let them be free to roam about
in your yard or on your farm. Do not handle them with a leash. Like I
say, when they are once trained to stay near the house and surrounding
property, let them roam free . Always have a warm shelter for them
during the cold months and a cool shady spot in the hot summer."

The Author and Spot.
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"You should see the dog house they built for them," Mother
exclaimed. "It's big enough for the whole family to live in."
The doctor continued, "The dog house should be kept dry, clean and
never allow fleas, ticks, insects and such. Now, just a couple of more
things. Never pull the dogs' ears; never stick anything in the dogs' ears,
mouth or nose. Wash the dogs at least once a month using a few drops
of ordinary sheep dip in the water. Careful, though. Use just a mild
solution or you will bum and irritate their skin. Please be careful. You
know what I mean. Mr. Thompson. Now folks;, I know this seems cruel,
perhaps, but always keep the dogs hungry, and for your purpose, keep
the dogs thin. Always be able to see all the ribs and vertibrae along this
spinal column. Do not feed them too much raw meat. Make them crave
it; make them look for it; make them hunt for it. Please folks, please do
not feed them canned dog food. Table scraps with lots of vegetables will
suffice. You folks understand everything or have any questions? Just one
last thing .. . love them with all your might."
The night we brought the dogs home, Clarence decided to sleep with
me because we wanted to give them names. The two dogs finally fell
asleep, one on its side, the other on its stomach with its head resting on
his brothers's neck. We scrutinized every inch of the sleeping beauties.
"Hey look, Donald," Clarence exclaimed. "This one has a white ring
all the way around.his neck and that one, near you, has a white spot right
there on the back of his neck."
"Your're right!" I agreed. "So why don't we call that one 'Spot' and
this one 'Ring'?
For weeks we kept the two dogs tied together as the veterinarian had
instructed. Around each greyhound we fastened a felt lined collar and
joined the two together with a four-foot leather woven cord. For days the
young dogs resented the idea of being tied together and rebelled with
strident, unruly emotions. There were times when one greyhound,
sleeping peacefully, would suddenly be jerked by his wide awake brother
whose attention had been aroused by a slight movement of an
insignificant object such as a rolling leaf. The non-sleeping canine,
making a running charge toward the prey, would jar his sleeping brother
with an astounding jolt; dragging him for some distance until he could
gather his senses and manage to get himself up and join his brother's
plan. Occasionally both greyhounds, being wide awake, started off in
opposite directions; of course, one or the other's mind was, indeed,
always changed. Every morning for weeks, we untied the cord and let the
dogs go free. Nearly always, they stayed within a close distance. For
days we dragged a dead rabbit at the end of a fifteen-foot rope behind a
bicycle. Soon the dogs learned to scent and had a desire to search, chase
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and capture the real live rabbits in the vineyards. Each morning we took
the greyhounds into the vineyards one half hour earlier until we had the
dogs hunting at dawn.
In the grey light of morning, the rabbits could be seen; sometimes
hundreds of them nibbling away at some refreshing tidbit. The
greyhounds soon learned to hunt for themselves. Usually the rabbit
discovered or sensed the nearness of the canine first; whereupon, he
immediately faced the oncoming greyhound directly. T}le rabbit stayed
absolutely motionless in one positiion for a fraction of a minute, hoping
not to be detected by the four-legged hunter. However, when-the rabbit
realized the greyhound was too close for comfort, he usually made his
first and last mistake. That was turning quickly around, facing the
opposite direction, hesitating for another fraction of a minute and then
making a run for his life. The swift greyhounds, with lightning speed,
soon overtook the rabbit, grabbing it at the small of the back. For the
"kill'' the greyhound lowered the rabbit to the ground, placing one paw
on the rabbit's head, the other paw on its hind quarters and with one
quick upward pull physically broke the rabbit's back.
My brother and I developed a hunting system we referred to as "the
interception." One of us walked one greyhound to the edge of the
vineyard; then waited until the other greyhound had been walked to the
right qr left one-hundred or one-hundred fifty yards away and into the
rows of vines to a distance of another one or two-hundred yards. The
greyhound near the edge of the vineyard advanced slowly into the rows
of vines. The other greyhound moved slowly toward his brother at a
ninety degree angle. If one dog jumped a rabbit, the odds were the rabbit
would be intercepted by the other greyhound. In a few weeks the
greyhounds were hunting rabbits morning, noon and night on their own.
Jim Rogers once said he believed the two dogs had caught and killed
twenty-six rabbits in one twenty-four hour span. The greyhounds never
ate the rabbits at the time they were caught. They buried them in shallow
graves until the rabbit's fur had rotted away; then if the dogs were really,
terribly hungry they returned to the grave, dug up the.partially decayed
rabbit and had a feast.
Many times the greyhounds returned home after a day or night of
rabbit chasing with long open cuts, nearly the full length of the chest. The
cuts were caused by the dogs chasing a rabbit through or over a fence.
The high-speed, charging greyhound, not being able to go through the
fence, had but one choice. At the fastest speed possible he had to go back
a few feet, regain his running gait and make a gliding leap over the fence .
Many times there wasn't enough clearance between the dog's deep chest
and the top of the barbed wire strand of the fence. To their dying day, the
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greyhounds had remaining scars for the deep and long gashes they had
acquired during their youthful hunting days. As the greyhounds reached
their peak of maturity, Ring was the fastest. He could run alongside our
car, loping at thirty-two miles per hour, with the greatest of ease. Spot
could leap the highest. When I was fourteen, I was a little over five feet
in height. On command, Spot could easily make a running leap as
graceful as a ballet dancer and sail effortlessly over my head.
The greyhound species is not particularly known as a great watch dog;
but I can remember one occasion during irrigation season while Johnnie
O'Loan, Gene Crawford and I were swimming in the canal which ran
along the west side of our farm. Suddenly the irrigation water control
inspector from the Alta Water District approached the canal to measure
the depth of the water. He carried a long wooden measuring rod. The
greyhounds became suspicious as the inspector walked across the top of
the "drops." We were laughing and shouting so loudly, we didn't hear or
see the inspector. When he had finished inspecting the "drops" he
decided to greet us in a friendly, fatherly manner. Having never seen the
inspector before, Spot feared we were in &anger. With a sudden lunge he
plunged into the water and swam swiftly across the canal to the opposite
bank. Loping out of the water, he made an unexpected attack at the
inspector, setting his teeth in his thigh just above his knee. It took my two
friends and me a few anxious moments to call off the faithful greyhound.
The inspector agreed it was not the dog's fault. He said the animal
was only doing his duty to his master and his friends.
The greyhounds had been running for rabbits all afternoon. The sun
had dropped behind the west coast mountain range. It was nine o'clock
on a warm evening when Laura came into the living room with a worried
expresssion over her face . She stood near the door with her arms folded
under her small apron. Mother asked her, "What's the matter, dear?"
"Margaret, it's a little past nine and the dogs are not in yet. They
should have been here long ago. They're not hunting much at night any
more, unless someone goes with them."
The entire family went outside and called the greyhounds for what
seemed an hour. We were about to abandon the search for the canines
when we· noticed our neighbor, Mr. Freeman, walk into our driveway.
"Good evening folks," greeted the familiar friend who had the
appearance and mannerism of Abraham Lincoln.
"Good evening, Glenn," replied Mr. Thompson.
"How are you this evening, Mr. Freeman?"
"I'm afraid I'm rather sad at the moment. I have been hearing you call
your greyhounds."
"Yes, we have been," Mother responded.
"I'm sorry to tell you, but one of them has been hit by a car and is lying
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alongside the road. I tried to help, but the other dog won't let me get
within fifteen feet of him. I heard you call for them, so I left them and
came right over."
"Thank you , Mr. Freeman. Where are they?" asked Mother.
"Down the road about a quarter of a mile, near the cement bridge."
I ran around the house, across the back yard, up the tankhouse
stairway and yelled for Clarence. "One of the dogs has been hit by a car
up the road by the bridge. Come on!"
Clarence and I leapt down the stairs three or four steps at a time. At a
time like this, who counted? We ran as fast as we could, reaching the
dogs before Mother and Mr. Thompson could arrive. Spot was standing
over the body of his brother, Ring. When we called Spot to one side he
obeyed promptly. We knelt beside the pitiful greyhound. His eyes and
mouth were open. Mother and Mr. Thompson arrived very shortly and
asked if the dog was still alive; we gave them an affirmative reply.
"Donald boy," Mr. Thompson said calmly, "run as fast as you can
and bring the flat wheelbarrow."
I never ran so fast in my life. My heart beat so hard it ached with a pain
across my chest and down my arms. I don't remember going back with
the wheelbarrow, but I know I did. I do remember hearing Mr.
Thompson say, "Boys, there's not much we can do for him. He's pretty
well gone. There's blood coming from his mouth, ears and behind."
Clarence knelt on his hands and knees, crawled up to Ring's head and
with tears streaming down his cheeks cried pleadingly, "Please don't
die Ring. Please don't die! You're my dog and I love you."
To our surprise, Ring managed to move his head and one leg very
slightly. We slipped our hands and arms under his beautiful body and
very gently and carefully placed him onto the wheelbarrow.
"Please call the doctor, please!" begged his master.
"You go ahead, take him back to the house." instructed Mr.
Thompson. While Clarence pushed the wheelbarrow toward the house,
I overheard Mr. Thompson tell Mother he didn't believe Ring would live
through the night. He telephoned Dr. Womack and related to him the
circumstances and condition of the greyhound. Listening to the onesided conversation, I soon realized Dr. Womack would not be coming.
When my brother asked me if Dr. Womack was coming, I could not
answer. My eyes filled up with tears. "Donald, get a bucket of warm
water and bring it over to the woodshed," directed Clarence.
In the woodshed, Clarence laid his first boyhood cherished pet on its
side and covered it with a blanket. He had but one small skin cut which
bled very slightly. I brought the warm water. Clarence dipped a very soft
white rag into the water and gently sponged the dog's head and body.
During the early morning hours he fell asleep alongside his beloved pet.
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At six o'clock in the morning, all of us went into the woodshed.
Clarence was still sound asleep, but Ring was gone!
"Hey Clarence, " I yelled, "Wake up! Where's Ring? He's gone!"
Quickly, Clarence sat up. "Gone? Gone where?"
"How do we know? But he's gone!"
"Where's Spot?" inquired Laura. "Find Spot and you'll find Ring."
I ran to the dog house. "Here Spot! Here Spot! Here Spot!"
For over an hour we called both dogs, but to no avail. There was no
trace of either greyhound.
We had just finished a rather sad breakfast when Jim Rogers knocked
on the back porch door. Mother greeted him. "Good morning, Jim."
"Good morning, Mrs. Thompson. Mrs. Thompson, would you ask Ed
if he'd like to come with me?"
Clarence and I had our suspicions. "We want to come along, too," I
said.
"It's about Ring, isn't it Jim?" asked my brother, holding back the
tears. "He's dead, isn't he?"
Jim stepped off the porch onto the cement sidewalk. "Come on, I'll
show you where they are."
"They are?" Mother asked inquisitively.
"Yes Ma'am, Ring and Spot."
All of us, with the exception of Laura, walked to an area about seventy
yards south of the bam near the blackberry patch. There, in the tall green
grass on the slope of a small irrigation canal, lay our old friend. Spot, the
ever faithful, lay at the top of the bank with his head lowered along his
forelegs, guarding his brother's body until someone came to claim it. The
dead dog's head was pointed toward Spot as though he had said a fmal
goodbye to him. We buried the beautiful animal between the first two
rows of orange trees, closest to the house. He was five years old.
The passing of Ring brought the dog-t<rboy relationship between Spot
and me even closer. Winter months were becoming colder, with ice on
the puddles. I could not allow Spot to sleep in the dog house alone. After
much persuasion, Laura allowed him to sleep behind the stove in the
kitchen. With the coming of each winter, Spot seemed to suffer more and
more. As to all animals, age began slowing the wonderful creature down
a little more each month. During the first two weeks of a cold December,
we noticed the aging greyhound had stopped eating. He became weak
and hot with high fever. It was pneumonia. The great and faithful dog,
sensing death was near, somehow managed to stagger during the night to
the exact location where his brother, Ring had died. We buried him
alongside his brother. He was eleven years old.
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It is quite possible that even today there are two very large stones
between two rows of orange trees. And perhaps, if the printing is still
readable on the stones, I'm sure it says "Ring" on the one and "Spot" on
the other. Two dogs ... each a wonderful pet, companion, guardian and
loyal friend. Two young men, each a faithful master to his devoted pet.
There could be no greater love between man and beast.

Picture taken from a tank house (the Author's Sanctuary) of Valencia
orange trees.
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WHAT'S OLD, WHAT'S NEW
IN THE JAIL REGISTERS
OF SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA:
1890 and 1970
by Ellen Elizabeth Guillot
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The registers of the San Joaquin County Jail, California, of the years
1890 and 1970, were the same in appearance. They were heavy broad
ledgers bound in sturdy brown buckrum with red leather triangles at the
comers. Almost certainly in 1890, just as in 1970, the register was
spread across the stand before the officer when he made recordings on
the open page. In 1970, the registers were bulkier and contained more
particulars. In both the 1890 and 1970 registers, however, columns were
captioned similarly with name, sex, date received and released, offense
charged and officer or agency making the arrest, but in 1970, numbers
for each booking and court of jurisdiction were used and the "remarks"
column of 1890 was changed to "sentence" and "disposition." By 1970,
numbers and letters were substituted for the colorful words of the old
books. Indeed, no offense in 1970 was given a name. Instead, the offense
was recorded by number and letter corresponding to the title and section
of the legal code in which the offense was specified. Gone were such
vivid terms as "drunk,"" Jim Jams," "healthy beggar," "stage robber,"
"beating the boarding house," and "racing the horses." The older
registers took less time to read, tabulate and understand since they did
not require reference to the law and translation of number and letters into
words. 1
A study of the old documents of our cities and counties reveals the rich
past of this area and provides a means of determining changes in the
course of years. Our jail registers, for example, afford, researchers
interesting data on criminal offenses. The registers of the San Joaquin
County ·Jail of 1890 respond to a comparison of the old with
contemporary data, when checked against the jail registers of 1970. This
paper reports and compares the findings of one aspect of material which
the registers contained - the offenses which were charged at booking at
the San Joaquin Cou!Jiy Jail for the years 1890 and 1970. This study
also presents the patterns of offenses for which individuals were booked
in both years and attempts to explain the differences as reflections of the
conditions and values of the times.
There were two registers for 1890, one for the Stockton City Prison
and one for the San Joaquin County Jail, although the same jail building
served both political divisions. There were two registers for 1970,
required because of the greatly expanded number of persons admitted.
In both years, the San Joaquin County Jail served the entire county. It is
estimated that at least 90% of bookings took place at the county jail,
although there were in 1970 lock-ups at the police stations of Stockton,
Tracy, Lodi, Manteca, Escalon and Ripon and there were possible lockups at communities of the county in 1890. A one-hundred percent
sample of the 1890 data and a twenty percent sample of the 1970
material were used for this study.
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Number of Bookings

The total number of bookings in the registers of the Stockton City
Prison and the San Joaquin County Jail in 1890 was 1,758 and in the
registers of the San Joaquin County Jail in 1970, the total number was
15,410. When change in size of the county's population is taken into
account, 28,629 in 1890 and 290,208 in 1970, the percentage of
bookings to population was slightly higher in 1890 than in 1970 - 6.1%
in 1890 and 5.3% in 1970. Yet the percentages are remarkably similar.
This similarity suggests that the size of population determined the
provision for jail facilities that the county made.
Variety of Offenses

When one first examines the offenses charged at booking, one is
impressed with the greater variety of crimes for which individuals were
charged in 1970. In 1890, 47 different crimes were charged; in 1970,
21 0 different crimes were specified. There are two explanations for this
change which are inherent in . legislation enacted after 1890.
By 1970, legislation had extended to areas of living and of society
which were not included in legislation of 1890. Individuals were booked
at jail in 1890 almost only because of violations of the Penal Code, Part
I, entiteld "Of Crimes and Punishment." By 1970, laws had been
codified into the Vehicle Code, Health and Safety Code, Business and
Professional Code, and Welfare and Institutions Code, all of which
instituted violations which were represented .in bookings at the jail. In
addition, a new part had been added to the Penal Code, "Prevention of
Crime and Apprehension of Criminals" and Parts II and III on Criminal
Procedure and Imprisonment had added sections dealing with programs
of reform and treatment - probation, parole, and rehabilitation,
violations of which could result in rearrest. In 1890, 95% of bookings
were charged with violations of Part I of the Penal Code. In 1970, the
expansion of the law to additional crimes decreased the percentage of
admissions charged to Part I of the Penal Code to 67%.
The second explanation for the increase in diversity of crimes
recorded was the interest of legislators in precise definitions of criminal
behavior. A detailed analysis of criminal acts was not part, to the same
degree, of earlier legislation. The Penal Code remained fundamentally
the same in crimes which it set forth throughout the years, but
amendments analyzed the criminal acts into components and described
and numbered the components. Thus, the arresting officer, when making
his recording, had to specify the offense according to the detail of the
criminal act. For example, although in 1890 the law distinguished
between voluntary and involuntary manslaughter, by 1970 it had added
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two additional types of manslaughter, one committed while driving a
vehicle with gross negligence and one without gross negligence.
Similarly, rape was redefmed and divided into five sections in which its
commitment was determined as a separately numbered offense. To the
chapter on assault was added a section on assault with caustic
chemicals. The chapter which formerly had defined vagrancy in one long
sentence was ·divided into nine lettered sections, defining separately
loitering, soliciting, accosting, prowling, wandering, and "647f," by far
the most common offense for which the jail was used - "found in a public
place under the influence of liquor, any drug, toluene, any substance
defined as poison in Schedule D of Section 4160 of the Business and
Professional Code." The officer of 1970 had to distinguish between
"tampering with auto," Vehicle Code #10852 and "malicious mischief
to auto," Vehicle Code # 10853. Because of the greater refinement in
the writing of the law and because of its extension not only to regulations
regarding the automobile, but also to areas of health, safety, welfare,
prevention, and rehabilitation, this greater variety of crimes is explained.
Method of Procedure
In order to learn similarities and differences in offenses for the two
years, recordings in the column of the registers captioned "offense
charge" were tabulated. Tables I and II summarize the findings . The
tables present the offenses arranged in comparable categories and in
order to determine similarities and differences in the composition of jail
bookings, this study ranked the offenses according to frequency and
percentage of each offense category relative to the total number of
bookings. When reviewing the findings, comments explaining the
similarities and differences which occurred in the two years will be
made. Explanations are extended to characteristics of the larger society
of which the jail was a part.
Most Frequent Offenses
Overwhelmingly each year, the largest number of bookings in both
registers was charged to the title, Miscellaneous Crimes, of Part I of the
Penal Code. The number in 1890 was 1,306 - 74.29% of the total number
booked, and in 1970 the number was 7,370- 47.83% of the total.
Drunks, Lodgers, Vagrants, and Beggars. In 1970 almost all
bookings under Miscellaneous Crimes were for drunkenness. In
contrast, in 1890, although in this category drunkenness ranked first,
there were almost as many other bookings for lodgers, vagrants, and
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beggars. None was so charged in 1970. This is a startling change in the
jail population and one wonders what became of the vagrants, beggars
and lodgers. In the case of vagrants, the court stepped in and ruled that
the concept was constitutionally valid only ifit harmonized with notions
of decent, fair, and just administration and if the public safety demanded
that the individual identify himself (People v. Weger, 1967, 59 CaL).
Begging in 1970 was little practiced possibly because of modem welfare
programs or the the belief of many donors that their responsibility was
relieved through payment of taxes and contributions to organized
charities. Similarly, the disappearance of "lodgers" from the jail may
have been due to the provision for the destitute by private agencies.
Current opinion held in 1970 noted that the number of "skid rowers"
· was less than formerly. Different methods of hiring agricultural workers,
the location of migrant camps in the farming areas of the county, and
urban renewal in the city of Stockton possibly account for this reduction.
Probably the most cogent explanation is that an affiuent economy took
this group of people off the streets. Whatever the causes, their
disappearance from the jail can be a source of satisfaction to the
community. The inference is made that the community has solved, or at
least reduced, the social and criminal problems of vagrancy, begging and
lack of shelter.
Drunkenness. But the drunks were booked in large numbers at the
jail in 1970, just as they were in 1890. The percentage of those booked
was larger in 1970 than in 1890. However, a movement was underway
to remove them from the jail. The California legislature, in 1970, added
to Part II of the Penal Code the provision that any peace officer may
remove from custody any person arrested for intoxication if that person
is delivered to a facility or hospital for treatment "and no further
proceedings are desirable." The jail register of 1970 showed that a few
persons were released during the last half of the year under this'
provision. But resources were not sufficiently plentiful in the county to
take care of all those who were intoxicated and needed the protection of
the jail at least for the night. Perhaps jail registers of the year 2050 will
record no admissions for this offense because society by then will have
solved this problem, just as it solved problems of vagrancy, begging, and
lodging in the eighty years between 1890 and 1970. It may be too much
to expect, however, that the practice of drinking with consequent
disturbance "in a public place" will di_sappear even eighty years from
now. But however undaunted by possible discouragement the San
Joaquin County Honor Farm is developing in 1978 a detoxification
center which, it is hoped, "will eliminate approximately 70% of the
drunk bookings at the jail."
·vehicle Code Offenses. In 1970 the offenses lost to the jail were
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replaced by another large category - Vehicle Code offenses, most of
which were misdemeanors. Between 1890 and 1970, a new means of
transportation came into being, the automobile. It required regulations,
not only of the vehicle, but also of the driver. There were no counterparts
to Vehicle Code offenses in 1890, except "fast riding" for which there
were three bookings, plus one charge of"racing the horses." Yet this last
charge was so phrased that its meaning may place it in the category of
gambling instead of driving on the roadways. Also, since 1890 was the
railroad age, there must have been some tampering with the trains, but
according to the register of1890, the only offense in this connection was
"nonpayment of railroad fare ." One must conclude that there is
something in the nature of the automobile and the superhighways
markedly different from the older means of transportation by horses and .
railroads that brings individuals to jail. Following the characteristic of
contemporary times, legislataive regulations in regard to the vehicle and
its use are spelled out in detail. Misdemeanors include registering of
vehicles, stopping, standing, parking, overtaking and passing, speeding,
engaging in speed contests, carrying an open receptacle containing any
alcoholic beverage, licensing of drivers, prescribing the temple width of
glasses that must be worn while driving, and driving recklessly. Offenses
that may be judged as felonies are auto theft and reckless driving
resulting in injury. Auto legislation has been supported wholeheartedly
by society. Admissions charged to this code comprised 18% of total
bookings in 1970; only admissions for drunkenness ranked higher.
As already stated, Miscellaneous Crimes of drunkenness, lodging,
vagrancy, and begging constituted 75% of bookings in 1890 and
drunkenness and Vehicle Code violations, together, accounted for
almost as many, 65%, in, 1970. With the bulk of admissions charged to
these offenses, one wonders how the jail had room for those who
committed the many other well known crimes. Crimes ranking next in
number of bookings dropped to 5% of the total in both years. Many
crimes which engaged the attention of the public comprised only a
fraction of 1%.
Crimes Comprising Between 2% and 5%

In 1890, larceny, disturbing the peace, crimes connected with assault,
and malicious mischief were those amounting to between 2% and 5% of
bookings. In 1970, they were larceny, drug offenses, and the combined
assault charges. So similar was the number of bookings for larceny and
assault in both 1890 and 1970 that the difference in their percentages for
the two years was negligible. Important changes occurred, however, in
bookings for drug offenses, disturbing the peace, and malicious mischief.
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Larceny. With larceny, proportionately more were charged in 1890
with grand theft and less with petty theft than in 1970. Pickpockets were
listed in 1890;md not in 1970. No doubt a similar misdemeanor,
snatching a purse, took place in 1970, but, if the culprits got to jail, they
were included in the classification "theft of personal property."
Assault. In regard to assault crimes, they consisted of the
misdemeanors, assault and battery, and the felonies, referred to in both
1890 and 1970 as "assault with a dangerous weapon" and "assault to
murder," but in present-day reports of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation as "aggravated assault." A few more offenders proportionately came to jail in 1890 for ~'assault with a dangerous weapon"
and "assault to murder" than in 1970 for "aggravated assault."
Drug offenses. Completely absent from bookings in 1890 and
ranking fourth in their frequency in 1970 were drug offenses, set forth in
the Health and Safety Code. They numbered 690 or 4.45% of bookings
in 1970. As with the Vehicle Code offenses, the introduction of this
offense to the crime roster reflects significant social changes, but of a
different kind. Society has in recent years become concerned about the
health of its members and believes that, by legislation, practices
injurious to health and adverse to standards of behavior can be
controlled and even treated. To control harmful use of drugs, recent
legislation has dealt with possession, sale, transportation, importation,
solicitation, planting, cultivation and harvesting of narcotics and
marijuana. To treat illicit drug use, legislation has established a narcotic
detention, treatment and rehabilitation facility at the California
Rehabilitation center at Vacaville. Any thought of establishing programs
to treat offenders with the objective of making them better did not enter
legislation in 1890. That the drug problem was attacked energetically by
the police in 1970 is witnessed by the large number admitted to jail.
Disturbing the Peace. For charges of disturbing the peace, the
difference J:-etween the two years is significant, 3.52% of bookings in
189'0 and 1.'/ 5% in 1970. Using another statistic which takes account of
population growth, the rate per 10,000 population was 21.66 in 1890
and 9.30 in 1970. Despite street gangs and the well-known disturbances
by teena!!ers and university students during the period of the Vietnam
War in the late 1960's and early 1970's, it is possible that society has
become more peaceful. One needs only to recall stories offrontier crime
when knives and guns were flashed and brandished without compulsion.
Although the frontier had ended by 1890, its spirit was likely still present
in the eighteen-nineties. Legislators took recognition of these practices
and added to the Penal Code a part entitled, "Prevention of Crime" in
which possession, sale, and manufacture of guns and dangerous
weapons were put under legal jurisdiction. Adding the charges under this
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legislation in 1970, mainly for possessing and carrying of concealed
weapons, to the number charged the same year With disturbing the
peace, the percentage increases to 2.82%, still lower than in 1890. This
preventive legislation may have been effective along with the possibility
that society has become less raucous in our present decade.
Malicious Mischief. Charges for malicious mischief were much
higher by percentage in 1890. Officers in 1890 often recorded offenses
placed in this category with only the words, "malicious mischief' and
"misdemeanor." Such lack of specificity was not permitted in 1970.
When officers in 1890 wrote a more concrete term, they used such
phrasing as beating brand leg hom, cruelty to animals, fast driving,
sleeping in a bam, and visiting saloons. In 1970, when offenses were
charged under malicious mischief, the officers showed by numbers and
letters that bookings were for vandalism, cruelty to animals, trespassing,
and altering telegraph messages.
Offenses Approximately 1% of Bookings
In 1890, burglary and robbery were approximately 1% of charges at
booking. In 1970,, the crimes in the 1% category were burglary, robbery,
disturbing the peace, forgery, carrying concealed weapons, receiving
stolen property and the new charges of child welfare offenses and
violations of probation and parole.
Burglary and Robbery. The similar percentages of burglary and
robbery, representing old values of protection of person and property,
reveal persistence and constancy in their commitment. The lower
· ranking-of robbery in 1970, however, may suggest a slight abatement of
this crime.
Offenses connected with· ·children, probation and parole. In
1970, two crime categories appeared in the approximately 1% position
for which there were no charges in 1890. They were offenses connected
with the welfare of children and violations of probation, parole and the
out-patient status of the Narcotics Authority. Both categories, like drug
addiction, reflect the trend which gained momentum during this eightyyear period: that scientific study and analysis can lead to understanding
and treatment for the betterment of individuals and society; Accompanying this philosophy is a strong humanitarian commitment.
Offenses associated with the welfare of children numbered 170,
1.10% in 1970; none was so charged in 189,P. The charges were injury
to children, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, lewd and
lascivious acts against children, failure to provide for a child, concealing
a child with limited custody, and payment for adopting a child. It is
difficult to believe that neglect and abuse of children did not take place in
1890. By 1970, child welfare programs had become part of public
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welfare which brought such offenses out into the open and resulted in
admission to jail of some offenders. More frequent divorce with court
provision for care of children and more frequent adoptions with court
surveillance of procedures accounted for some of the charges. The
public and in tum legislation have now taken responsibility for
establishing and enforcing at least minimal standards of child care.
Charges of violations of parole, probation and the out-patient status of
the narcotics program amounted to just under 1% of jail bookings in
1970. Of course there were no offenders so charged in 1890. These
programs gave those conviCted an opportunity to live outside jail and
prison and take advantage of community facilities and the assistance of a
counselor to develop a noncriminal way oflife. It will be noted, however,
that when offenders were placed 'in these programs the state did not
relinquish its authority over thein. Failure to meet requirements of the
programs resulted in rearrest and possible readmission to jail.
Forgery. Although forgery accounted for a few admissions in 1890, it
ranked considerably higher in 1970. Increased use of checks, money
orders, drafts, traveler's checks, and credit cards may be a factor in this
increase and perhaps the new computer has facilitated the indentification of such defrauding.
Receiving Stolen Goods. Another crime in the 1% group in 1970
and cited only once in 1890 was "receiving known stolen goods." The
larger number in 1970 suggests that enterprises of this nature were more
widespread and that society placed greater responsibility and greater
disapproval on those who conspired with larcenists.
Offenses Approximately One-Half of 1% of Bookings

Offenses that constituted approximately 0.50% of bookings in both
years were in 1890 selling without a license, sex offenses and rape,
beating the boarding house, gambling, embezzlement, extortion, forgery,
and counterfeiting. In 1970, they were contracting without a license, sex
offenses and rape, and resisting a public officer.
Beating the Boarding House and EmbezzlemenL Appearing in
1890 among the one-half of 1% of bookings and entirely absent from the
1970 register were "beating the boarding house," also nonpayment of
railroad fare, embezzlement and extortion. The crime of"defrauding the
innkeeper" no longer was cause for jail admission in 1970. Likewise,
embezzlement and extortion, which our news media assure us were
committed in 1970, were probably taken care of administratively and
settled out of court by businesses and hotels. Also, because these crimes
are usually "white collar" ones, settlement by means other than jail
admission may have taken place. 3
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· Gambling. There were six bookings for gambling in 1890 and none
in 1970. One wonders if gamblers became more skillful in evading the
law by 1970. Charges for this offense in 1890 were "playing zenn" and,
it was noted, only those with oriental names were so charged.
Resisting a Public Officer. One offense constituting a higher
percentage of bookings in 1970 was "resisting a public officer." There
were only two so charged in 1890 and 85 in 1970. Comparing the
numbers to 10,000 population in each year studied, the rate is 0.6 in
1890 and 3.1 in 1970. This is an important difference. The question
arises: Were individuals less respectful of the law in 1970 than they were
in 1890? The affirmative answer is significant.
Sex Offenses and Rape. Slightly higher in 1970 were sexual
offenses. Rape accounted for the difference. Only one booking was
charged with rape in 1890, and 55 were so charged in 1970- for rape
"by threat of great and immediate bodily harm," for rape of an
"incompetent female," and "of a female unconscious of the nature of the
act." Greater freedom of women, their willingness to take police action
against rapists, a well as society's concern for the protection of young
women may explain this increase in 1970. It is inconceivable that more
rape did not take place in 1890 than is represented by the one booking at
the jail. On the other hand, the percentage of other sexual offenses was
not different. In 1890, they consisted of "crimes against nature,"
"indecent exposure" and "exposing his person." In 1970, the law calls
similar acts "sex perversions," and "sodomy." Five bookings for selling
obscene matter were included in the count of sexual offenses in 1970.
Also by the latter date, the law required that anyone who was convicted
of assault with intent to commit rape, the infamous crime against nature
or who had been determined to be a sexual psychopath must when in the
community register with the chief of police. Failure to register was also
classified among the sexual offenses in 1970.
Offenses Less Than One-Third of I% of Bookings
Murder and Manslaughter. Among several crimes which fell into
this last percentage classification of less than 0.33% of bookings were
murder and manslaughter. In 1890 only one booking charged murder
and one manslaughter. In 1970, five were charged with murder, fifteen
for voluntary and involuntary manslaughter and fifteen for manslaughter
on the highway, both with or without negligence. The total was 35.
Computing bookings in relation to population, the ratio to 10,000
population was 0.6 in 1890 and 1.6 in 1970. An appreciable part of the
difference can be attributed to manslaughter on the highways.
Escapes. Escapes and aiding escapes were recorded in 1970 and not
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in 1890. Either the jail was not bothered with this problem in 1890 or the
police preferred not to record the escapes. Escape while in the
community on education and job-training programs or on work furlough
as "weekenders" accounts for most of the bookings in this category.
Arson was charged in 1970 and not in 1890. That there were fires in
the county during the late nineteenth century is reported in numerous
histories of Stockton and San Joaquin County. Certainly arson was not
unknown. Insurance companies with more extensive coverage in 1970
may have pressed the police to apprehend arsonists.
Kidnapping showed a larger number in 1890 than in 1970. Yet with
this crime and with many others in the low percentage range, the figures
are so small that comparison between the two years is hardly justified.
Additional Crimes
In 1970, a few additional crimes were charged that have not been
included in the classifications of offenses used in this review. Crimes
against justice were "contempt of court" and "false fire alarms;" crimes
against the person were "shooting at occupied dwelling;" crimes against
the public peace were "remaining at riot scene;" crimes against property
were "purchase by junk dealer of illegal wire," "stealing water,"
"entering and remaining on posted property," and "interfering with
power lines." They are sufficiently distinct to justify not placing them in
the classifications that were arranged. They illustrate what two scholars
of the legislative process have observed, "We have had to elaborate ;md
refine. . . . The historical tracing of any of the numerous sections of the
law shows that we have been compelled to become more and more
concerned with practical details and defmitions of the basic law." 4
Other Reasons for Admissions
In matters pertaining to the administration of law enforcement and of
the jail as a community institution, there were important changes. The
jail was used for federal offenders in 1970, but not in 1890. These
federal ~ffenders were deserters from the military or aliens who had
entered the country illegally and were held until picked up by federal
officers. Also, admissions on warrants and supreme court orders were
more numerous in 1970.
The insane were a significant number of those booked at the county
jail in 1890. They were kept overnight and taken the next day to the
California State Hospital located in Stockton. That an answer to this
problem has not yet been found is attested to by the Commander of the
Jail. No longer may an individual be admitted for insanity; a criminal
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offense must be assigned. Yet there is difficulty in finding an immediate
facility for such individuals who need to be off the streets and provided
with care.
Discussion and Conclusion

Registers of the San Joaquin County Jail for the years 1890 and 1970
recorded offenses charged at booking. The registers of 1970 presented
the information more completely. The information was more precise
with numbers and letters referring to the legal code, title, chapter, and
section which defined the violations charged. The 1890 registers
identified offenses by words, not always in legal terms. The early
terminology had to be interpreted as to meaning and assigned according
to the researcher's judgement to an offense category. For this study,
, offenses were classified, counted, and tabulated according to frequency
and percentage of total bookings.
Summary of Findings

This analysis revealed that the following offenses constituted about
the same percentage of bookings in both years surveyed: larceny,
burglary, robbery, assault offenses, selling without a license, and sex
offenses other than rape.
Offenses with higher percentages of bookings in 19?0 than in
1890 were drunkenness, Vehicle Code violations, drug offenses,
forgery, crimes associated with child welfare, violations of probation
and parole, receiving stolen goods, carrying concealed weapons,
resisting a public officer, rape, murder and manslaughter, escapes, and
arson.
Offenses with larger percentages of charges in 1890 were those of
lodger, vagrancy, begging, disturbing the peace, malicious mischief,
embezzlement, extortion, gambling, defrauding the boarding house,
committing a nuisance and kidnapping.
Almost the same percentage of the population of the county was
booked each year at the jail. A process of replacement of some offenses
by others was obvious. Among those who fashioned the pattern of
charges in 1890, ·but not in 1970, were lodgers, beggars vagrants,
disturbers of the peace, those practicing financial indiscretions, as at the
boarding houses and on the railroads, the embezzlers and extortionists
and those of irresponsible behavior: the mischief and nuisance makers.
They were replaced in 1970 by traffic violators, drug violators and
addicts, those who neglected their children, violators of probation and
parole, escapees, receivers of stolen goods, carriers of weapons, and
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those who resisted a public officer. Yet some charges continued almost
unabated and were important components of both patterns: thieves and
larcenists, burglars, robbers, assaulters, sex offenders, and drunks.
Limitations of the Data

The data studied possessed three limitations for the making of valid
inferences and conclusions. ( 1) Only one year was studied in each time
period, a unit sufficiently brief to cast doubt on the data's representation
of the times. (2) Bookings at the jail cannot provide a sure index of the
incidence of crime in the community. Th~ !"oad of law enforcement is a
long and complicated one and much baggage and many travelers drop
out en route. The bookings at the jail may ,be far removed from the
crimes actually committed. (3) Rates of bookings to population cannot
be acceptably computed, although size of the community's population in
which the crimes are committed is a dimension that should be taken into
account in any study of criminality. The booking is an event. It is not
necessarily a separate individual. Duplications of individuals charged
which, if known, would have made possible proper figures to relate to the
county's population, were not available from the data. Percentages of
total bookings had to suffice here to judge differences and similarities.
Conclusion

A lthough the jail registers could not provide appropriate data for
determining valid significant differences, . the limitations are not
adequate grounds for rejecting their usefulness. The data showed dear
patterns of criminal behavior of the county which resulted in bookings at
the jail. The registers gave a flavor of the times indicative of the society
in which the crimes were committed.
Local jails, in contrast to prisons, traditionally were established and
designed ' for minor offenders whose crimes did not justify severe
punishment. The San Joaquin County Jail has continued to be used in
this way. Although 10% more bookings in 1890 were charged with
misdemeanors than with felonies as compared to those in 1970, 87%
and 77% respectively, those sentenced to longer than one year and
transferred as felons to a state facility did not differ markedly, 0.9% in
1890 and 1.6% in 1970 ..Thejail during both years was used mainly for
those who needed protection from themselves and from others and for
the protection of others, for those who could not provide bail and whose
dependability to appear at court was questioned, and for those whose
sentences were for less than one year's imprisonment as misdemeanants.
Although the jail took part in processing felons, this study shows that
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overwhelmingly the jail took care of minor offenders who constitute the
bulk of the county's crime p:oblem.
The problem of misdemeanors has many underlying causes. Reflected
in the pattern of bookings in 1890 were economic conditions, the
maintenance of peace and order, protection of person and property, the
values of responsible and honest individual behavior, decency, safety
and care of the insane, humanitarianism, and punishment. Prominent in
1970 bookings in addition to those of 1890, were those involved with
changes in mechanization, the health and safety of the community and
its members, the welfare of children, human rights, public justice,
respect for the state, scientific philosophy and rehabilitation. The
problem of misdemeanors continues to be an integral part of community
values and conditions. Through legislation which specifies the misdemeanors and changes in response to the times, the community
continues to maintain and support its values and regulate its social
processes and institutions.
Offenses charged in the registers studied provide support for the
theory proposed by a French sociologist of the nineteenth century,
Emile Durkheim. He theorized that crime is present in all societies, but
that its form changes in response to new conditions and values. If acts
were no longer committed that offended strong collective sentiments,
other collective sentiments would open up new sources of criminality, he
said. The values or "sentiments," the word used by Durkehim, to which
the San Joaquin County Jail gave more attention in its bookings in 1890
than in 1970 were those involved with economic conditions and poverty
and with the peace andorderofthe community. In 1970, more attention
was given to the safety and health of the community and its citizens, the
welfare of children, human rights, public justice and to programs of
rehabilitation based on understanding of society and individuals .and on
efforts to overcome and remedy recognized, defined and described
problems. Durkheim gave the example of Athenian law and of Socrates
who "was a criminal and his condemnation was no more than just.
However, his crime, namely, the independence of his thoughts, rendered
a service not only to his country, but to humanity. It served to prepare a
new morality." 5

NOTES
1. Registers of the San Joaquin County Jail of the decadespfthe eighteen-nineties were
loaned to the Stuart Collection of the Library of the University of the Pacific by the late
Sheriff Michael N. Canlis. Responding to the comparison of the old with contemporary
data, he also made available the jail registers of 1970.
2. Stockton Record, March 16, 1978.
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3. To support this explanation, it may have been noted that no offense was charged to a
violation of the Agricultural Code, although the county is one of great agricultural
productivity. No doubt violations were handled administratively and bureaucratically by
officials of the State and County Departments of Agriculture,
4. Palmer, William J. and Paul P. Selvin, "The Development of the Law in
California," in West's Annotated California Codes, 1954. p. 22.
5. Durkheim, Emile. The Rules of Sociological Method. Translated by Sarah A.
Silovay and John H. Mueller and edited by George E. G. Catlin, eighth edition, New
York: The Free Press, Glenco, Illinois, 1950, pp.65-73 .
Table I
Rank Order of Offenses Charged at Booking
San Joaquin County Jail, California
1890
Rank

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

Offense
Drunkenness
Lodgers
Vagrancy & Begging
Larceny
Disturbing the peace
Assault
Malicious Mischief
Bwglary
Robbery
Selling without a License
Sex Offenses and Rape
Beating boarding house & RR
Forgery & Counterfeiting
Gambling
Embezzlement & Extortion
Offenses less than 0.33%:
Committing a nuisance (5); Obtaining
goods under false pretense ( 5); Kidnapping
(4); Peijury & Conspiracy (2); Carrying
concealed weapon (2); Resisting an officer
(2); Murder & Manslaughter (2); City
ordinances, etc. (7).
Other
Insane
Warrants, witnesses
Unrecorded

TOTAL

Number Percentage
650
429
227
85
62
55
41
29
17
8
8
7
7
6
6
29
53

36.97
24.40
12.91
4.83
3.53
3.13
2.32
1.65
0.97
0.46
0.46
0.39
0.39
0.34
0.34
1.65
3.01

53
12
27

3.01
0.68
1.53

1758

99.96

.67

Table II
Rank O rder of Offenses Charged at Booking
San Joaquin County Jail, California
1970

Offe n se

Number
Number* Percentage
2 0% Samele 100%

1.
1. Drunkenness
2. Vehicle Code Violations
3. Larceny
4. Drug Offenses
5. Assault
6. Burglary
7. Disturbing the peace
8. Forgery
9. Child Welfare Offenses
10. Carrying concealed and
possessing loaded weapons
11. Violations of probation &
parole
12. Receiving stolen property
13. Robbery
14. Contracting w/o license
15. Sex offenses & rape
16. Resisting a public officer
17. Other misc. crimes
(loitering)
18. Offenses less than 0.33%:

1462
554
155
138
100
57
54
46
34
33

7310
2770
775
690
500
285
270
230
170
165

47.44
17.98
5.03
4.45
3.24
1.84
1.75
1.49
1.10
1.07

30

150

0.97

30
22
19
19
18
13

150
110
95
95
90
65

0.97
0.71
0.61
0.61
0.58
0.42

68

340

2.20

Other offenses against property ( 10); Escapes
(10); Malicious mischief (8); Murder & manslaughter (7); Peijury & conspiracy ( 6); Against
public peace ( 5 ); Against public justice ( 4 );
criminal procedure (3); general provisions (3);
Arson (3); Fish & Game violations (2); Against
revenue & property of State ( 1); Against public
decency & good morals (5); Kidnapping (1).
19. Other
W arrants, court orders
99
495
490
Federal offenses
98
33
165
Unrecorded

3.2 1
3.1 8
1.07

TOTAL

3082

15410

99.92

*Figures for 1970 extrapolated from 20% sample (actual number
multiplied by 5).
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CAPTAIR
JOKR WILIOR
~TBADIB

OP TKI PACIPIC
by Loren Nicholson
Blessed with extraordinary confidence, untethered by ordinary kinds
of socio-cultural bias, and motivated by goals of which risk and
adventure and fortune were intrinsically bound ... Captain John Wilson
enjoyed unusual material success and wide-ranging recognition among
those with whom he came in contact in Alta California.
But, he was not one to keep a diary or write long letters. In fact,
existing correspondence makes it clear that he was a poor writer. It is the
papers of his contemporaries that record their contact with him in bits
and pieces during thirty-five action-oriented years. So, now, it is
possible to gain a view ofmostofhis life from ship's captain duringhidedroghing days until the time when he was truly master of all he surveyed
from the doorstep of his abode on Rancho Canada de Los Osos in San
Luis Obispo County.
Captain Wilson seemed unusually flexible. He accepted change
without apparent discomfort, and his willingness to deal with change and
fit within new societal patterns contributed measurably to his success.
No doubt, the ability to meet change played a key role worthy of
consideration when analyzing the place ofthose "foreigners" who made
their homes and sought success in California during the Mexican period
and the transition into the American period. Some of Wilson's friends
and business acquaintances were not so able in this respect.
Consider the expectations of Mexican California society for those
who sought to be a part of it and enjoy its advantages. Few Anglos could
have dealt with the impact of these necessary changes if they had felt
bound to the firm dogma and values of their heritage. The changes which
Captain Wilson accepted are no different from those which others of his
background accepted in varying degrees:
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- He lived the greater part of his life far from his origin and among
people whose way of life was quite different from those of his homeland.
According to his headstone in the cemetary in San Luis Obispo,
California, he was born in Dundee, Scotland in 1798. As a young man,
he had sailed to Callao. From there, he regularly sailed the coast of
South America, Mexico and Alta California. His trading voyages soon
included the Sandwich Islands.
- He was sufficiently flexible in his religious beliefs so that he became
a member of the Catholic Church and was buried in a Catholic
cemetery. Dundee, his birthplace, had been at the center of the
reformation and -a stronghold of the Covenanters in the religious wars. 1
- He became a naturalized citizen of Mexico which made him eligible
for land ownership in California. In his lifetime, he was a citizen of
Scotland, Mexico and the United States.
- He married a California woman, Ramona Carrillo de Pacheco, a
widow and a member of an influential California family in 1836.
Richard Henry Dana recalled attending Wilson's wedding:
I had made a pet of his brig, the Ayacucho, which pleased him almost as much as my
remembrance of his bride and their wedding which I saw at Santa Barbara in 1836." 2

How well Wilson met the challenges of the life he led is represented in
the impressions contemporaries provide.
Throughout his book, Dana made admiring references to Captain
Wilson and his ship. Wilson was a courageous man who took many risks
to achieve his goals. He was also an exceptionally good seaman. Dana
described him in heroic terms after Wilson helped the Pilgrim, the ship
on which Dana was a sailor, avert a possible crisis:
We now began to drift down toward theAyachuco:...he (Wilson) did not hesitate to give
his advice, and, from giving advice, -he gradually came to taking command; ordering us
when to heave and when to pawl, and backin~ and filling the topsails, setting and taking in
jib and trysail, whenever he thought best"
... "Old Wilson" (the captain of the Ayacucho) had been many years on the coast, and
knew the signs of the weather. 4
Captain Wilson was remarkable, among the sailors on the coast, for his skill. 5

Young Dana described Wilson as "a short, active well-built man"
who was "about fifty years ... ,"but he was mistaken in his estimate of
Wilson's age. 6 Wilson was 37 years old in 1835.7
Captain Wilson arrived in California in 18268 and was listed as
masteroftheThomasNowlanin 1827. 9 In 1829, thelogbookoftheBrig
Waverly recorded:
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James Scott and James McKinley bought Mission San Luis Obispo·
for $510. (This photo is reproduced by permission of the Huntington
Library, San Marino, California.)
This sketch ofMission San Luis Obispo by William C. Hutton in 1850
also includes the two-story home of Captain John and Mrs. Ramona
Wilson (shown immediately to the left of the Mission). A Carnegie
Library building later occupied this site and presently serves as the San
Luis Obispo County Museum. In 1845, Wilson and his partners
James Scott and James McKinley bought Mission San Luis Obispo at
for $510. (This photo is reproduced by permission of the Huntington
Library, San Marino, California.)
The Thomas Nowlan, John Wilson, master, was owned by the firm of James Goldie of
Lima. The vessel had been trading on the coast for hides and t:il.low, and on June 16 was
anchored at Santa Bai-bara. 10

The year Wilson arrived in California, Captain William Goodwin
Dana was master of the Waverly mentioned above. This man was a
cousin of Richard Henry Dana. Later, the master of the Waverly and
Wilson both married Santa Barbara women, established homes and
families in the pueblo and became grantees of neighboring ranchos near
Mission San Luis Obispo. James Scott, supercargo with the Waverly
that year, became Wilson's lifelong partner and friend. They may have
already known each other at the time.
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During the years from 1827-30 while Wilson was master of the
Thomas Nowlan and sailing the Pacific Coast between Lima and
California, Ramona, Wilson's future wife, was married to Don
Romauldo Pacheco, who gained the rank of colonel on the staff of
Mexican Governor Manuel Victoria. Ramona and her first husband had
two sons ... Romauldo and Mariano. The11; her husband was killed in 1831. ·
With a force represe~ting the Mexican government, Pacheco had
accompanied Governor Victoria from Monterey enroute south to bring
under control a rebel force of Californians acting under the leadership of
Jose Maria Avila. The parties met near Cahuenga Pass on the coastal
trail between Santa Barbara and Los Angeles. Apparently, Governor
Victoria expected to resolve their differences through negotiations, but
Avila suddenly rushed Victoria with sword drawn and succeeded in
injuring him.
Pacheco attempted to defend the governor, and Avila turned and ran
his sword through the young officer and killed him. The two groups
parted hurriedly. Governor Victoria recovered from his.wounds and left
California in early 1832.'1
Ramona remained a widow in Santa Barbara for the next several
years.
In 1831, the year Ramona was widowed, Captain Wilson became the
master of the Ayacucho, 12 an English brig described as the fastest vessel
on the coastY
By 1833, and probably earlier, James Scott became supercargo
aboard theAyacucho. Scott, too, arrived in California from Scotland by
way of Lima in 1826. In his diary, Douglas 14 said that both Scott and
Wilson were formerly employed by "Dr. Robertson of Lima." When
Robertson retired, he "made his business over to them."
For nearly a decade, beginning in 1833, Scott had business
correspondence on behalf of the Wilson-Scott partnership with Abel
Steams, an American businessman at San Pedro. During the 1830's,
these letters were sent from San Pedro, Santa Barbara, San Diego and
from other landings where Wilson and Scott traded. The principal
products which Wilson and Scott sought in exchange for goods they
carried from Mexico and South America were hides and tallow. 15 ·
Ramona was 24 years old when she and Wilson married in 1836.
Mter that date, Wilson established his home in Snta Barbara. He took
Ramona's two boys as his own. The couple had four more children, three
daughters and a son. The girls' names were Ramona, Ignacio and Juana.
Their son, the youngest, was named John, after his father. 16
Even while expanding his shipping and trading activity and engaging
in land acquisition, Wilson was keenly interested in his home and his ..
growing family in Santa Barbara.
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As far away as Valparaiso, Wilson spoke proudly of Ramona and the
children, and Atherton once commmented to Larkin: "He appears to be
very fond of his Wife and family," 17
Since formal schooling for the children in California at the time was so
limited, Wilson arranged for Romauldo and Mariano to go to Oahu
where he placed the boys in what was apparently a missionary school
under Andrew Johnstone.
Wilson also widely recommended Johnstone to others in California
who wanted educations for their children. On August 27, 1840, Larkin
wrote Johnstone:
I send to you my eldest child Oliver (he is seven years old April the 13th, 1841) for the
purpose of putting him under your charge and schooling. Captain Wilson has informed me
you have plenty of room for a few boys from this Coast, and we are anxious to have them
sent to you.... It will be unfortunate if it is otherwise, as there are six boys from eight to
eleven years of age going to you by Ca~tn. Paty's Barque . . . sons of Messrs. Spense,
Watson, Kinlock, Wilson and Fitch." 1

. Travelers arriving in Santa Barbara were impressed by the hospitality
of the Wilsons.
Edward Vischer, whose sketches contributed so much to our
knowledge of how the towns and missions of Mexican California looked,
visited Santa Barbara in 1842, enjoying the hospitality of the Wilson
home. He said of his visit
Santa Barbara . . . has an atmosphere of pious individualism which is soon felt by a
newcomer. Yet there is no lack of elegant households among the foreign element, and the ,
house of Captain Wilson, whose guest I was durin~ m~ short stay, was to me a most
pleasing picture of domestic comfort and harmony. 9

Ramona's sons drove Vischer in the family carriage to the top of the
hill where he could visit Mission Santa Barbara and enjoy the panoramic
view of the pueblo and the bay. In his writing, he referred to the
handsomeness of Romauldo and Mariano. He also referred to their time
in the Sandwich Islands where they attended school.
Captain John Paty was an9ther visitor who was impressed with the
hospitality of the Wilson family:
My family had been left .... with the family of Captain Wilson at Santa Barbara, where
they stayed some three months, and while there both of my children were very sick.
Captain Wilson and all his family were kind to them; 20

· Once when Wilson felt that Ramona had been falsely accused, he was
fiercely protective. Soon after they were married, he heard that Abel
Steams in Los Angeles blamed Ramona for some of the difficulties he

73

was having with the Mexican government, and Wilson was determined to
get to the bottom of it.
Unlike Wilson, Stearns was frequently at odds with the Mexican
government and the people. Stearns found himself threatened with
deportation by both Governors Manuel Victoria and Mariano Chico.
Ramona's first husband who was killed defending Governor Victoria
·and Governor Chico had been a guest at the Wilson home only a short
time before Stearn's rumored accusation:
Wilson wrote Stearns:
I arrived here two days since and was never more surprised in my life than to hear from
Mr. Robert Elwill that you said when at this place that my wife has been speaking against
you and was wholy or partly the instigator of your having to leave the country. If you have
said so you have done her a very great injustice as it is a falsehood for she has never even so
much as mentioned your name or said one single word regarding you in any respect.
This intelligence has caused her as well as myself considerable uneasiness, and I shall
take it as a great favor if you will write me regarding this affair, who has told you or led you
to believe such infamous stuff. 21

Within the month, Stearn's apologetic answer reached Wilson in
Santa Barbara:
... I am equally as much surprised as you weretohearthatMr. RobertElwill "said that
your lady had been spellking against me ... "
I have never made use of any such expressions to any person, neither have I had cause to
believe that Mrs. Wilson had spoken against me . . .
At St. Barbara on my return from Monterey several persons .. . asked me what kind of
reception I had at Monterey with the governor. I observed that the Gife Dn. Mariano
Chico had said to me that from the time of his landing on the beach at St. Barbara until the
present, all who had spoken of me, both natives and foreigners, had given bad information
of me, and those who had not, had remained silent when he had made inquiries . . .
. . . ifl recollect right Mr. E made . . . mention of some of the persons who had visited Dn.
M. C. and the houses he had visited while there, among others yours was mentioned and I
observed that it could not be possible that Mrs. W. had said anything against me, that you
were my friend and she could have no motive in doing so . . .
I regret extremely the uneasiness which Mr. Elwill has caused Mrs. Wilson and yourself
and you will please assure Mrs. W. of my regard for her welfare and happiness . . .22

The discussion apparently ended with this exchange. Stearns and
Wilson continued to do business together for many years afterward.
On April6, 183 7, Governor Juan Bautista Alvarado granted the Suey
Rancho to Ramona. It included 48,835 acres located on both sides of the
Santa Maria River. When county boundaries were later established, a
part of this rancho lay in both Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo
Counties. On the same day, Alvarado also granted the Nipomo Rancho
of 3 7,9 55 acres to William Goodwin Dana, formerly master of the Brig
Waverly, and Rancho Santa Manuela with 16,955 acres to Francisco
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Captain John Wilson's adobe on the Canada de Los Osos grant as it
appears today. Beyond the Irish Hills in the background lies the Pedro Y
!slay grant owned by Wilson and Scott The two touching ranchos
totalled 32,430. 76 acres. The house is used today as a farm storage
building on private land off Turri Road in the Los Osos Valley.
Branch, both foreigners who married California women living in Santa
Barbara. These grants were located in present-day San Luis Obispo
County. 23
In 1838, Wilson and Scott acquired a second vessel, the Barque
Index, and Scott became its master. Wilson continued as master of the
Ayacucho. For a time, Wilson was master of a vessel called the Fly.
Then beginning in October, 1844, Wilson was master of the Juanita, and
English built schooner. 24
Wilson and Scott exhibited remarkable energy in their shipping
activities during the 1840's. On June 5, 1840, Wilson was reported
arriving at Oahu after 35 days at sea out of Lima. He was sailing the
Fly. 25 Later, in this same year, he was back again in Santa Barbara
writing Steams about recently seeing Governor Alvarado. In the same
letter, he mentions that he had lost track of Scott who was seprmg the
interests of the. partnership as master of the lndex. 26
During the year 1841, various men of the sea were discovering
opportunities for land grants along the coast in what later became
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Sonoma County. Some twenty--three grants had been made in this area
by this time, and James Scott was listed among the recipients. 27
Meantime, that year, Wilson spent several weeks in San Francisco and
wrote Larkin to tell him that he and Scott had both otter and seal skins
for sale. He suggested that Larkin see Scott in Santa Barbara if
interested. They were asking $38 each for the otter skins and Wilson
said that they expected to market the seal skins in Matzatlan. 28
At the beginning of 1842, Wilson and Scott were still operating their
warehouse in San Diego where they stored hides, tallow and other
· California products both for themselves and for others. Here, they
accumulated inventory until they found a ready market or until they
started another trading trip. 29
By now, they were widely known in the trade. When Hudson Bay
Company sought to close its California affairs in Autumn, 1843, a
company official recommended that a representative contact Wilson
and Scott, among others, about buying the company's accounts
receivable. Hudson Bay offered these assests at one-third of their face
value. Wilson and Scott would have been able to quickly decide the
merit of such a business transaction since they would have known the
credit standing of those Californians who owed Hudson Bay Company. 30
During August, 1843, Atherton mentioned in a letter to Larkin that
Wilson and Scott were in Valparaiso. They told him about the Thomas
ap Gatesby Jones debacle at Monterey, about his apology and his
withdrawal. 31 In 1844, they were again at Oahu where they traded and
"left here some weeks since in a small schooner with a large nd most
excellent cargo ... " 32
In 1845, the Juanita, with William Streeter on board, set sail for
Lima, but it was leaking so badly that it turned back to San Diego. 33
Meantime, Atherton in Valparaiso expressed concern to Larkin by letter
because he had not seen a California ship for sometime. He had heard
that Scott was coming, but he received word from Callao that he had not
arrived. He assumed that the vessel had turned back for some reason. 34
After about 1844, Wilson seemed to give up life at sea to concentrate
the partnership interests in land acquisition. But not Scott. The Juanita
was apparently repaired, and Scott served as its master. James
. McKinley worked as supercargo with Scott for a time.
McKinley, another Scotsman, was a vigorous tradesman. From time
to time, he was part of business ventures with Wilson and Scott. He
arrived in California during the early thirties, trading up and down the
Pacific Coast. For several years he was associated with Captain H. D.
Fitch. McKinley led a group of foreigners against Governor Manuel
Micheltorena on the side of Alvarado-Castro forces. 35 McKinley was
political and he was a fighter. He had frequent problems with one group
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Interior view of upper floor in the Wilson adobe. It probably served as a
· large bedroom for a growing family and also accommodated visitors.

or another, but always seemed to come out all right.
On January 1, 1844, Wilson and Scott bought Rancho Pecho Y lslay
from Francisco Padilla for $1,500. They paid Padilla $500 in cash and
Padilla took the batance in merchandise as desired. 36 This rancho
stretched along the coast west of the Los Oso Valley in present-day San
Luis Obispo County. Montana de Oro State Park ~ow occupies a
· portion of the original rancho. The Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant has
been constructed on part of this property in recent years.
· Padilla acquired this grant by filing a joint petition with another
Californian named Santiago Urista. For an unexplained reason,
Governor Micheltorena made the grant only to Padilla on April 29,
1843. Padilla kept the grant for only eight months before selling to
Wilson and Scott.37
Before the year 1844 ended, Wilson and Scott bought another even
larger rancho. It was the Canada de .Los Osos which touched their
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coastal rancho at its northern tip. The present-day communities of
Baywood Park and Los Osos are situated upon a part of this grant.
They bought the Los Osos Rancho from Victor Linares. Linares had
petitioned Governor Alvarado for this four square league tract, and it
was granted to him on December 1, 1842.
Wilson and Scott bought this rancho on May 29, 1844, for "2,166
pesos y4 reales" with $400 in cash and" 1, 766 y 4 reales in goods at just
prices." The total price would have been about $1,000. The two
~ouching ranchos totalled 32,430.76 acres. After Governor Pia Pica
took office, Wilson and Scott petitioned for this land in their own names,
and it was granted to them September 24, 1845. 38 Pio Pica was
Ramona's cousin and seemed to act promptly upon their requests.
During the next month, a petition which the partners had submitted to
Governor Pia Pico for the Rancho Canada: Del Chorro was acted upon
favorably. This grant consisted of about one square league in the Chorro
Valley separated from the Canada ·de Los Osos Rancho by a low
mountain range. The grant was dated October 10, 1845. Wilson and
Scott obtained judicial possession on May 15, 1846.39 This grant runs
along the valley and foothills on both sides of present-day Highway One
north of San Luis Obispo. A portion of the land is now occupied by the
California Mens Colony, the United States Army Camp San Luis
Obispo and Cuesta Community College.
During the time that California governors under the Mexican regime
were acting favorably and generously toward petitions for grants of land,
they also gave consideration to the Indians.
Governor Alvarado vested authority with local alcaldes to make such
grants on September 9, 1842. Mariano Bonilla was alcalde at San Luis
Obispo during this time, and he granted several Indians parcels of land
close to the Mission gardens. Individual plots ranged in size from about
100 to 200 square varas and were determined by the size of the Indian's
family.
Bonilla did not record these individual grants, but apparently, he
prevented others from applying for this land. Another square mile of
land at a greater distance from the mission was also granted to Indians.
Wilson was very interested in one of the larger grants made to an
Indian by the name of Romualdo. This parcel was known as Huerta de
Romualdo after its owner. It was situated in the Chorro Valley and along
the saddle of a peak now called Romualdo in honor of this Indian. It
separated Wilson's Canada del Chorro Rancho from his Canada de Los
Osos Rancho.
Romualdo had occupied this land for years, according to other
Indians. In 1841, Romualdo lived with his wife and adopted son in a
typical Chumash pole shelter in a protected area on a low slope.
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Romualdo was well-known and especially favored by the local
government because of good services performed for the mission and
government. Romualdo was even known to have performed favorable
service on behalf of Governor Alvarado.
In 1842, Romualdo asked for about 300 by 1000 varas ofland at this
location. When Alcalde Bonilla delayed his request, Governor
Alvarado instructed him to process the application. During the year
1843, Romualdo was apparently employed by Governor Alvarado in
some way. 40
Wilson eventually succeeded in buying the Huerta de Romualdo from
its Indian owner for $150. 41 Scott's name was not included as an owner
in this purchase. This property provided a land connection for all of the
Wilson-Scott properties from the Chorro Valley to the ocean with the
exception of the Suey, granted in Ramona's name and mentioned
earlier.
Then, came what may be considered their most historically
meaningful purchase. During 1845, Governor Pio Pico placed both
Missions San Luis Obispo and La Purissima for bid, and on December 4
of that year, he announced at Monterey that Mission San Luis Obispo
had been sold in joint ownership to James Scott, John Wilson and James
McKinley for $510. The deed was issued on December 6, 1845.
Jose de Jesus Pico, Ramona's cousin, was Justice of Peace at San
Luis Obispo at the time. He performed the task of dividing the Mission
building and grounds as specified by the governor. Jose Garcia and
Victor Linares acted as witnesses and held the measuring cord for the
Justice of the Peace. They measured and set ,apart six rooms for the
priest. Two additional rooms were reserved for the town hall and the jail.
When the measurements were completed, Jose de Jesus Pico reported:
Senor Wilson being made to understand that the square of the plaza with trees which are in
it and also the three stone corrals belonging to these buildings are his property ... in a loud
voice I said to him: "In the name of the Mexican Nation, I give you possession of the part
of the building and stone corrals which you have purchased and which have just been
measured"; and directing him to make some demonstration of having acquired the useful
and direct dominion as such the ownership of said buildings and as owner and Lord of
42
them, he threw three stones and dug earth with which the act was concluded.

Within three years during the Mexican period in California, John
Wilson and his seafaring partners had become the largest land holders in
what is now San Luis Obispo County.
During the time of the American take-over of California, Wilson
seems to have remained completely uninvolved. Yet, his wife, Ramona,
and his partners Scott and McKinley each played individual dramatic
roles.
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When John Fremont's battalion "conquered" San Luis Obispo for
the American government on December 14, 1846, Fremont sent
soldiers looking for the Justice of the Peace Jose de J esus Pico. Pico was
supposed to have written a letter or letters damaging to the American
cause. Pico was found hiding at Wilson's abode on the Los Osos
Rancho. None of the references indicate that Wilson was in the area, but
his wife, Ramona, was there. In fact, by this time, the Wilson's had a
two-story house alongside the Mission in San Luis Obispo.
When word reached her that her cousin, Pico, had been captured and
condemned to be shot by Fremont's troops, she gathered anumberofthe
women of San Luis Obispo. Together, with their children, Dona
Ramona and the women are reported to have walked the long portico of
the Mission building which she and her husband owned and entered the
room where Fremont had established his headquarters.
She pleaded for the life of her cousin while the women and children
dropped to their knees sobbing and wailing.
Fremont was no match before these crying women and children. He
freed Pico, and Pico showed his gratitude by accompanying Fremont as
both guide and soldier during the rest of the journey to Los Angeles. 43
It this relatively unimportant confrontation, Fremont, soon to become
Governor of Califoria, could not know that he had made his concession
to the mother and sisters of another future governor of California,
Ramona's son, Romauldo Pacheco. 44 However, he undoubtedly knew
that Ramona was not only the cousin of the man for whom she pleaded,
but she was also the cousin of Pio Pico, the last governor of California
under Mexican rule.
Sometime earlier, Scott also had his problems with the American
services. In 1846, when Fremont's volunteers raised the Bear Flag in
Northern California, Scott and McKinley were doing business in
Matzatlan,_and they may have been aware of American naval activity
there. American ships in Matzatlan waited for word of the U. S. Army's
successful crossing of the Rio Grande River and the beginning of the war
with Mexico.
Commodore John D . Sloat followed the army's invasion by sailing
from Matzatlan to Monterey Bay, and on July 7, 1846, he raised the
American flag over the presidio of Monterey.
While this action was accurring, Thomas Larkin, the American
Consul at Monterey, was trying to locate Scott. In answer to Larkin's
inquiry written to Abel Steams in Los Angeles, Steams wrote on July 8,
1846:
Although Mssrs. Scott and McKinley have arrived at Santa Barbara from Matzatlan, yet
we have received no communications at this place from that quarter. Consequently, I can
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· View ofstaircase leading into Wilson adobe shows thickness ofadobe walls.

give you no news in particular.

45

Larkin later heard from Scott. Commander Samuel F. Dupont of the
. United States Naval Ship Cyane had confiscated Scott's vessel, the
Juanita, holding it at the Port of San Pedro.
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This outside wall of the Wilson adobe is protected by a "lean-to" covering
modem farm machinery. It also shows windows ofboth floors ofthe house.
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Larkin provided Scott the following letter dated August 16, 1846, for
presentation to Commander Dupont:
The Bearer Mr. James Scott is one of the prlncip~l owners of the Brig Juanita. Commodore
Stockton has requested me to inform you that it is his desire that you should give up the
Brig to Mr. Scott, on his presenting himself to you. I am respectfully Your Most Obt. 46

Scott's difficulties with American authorities were apparently not
easily resolved. Even two years later, he was having some kind of
problems. On September 22, 1848, Faxon Atherton in Valparaiso wrote
Larkin, saying:
I am ... informed that Don Diego Scott has got into some difficulties with the American
authorities in Santa Barbara and that he intends coming to Chile to reside, leaving
California forever, being entirely disgusted with the Yankee govemment. 47

This letter from Chile is almost the last document reporting the
activities of James Scott.
In testimony concerning land claims some years later, a depostion by
John Young, Wilson's nephew, reported that Scott died in May, 1850.
Young testified:
I knew James Scott .. . he left no will but simply a memorandum that his property should be
given to his Mother and Sisters .... He was never married and left no children. His Mother
and Sisters lived in Perth, Scotland. His Mother's name is Jane Scott and his Sisters Anne
Scott, Jessie Scott and Elizabeth Scott. His Father has been dead many years and he left
no heirs accept his Mother and Sisters above mentioned.48

James McKinley's partnership with Wilson came principally through
his role as supercargo aboard the Juanita with Scott and in their joint
ownership of Mission San Luis Obispo. Apparently, the association
ended with Scott's death.
With the start of the American occupation, McKinley came under
scrutiny by the American military. On June 10, 1847, Lieutenant
William A. T. Maddox of the Central Department of California at
Montery wrote Thomas Larkin requesting that Larkin "inform (him) in
"Writing" about a conversation that had occurred between Larkin and
McKinley "upon his return from San Luis Obispo on the 15th of
November (1846) last ... "
Larkin had been taken prisoner by a group of Mexican rebels about
twenty-five miles north of Monterey on his way by land to San
Francisco. He was forced to travel with the Californians for the next two
weeks as they went southward. During this time, he overheard various
conversations among leaders of the band, and he wrote Maddox:
From the tenor Qf the conversation I had with the officers of these armed men and one of
the prisoners, I have reason to believe they purchased munitions of war from McKinley. 49
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Romauldo Pacheco, Ramona Wilson's son, served as the twelfth
governorofCalifornia and as a United States Congressman. Captain
Wilson sent Romauldo to Oahu for schooling during the Mexican period
Apparently, nothing resulted form this charge. McKinley owned a
warehouse in Monterey, and he commissioned Larkin as his agent to
rent space in it. McKinley became a prosperous landowner in San
Francisco during the gold rush. The Moro Y Cayucos Rancho was
patented in his name January 19, 1878. The rancho was located along
the coastline between the present-day communities of Morro Bay and
Cayucos in San Luis Obispo County. It was situated near much of the
Wilson property. In a letter to Atherton in 1849, Larkin estimated that
McKinley was worth $100,000. 50
Wilson was 52 years old when his partner, James Scott, died. They
had been friends for a long time. His life was now entirely with the land
and the people of San Luis Obispo.
When California county governments were organized in 1850,
Wilson was elected treasurer and tax collector of San Luis Obispo
County. 5 1 His properties included 53,434 acres of ranch and farmlands
with improvements, property in the town of San Luis Obispo valued at
$34,408 and persorial property valued at $23,960. 52 For all of this, he
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paid the highest taxes in the county, a total of $639.20. 53
Although Mission San Luis Obispo was viewed as a public building
and served as court, jail and public offices, Wilson continued a claim of
ownership for most of the buildings and land.
In 1851, Wilson held a license to engage in a general merchandising
business, 54 and he was a member of the County Board of Supervisors. 55
-His business was apparently operated out of the Mission.
At times, during the decade of the fifties, Wilson had as many as
6,300 homed cattle scattered across his rancho holdings. His land was
assessed at a worth of$129,8 12.50. 56 His lands ranged in value from
25¢ to $1.00 per acre, and his Spanish cattle were valued for their hides
and tallow at $2.00 each while the American cattle were valued at $3.00
each.
Wilson lived into the most lawless period in San Luis Obispo County
history, and in 1858 when crime reached an intolerable condition and
every man feared for his life and that of his family, Wilson added his
.name to a body calling itself the San Luis Obispo Vigilance Committee.
Of $15 25 subscribed by the rancheros of the county to support the
Committee, Wilson contributed $500.
In June, 1858, members of the Vigilance Committee were called into
acti9n on Wilson's Los Osos Rancho. A gang oflawbreakers known as
the Pio Linares gang were nearly all captured. The next morning, a
hastily constructed scaffold was built in San Luis Obispo and nearly all
of the citizens of the town witnessed the hanging of these men.
After these hangings, another party was organized and led by _
Wilson's stepson, Romauldo Pacheco. Young Pacheco was after Huero
Rafael, a member of the Linares gang who escaped earlier capture.
Whether he captured Rafael or not is not recorded, but his activities
galned him respect along the coastal lands in Santa Barbara and San
Luis Obispo Counties. The groundwork for a bright political future was
being laid. 57
Pacheco lived successfully in the two worlds provided him by his
Scotch shipmaster stepfather and his mother, a descendent of the
Carrillo family in Santa Barbara.
As was mentioned earlier, he received a formal education under an
Anglo schoolmaster in the Sandwich Islands. He also served as
supercargo aboard Wilson's sailing vessels. Pacheco gradually assumed
authority in the operation of the family ranchos.
On Saturday, August 20, 1859, as a passenger aboard the Steamer
Senator, Wilson again met Richard Henry Dana, author of Two Years
Before theMast, who had returned to California from the East to review
old times and places of his seafaring days in 1835-36.
Dana wrote about this meeting:
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Mariano Pacheco, Ramona Wilson's oldest son, inherited a large portion
ofthe Rancho Piedra Blanca, later owned by George Hearst and inherited
by William Randolph Hearst who build "Hearst Castle."
Among the passengers I noticed an elderly gentleman, thin, with sandy hair and a face that
seemed familiar. He took off his glove and showed one shrivelled hand. I went to him and
said, "Captain Wilson, I believe."

Soon, Dana and Wilson were talking enthusiastically:
. .. about the Pilgrim and Alert, Ayacucho and Loriotte, the California and Lagoda. . . .
Wilson assured me that if I would visit him at his rancho, near San Luis Obispo, I should
find (Ramona).still a handsome woman, and very glad to see me. How we walked the deck
· together, hour after hour, talking over the old times. (I learned from others that he had
be_co~e one of the most wealthy and respectable farmers in the State ... )58

Off the coast near San Luis Obispo, it was necessary for Wilson to get
into a waiting surf boat which probably took him to shore at Avila
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Beach, the . usual place where San Luis Obispo-bound passengers
disembarked. It was not until 1870 that the People's Wharf was
constructed at this location to accommodate small steamers. 59
Dana wrote:
We ... passed ... round Point Conception, stopping at San Luis Obispo to land my friend,
as I may truly call him after this long passage together, Captain Wilson, whose most
earnest invitation to stop here and visit him at his rancho I was obliged to decline. 60

In February, 1860, just six months after his chance visit with Dana,
Wilson prepared his will. He died the next year on October 13, 1861 at
63 years of age, leaving half of his estate to Ramona. He left the Ranchos
Canada de Los Osos and Laguna to his only son, John. He had sent
young John to England to be educated, and the boy never returned. The
Laguna land and Mission San Luis Obispo were patented in 1859 to
JosephS. Alemany, Bishop at Monterey for the Catholic Church, so it
isn't clear why Wilson should include this land in his will dated one year
later. It isn't clear either whether young John received a settlement as an
heir or not. In 1891, thirty years later, during clarification of title to
some Wilson property, it was reported that Wilson's son was living
in Liverpool.
Wilson's stepson, Mariano Pacheco, inherited all of that part of
Rancho Piedra Blanca originally granted to Jose de Jesus Picci and later
purchased by John Wilson. This land, contiguous with Rancho San
Simeon, later became part of the holdings of William Randolph
Hearst surrounding the present-day "Hearst Castle" or Hearst State
Historical Monument.
Wilson's stepsons and his daughters inherited the other properties and
shared all of it with their mother, the principal owner. 61
While Wilson lived, his stepson, Romauldo, was elected County
Judge in 1854 and State Senator in 1857. Ramona lived to see her son
become State Treasurer in 1863, State Senator again in 1869,
Lieutenant Governor in 1871, Governor in 1875 and United Stated
Congressman in 1876 and 1879.62
At some time during this period, Ramona moved to San Francisco.
She died December 16, 1886 when she was 74 years old. She was
interred ·at Mt. Calvary Cemetary in that city. Later, the City of San
Francisco condemned all cemetaries within the limits of San Francisco
County and ordered their removal.
Ramona's remains were removed by order of the Archbishop of San
Francisco and reinterred in a special section of Holy Cross Cemetary,
now designated as the Calvary section. 63
John Wilson, his family, and his partners lived through drastic social
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change. Through three changes in citizenship and national allegiance,
W ilson progressed materially and enjoyed recognition from his peers in
each new environment.
The adjustment was not succesful for his partner, Scott, who had
problems during the American periOd. McKinley fared well, seizing his
opportunities wherever they appeared during both the Mexican and
American periods of his life. He, too, adapted to changing conditions,
but with seemingly greater ups and downs along the way. His life as a
trader is quite a different kind of story that remains to be told.
Wilson's marriage to Ramona provided him entree in Mexican
California that he could not otherwise have enjoyed, and he may have
contributed much to her sons that later prepared them for life as citizens
of the United States.
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LOOKS AT WESTERN BOOKS

Ernestine Smutny - Book Review Editor
VICTORIAN WEST, by Lambert Florin. (Seattle, Superior Publishing Co.
1978. 190p., chiefly illus., index. $14.95)
A ward winning photographer Lambert Florin presents in this dazzling album ·
of Victorian beauties outstanding pictures of distinguished representatives of the
many architectural styles that are loosely called Victorian. Industrial,
agricultural, commercial, public and domestic structures are included with
beguiling portraits of gems of Queen Ann, Eastlake, Stick, Italianate, English
Domestic, Classic. Gothic and Colonial Revival, Shingle and other styles and
combinations of styles that form the rich and varied Victorian architectural
heritage.
Whole houses, distinctive aspects such as porches, gables, windows and
doors, and detailed studies of facades, bargeboards and Eastlake and other
ornamentation are skillfully presented.
Structures have been included from California, Oregon, Washington,
Colorado, British Columbia, Montaria, Utah and Idaho. Some are lovingly
restored and in use in bustling cities; others decay in lonely neglect in ghost
towns, but all preserve the grand manner.
Lighthouses, churches and unique grave markers are also covered. A short
history, a brief architectural appraisal and a statement of present condition and
use are provided for each structure. Some historical photographs are included.
This beautiful book is a pleasant and rewarding experience for history,
architecture, nostalgia and Victoriana buffs and a useful tool for Historic
Building Survey volunteers.
Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian

THE RICHEST PLACE ON EARTH: The Story of Virginia City and the
Heyday of the Comstock Lode, by Warren Hinckle and Frederic Hobbs,
with drawings by Frederic Hobbs. (Boston, Houghton Miftlin Company,
1978. 173p., illus., ports., "Notes on Historical Sources." $14.95)
The authors of The Richest Place on Earth have chosen a style and format
in keeping with their subject. Obviously aware they are reworking tailings long
considered used-up, they offer the glitter of a bold cover illustration, large pages,
a lively style, and drawings which range from representationalto grotesque. One
does not turn to such a book for new historical insights.
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On the other hand, there is something to be said for a treatment of this subject
by writers clearly not over-awed by their subject matter. The authors turn often
to hyperbole and metaphor, and the non-academic reader, at least, is likely to
favor such an approach. Chapter headings suggest the tone: "The Mad Organist
ofthe Comstock," "The Big Magnet," "Oysters in the Desert," "The Battle of
the Titans," "Triptych for Virginia City," and "Nights in Virginia City." Of
course Mark Twain puts in his appearance.
The underdog, if not a hero, is at least not slighted. Like desperadoes in an old
Gene Autry movie, villains die without blood being shed; good guys are mostly
in hiding; Julia Bulette is doing her thing. The authors are trying to be excited
about it all, but they are not overly impressed. But no matter, almost everyone
will enjoy this highly entertaining trip to notorious Virginia City -·and the nonspecialist will even find new bits of sparkling information hidden among the
humor.
Henry Hahn, Modesto Junior College

THE NORTHERN EXPEDITIONS OF STEPHEN H. LONG: The
Journals of 181 7 and 1823 and Related Documents, edited by Lucile
M. Kane, June D. Holmquist, and Carolyn Gilman. (St. Paul, Minnesota
Historical Society Press, 1978. xii, 407p., illus., ports., sketch maps,
appendices of documents, bibliog. notes, index. $ 17.50)
Staff members of the Historical Society, intrigued by fragments of these
journals in the Society's Archives, made their preparation for their first complete
publication a pastime project of more than a decade. Research, involving the
verification of names and places, repeated travel over the area Long described,
the discovery and comparison of related documents in other collections, as well
as the patient relation of past to present, have enhanced an inherently fascinating
document. Stephen Long, (Dartmouth '09, Phi Beta Kappa) Army Topographical Engineer, led five exploring expeditions to various parts of the West in the
period from 1816 to 1823. His personal journals have survived for only two: the
1817 journal covers a trip on the Mississippi up to the Fails of St. Anthony
(Minneapolis) and down to Fort Belle Fontaine (near the mouth of the Missouri)
and the 1823 journal covers his last major exploration, from Philadelphia to
Lake Winnipeg and back along Lake Superior, through Lakes Huron and Erie
and the Erie Canal to Rochester. The text is replete with vivid and accurate
descriptions of the geography and geology ofthe landscape, with measurements .
and reasonable estimates of distances and elevations. Fauna, flora and human
habitations and inhabitants are not neglected. Observations of the journalist and
information supplied by natives and other travellers are well differentiated. The
emendations of the editors are skillfully supplied, italicised in the text and very
well amplified in the footnotes. Long and the astronomer of his 1823 expedition,
James E. Colhoun, a portion of whose previously unpublished journal is also
included in this book, were accurate observers and careful writers. It has been a
delightful experience for this reviewer to compare these century and a half old
observations oflandmarks and landscapes with his memories of the same - now
nearly a half century old.
Arthur Swann, University of the Pacific
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CALIFORNIA HEARTLAND: Writing from the Great Central Valley,
Gerald W. Haslam & James D. Houston, editors. (Santa Barbara, Capra
Press, 1978. 224p., illus. $4.95)
FROM HOPALONG TO HUD: Thoughts on Western Fiction, by C. L.
Sonnichsen. (College Station, Texas A & M University Press, cl978.
bibliog., index. $9.95)
Both these books assume that regional literature is alive and well in America.
California Heartland seeks to capture, in D . H . Lawrence's words, the" Spirit
of place" of California's Central Valley and From Hopalong to Hud takes the
fictional literature of the entire West as its subject. The editors of California
Heartland assert that "there are still tales and verses about distinct groups of
people inhabiting specific parts of the country, who[ m] we are not likely to see on
the network television, where other tale-tellers conspire with the fast-food chains
to absorb all our differences into one homogeneous, coast to coast mythology."
And C. L. Sonnichsen claims that Western fiction" comes closer than the fiction
of any other region to providing an index to America."
Editors Haslam and Houston have assembled the literature of California's
Central Valley in four historical sections: 1)"Visioning" includes some of the
prehistoric myths in the form of oral narratives of the Central Valley Indian
tribes: 2) "Discovering" includes some of the early writings about the Valley by
such literary luminaries as Mark Twain, John Muir, Mary Austin and Frank
Norris; 3) "Awakening" deals with the literature which may be said to have an
organic connection with the Valley of the 1930's, e.g., William Saroyan,
William Emerson, Carey McWilliams and John Steinbeck; 4) "Exploring", as
the title states, explores the literature of the Valley of more recent times, with
selected works from such writers as Joan Didion, Gary Thompson, Luis Valdez,
and Leonard Gardner. Throughout the book, there is a judicious mixture 9f
poetry, prose, fiction, social documentary, and even plays.
In addition, the editors provide · insightful introductions to each section,
placing the literary and social life of the Valley in historical and cultural
perspective. There are fine illustrations by Clayton Turner and a preface by
Lawrence Clark Powell. One final technical point of criticism: the title pages for
Parts Three and Four have been accidentally exchanged, so "Awakening"
appears where "Exploring" should be and vice versa. Presumably, this can be
corrected in future printings. I think anyone who wanted to discover the" spirit of
place" of the Central Valley could not fmd a better "place" to begin than
California Heartland.
From Hopalong to Hud begins with the promising premise that the
"assembled fictional output of any specific period contributes to social and
intellectual history because it offers a guide to what people think and believe,
thereby providing a key to what they do, or would like to do." Sonnichsen
proceeds to apply this tenet to Western fiction in its various modern modes, and
he does so in eleven essays on such subjects as "Sex on the Lone Prairie," "The
West that Wasn't," and "The Sharecropper in Western Fiction."
However, I must disagree with Sonnichsen;s claim that Western fiction
provides an index to America. While the Western literature of 19th century
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America may have had a larger significance because of its connection with the
actual reality of on-going frontier experience, it seems to me the fictional
literature of the 20th century "frontier" has had an increasingly tenuous
relationship with American culture as a whole.
And while Sonnichsen mentions H enry Nash Smith's groundbreaking work
The Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth, he stops well
short of a similar kind of analysis of the myth of the West as it has manifested
itself in 20th century American culture. Indeed, in order to do so, he would of
necessity have had to deal with both television and the cinema, for it has been
through these more popular forms, rather than literature per se, that the West has
had its greatest impact on the contemporary American consciousness.
Nevertheless, those interested in the later development of Western fiction will
find Sonnichsen' s book to be both useful and informative.
Bart Harloe, University of the Pacific

STEAMBOATS ON THE COLORADO RIVER, 1852-1916, by Richard
E. Lingenfelter. (Tucson, University of Arizona Press, 1978. 195p., illus.,
diagrs., sketch maps, facsims, notes, bibliog., index. $17.50, paper, $9.50)
This book is a labor of love from a scientist at U .C.L.A. As such, it combines
the depth of feeling that a true amateur (in the best and oldest sense of that word)
has with the meticulous scholarship of a professional scientist. The documentation of the work is excellent, and the bibliography will surely provide a guide to
historians working on Lower Colorado topics for years to come. But this
scholarship is used in such a disarming manner that the work can be read easily it flows along like the river it depicts, and draws the reader seductively along to
finish the book in one reading.
The story it tells is simple and complete, and here we have the definitive work.
Steamboat service began on the Lower Colorado well over a decade before
Powell finally made his trip down from Green River, Wyoming, in 1869. The
service remained an isolated, viable and locally important feature of the
transportation geography of the Southwest through to 1916, but suffered from ·
progressive limitations imposed by the arrival of the railroad in the 1880s, the
flooding ofthe Imperial Valley in 1905, and the building of the first major dam in
1909, the latter ending the effective use of the river for steamboat service. In its
heyday in the 1870's the steamboat provided an important local transportation
service to the ranches and settlements on the river, formed an opening link in the
steamer service from Yuma to San Francisco which took 12 days including the
trip around Baja, and was responsible for encouraging the first American interest
in this dry and barren region. Additionally, the work is well illustrated with
contemporary photographs and reproductions of posters and announcements,
put together from the collections of the enormous number of libraries which
helped in the preparation of this work.
Professor Lingenfelter is to be congratulated for a fine piece of work, and for
giving us a model of historical scholarship.
Roger Barnett, College of the Pacific, U.O.P.
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NINETEENTH STREET, by Richard Marlitt. (Portland, Oregon Historical
Society, 1978. 128p., illus., sketch map, facsims., drawings, index. paper,
$12.95)
SAN FRANCISCO: Creation of a City, by Tom Moulin and Don DeNevi.
(Millbrae, CA, Celestial Arts, [231 Adrian Rd., 94030]1978. xiv, 174p.,
chiefly illus., ports., index. paper, $9.95)
HERE TODAY: San Francisco's Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger
Olmsted; Photos by Morley Baer and others; Sponsored by the Junior League
of San Francisco, Inc. (San Francisco, Chronicle Books/a Prism Edition,
[820 Market, 98202] 1978. 337p., illus., appendix, glossary, index. paper,
$14.95)
These three picture albums all present strikingly beautitpl photographs
artistically and meaningfully arranged and accompanied by a readable,
informative and researched text. Each, however, because of its special point of
view and approach, is unique. Even the two San Francisco titles do not duplicate
but complement each other.
Nineteenth Street, in an edition revised from the 1968 printing, is a
sympathetic yet honest presentation of historic and contemporary views of a
once elegant and fashionable Portland Avenue, a formerly quiet, tree-lined
residential street of great houses that is now a busy one-way thoroughfare of
heavy traffic. Here are portraits of the ltalianate villas, Victorian Gothics,
second empire Mansards, Sticks, Queen Annes, Shingles, Colonial Revivals
and Georgians that first flourished because of and then succumbed to progress
with only a few now left, remodeled for commercial or professional use. This is a
history of the residents and their life styles as well as their residences. The
outstanding photographs include exteriors and interiors, complete and partial
views, architectural closeups and some facsimiles of facade and interior plans.
San Francisco: Creation of a City, a new title, presents a visual history of a
much photographed and rewardingly photogenic city through the artistic yet
faithful photography of the Moulin family (Gabriel, Raymond, Irving, and Tom)
who for more than 90 years, from 1880 to date, recorded on film the growing
pains and developing personality of their beloved city. The photographs view the
early city, the earthquake ruins, the restored metropolis, with its growing magic
attraction and its role as host to the world, the coming of the two bridges, and the
city of today. This is a family chronicle as well as a city history, but few family
chronicles are set against so well-pictured a background.
Here Today, an architectural heritage classic just back in print, is the most
ambitious and beautiful of the three. It describes and pictures 2500 buildings,
public, commerical and residential, built prior to 1920 in San Francisco, San
Mateo, and Marin counties and includes information on ownership, history and
preservation. The outstandingly excellent photographs present complete and
partial exteriors and interiors, grounds and architectural closeups. The principal
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photographer, Morley Baer, is preeminent in his field, and the text authors Roger
Olmsted and T. H. Watkins are equally prominent in theirs. The appendix
presents short descriptions and often a small view of 2,000 West Bay buildings.
Also included is a glossary of selected drawings and terms from Joseph A. Baird,
Jr.'s Time's Wondrous Changes with appropriate additions; nineteen brief
biographic sketches of important West Bay architects; an index; and," changes,"
a litany of what has happened to some of the buildings since the 1968 edition.
In short, like the stately structures they describe, these distinguished volumes
of a distinguished trio have interior merit to match their exterior beauty.
Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian

TilE ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE CALIFORNIA MISSIONS, by
Robert Archibald. (Washington, D.C., Academy of American Franciscan
History, 1978. 196p., notes, bibliog., index. Monograph series Vol. XII.
$17.50)
The economic role; importance and power of the California missions in
implementing the larger international strategy ofthe Spanish Bourbons to secure
Spain's hold on New California and foster their "aggressive defensive
expansion" is explored and documented in this detailed yet readable study.
The long established mercantilist economic philosophy of Spain, the basis for
all aspects of her colonial policy, and the resultant provisions for California
which produced the mission system are outlined and explained.
The philosophy, mechanias, problems and results of price regulation are
discussed in detail with ample documentation, as is the supply dilemma of the
San Bias connection. The system of mission accounts and reports, inter-mission
and mission-presidio accounts and reports, and methods of payment and credit
and accounts auditing are described, Mission economic relationships and
interdependence with civilians, the military and the government and the effects
of fluctuation in the balance of power are examined.
The growth of trade with the relaxing of early restrictions, the increasing
demand for otter pelts and tallow, the enterprise of Lima ships, and the
developing dependence of the missions on smuggling is discussed. The mission
labor supply and agricultural achievements are explored in two c~~pte.rs rich in
statistics.
This study stresses that the California missions were economic successes, but
in the process of approaching their ideal they destroyed the very Indians they
sought to save. Dependent for existence on absolutism and paternalism, the
mission system was destroyed by liberalism, but not before it had provided the
basis for California's future agribusiness.
Archibald includes extensive notes and a bibliography of manuscript sources,
printed documents, travel accounts, secondary works and periodical articles.
No historian or library of California or Catholic church history should
overlook tills valuable study.
Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian
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IN SEARCH OF STEINBECK, by Anne-Marie Schmitz; Photography by
Richard S. Mayer; Illustrations by Wayne Garcia. (Los Altos, Hermes
Publications. 1978. 27p., mounted col. illus., notes. Edition limited to 1200
copies. [A Rounce and Coffin Club selection for the 1979 Western Books
Exhibit] $35 .00)
Anne-Marie Schmitz has delightfully melded excerpts from letters written by
John Steinbeck with photographs of his California homes and their surrounding
areas to bring to the Steinbeck aficionado an insight into the man which
otherwise might have gone the way ofthe wind. She has shown that in his houses
Steinbeck lived both a personal life and a professional life. The difficult line
between them was a Maginot Line; in the end, both sides lost while the public
thought him a winner.
Though there is no obvious correlation between the structures which Schmitz
has ferreted from the past and either dramatic or causative events in Steinbeck's
career, the reader sees in the homes an effort at normalcy, and it is to this point
that the author speaks. Gardens, semi-isolation, salty smells and lonely foghorns
define the writer with an enormous social conscience whose restlessness left him
bereft of peace.
From the letters Schmitz most skillfully draws an image of Steinbeck the
seeker, a man who would have a home:
I sit upon this beautiful ranch in this comfortable chair with a peifect servant and a
beautiful dog and I think I'm more homesick than ever.

But he's homesick for something that was never quite his. Past years have
brought us interviews and letters and deductions which show that of the many
houses in which John Steinbeck lived, few were ever homes and the few were not
so for long. Even as a child the dominating influence of his mother left the young
Steinbeck with an impression that he did not have what his friends had: a sense of
ownership, a security, a peace.
Complementing this graceful little volume of literary history is a format
designed by Alan Ligda which enhances its success as an award-winning
collector's item. The materials used in composition, the printing, the layout, the
quality of the illustrations, and the skillful interweaving of author's observations
with Steinbeck's words make In Search of Steinbeck an important book to own
James Shebl,
for the pleasure of reading and learning and showing.
Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for Western Studies, U.O.P.

JOHN SWETI: CALIFORNIA'S FRONTIER SCHOOLMASTER, by
Nicholas C. Polas. (Washington, D.C., University Press of America [4710
Auth Place, SE, 20023] paper, $9.75)
John Swett came to California during the Gold Rush days, landing in San
Francisco on February 1, 1853, and for a brief period was actually involved in
prospecting for gold. But after several months of unsuccessful mining efforts, he
turned to his former New England vocation of teaching and during the next 42.
years he served as teacher, principal, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
and deputy superintendent and city superintendent of San Francisco.
Previous writers have called Swett the father of public education in California
and the Horace Mann of the West. The author confirms this image, but in
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addition brings us a reinterpretation of this California pioneer as a "perspective
on education which reflects the projection of national influence into the western
frontier."
Swett was a teacher. As principal and teacher of an elementary school in San
Francisco (1853-62) he had to develop his own curriculum. He was a
pragmatist, a doer, who developed many progressive methods to fit the demands
of a pioneer society and who recognized the individual needs of his students. As a
teacher he emphasized "thinking power" rather than rote memorization. He
believed the teacher should be active in the affairs of the community, not merely
a scholar imparting learning to his pupils.
Swett was an educational organizer and educational statesman. At the
political convention in 1862, during which he was to be nominated as State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, he was criticized for not having a college
education. In his reply he stated he had prepared himself for college in the New
England academies, but never got to go to college. " I have endeavored all my life
to make up for this deficiency by patient and persevering study, and I claim that
though not a college graduate, I am not an uneducated man."
This speech helped get him the nomination with subsequent election. During
his term in office ( 1862-67) the legislature passed the most extensive school law
yet passed in the state, brought teacher certification under state control, and
provided for adequate financial support of schools. Swett believed public schools
should be administered through state instrumentality rather than through local
control.
Through his writings and speeches, Swett was able to communicate with
teachers and the general public. His speeches always included a patriotic theme,
while his writings made teachers aware of educational developments in Europe
as well as new trends in the eastern part of the United States.
The author of this current treatment has presented his readers with Swett's
many facets in a most adequate and sympathetic manner. To do so has required
the author to be knowledgeable in politics, educational theory, writers of
America and Europe in various fields, and the history ofthe period, both general
and educational. He has demonstrated his scholarly ability to deal with the
many-sided interests of a John Swett against such a broad background.
But the reviewer deplores ·the carelessness of the printers in putting the
author's manuscript into book form. ·There are extensive typographical errors,
errors in syllabification, errors in pagination and consider<able "mix-up" or
omission of pages in the latter part of the book, all of whidh detract from the
utility of a scholarly manuscript.
J. Marc Jantzen, School of Education, U.O .P.
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TilE HORSE SOLDIER, 1776-1943: The United States Calvaryman:
His Uniforms, Accoutrements and Equipments: Volume 1 , The
Revolution, the War of 1812, the Early Frontier, 1776 · 185 0, by
Randy Steffen, Illustrated by Randy Steffen. (Norman, University of
Oklahoma Press, 1977. 195p., illus., appendix, index. $25.00)
TilE HORSE SOLDIER, 1 7;76-1943: Volume 2, The Frontier, the
Mexican War, the Civil War, the Indian Wars 1851-1880, by Randy
Steffen, Illustrations by Randy Steffen. (Norman, Upiversity of Oklahoma
Press, 1978. 215p., illus., index. $25.00)
TilE HORSE SOLDIER, 1776-1943: Volume 3, The Lastofthelndian
Wars, the Spanish American War, the Brink of the Great War, 1881 1916, by Randy Steffen, Illustrations by Randy Steffen. (Norman,
University of Oklahoma Press, 1978. 268p., illus. [part col.], index $25.00)
TilE HORSE SOLDIER, 1776-1943: Volume 4, World War I, the
Peacetime Army, World War II, 1917-1943, by Randy Steffen,
Illustrations by Randy Steffen. (Norman, University of Oklahoma Press,
1979. 136p., illus., Epilogue, index. $25.00)
With the publication of Volume four Steffen's monumental work is complete
and can be viewed as a unit. Fortunately the author lived to see the volumes, with
their meticulous research, finely executed line drawings and striking color prints,
delivered to the printer, but regrettably he died in 1977 at the age of sixty. A
Texan of part Sioux-Cheyenne descent, hew~ a graduate of the United States
Naval Academy, but the cavalry quickly became his passion. This painstaking
and exhaustive history will be the defmitive work on "the way the dragoon, the
mounted rifleman, and the cavalryman lOC?ked; the weapons they fought with;
and the saddles, bridles, and other horse gear they draped over their horses" (v.
1, p. xi). It is not a history of men, regiments or battles, but it is a scholarly,
readable treatment of the gear and equipment on which the men·and the outcome
of the battles depended.
There is no separate bibliography; Steffen gives his documentation with the
text, and he specifies any details supplied from descriptions rather than
specimens (e.g., the shoulder brands of the horses on p. 30-31 of v. 2).
External factors - the careful editing, clear type styles, excellent reproduction
and handsome, sturdy bindings of the University of Oklahoma Press will make
these volumes as much of a pleasure to use as their intrinsic value will make them
an indispensable reference for the details of military history.
Ernestine Smutny, University of the Pacific
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LAND OF CALAFIA: THE CALIFORNIAS, 1533-1795, by Dr. W. Michael Mathes. (La Paz, B.C.S.,
Patronato del Estudiante Sudcalifomiano, 1977, distributed by author
[History Dept., University of San Francisco, 94117], 72p., bibliog. paper,
$3.00 postpaid)
Dr. Mathes, a leading authority on Baja California history and Spanish
exploration; recent recipient of the Henry R. Wagner A ward and author of
numerous books in the field, presents here in a summary reading pamphlet 262
years of California history which will provide the mildly interested beginner with
facts and satisfaction and the truly interested with an introduction to a period to
be really explored through the bibliography.
This admittedly brief but unexpectedly complete account of the history of the
Califomias begins by describing the unification of Spain in 146 9, the reconquest
begun by the expulsion of the Moors, and the ensuing period of Spanish
exploration and conquest that led to the acquisition of Mexico and the westward
expansion to the Califomias. It discusses briefly the explorers who first focused
Spain's attention on the Califomias, explains the need for a safe port for Manilla
galleons and a coast free of freebooters which increased Spanish interest, lists
the explorers and cartographers who surveyed the coast with this in mind,
mentions the pearl fiship.g and colonization that resulted and examines in more
detail the Jesuit missions established to secure and develop the land. A chapter is
devoted to the Franciscans who replaced the Jesuits in Baja California,
expanded the mission system to Alta California and were in tum replaced in Baja
by the Dominicans. The final chapter covers NW Pacific exploration.
"Suggested Further Reading in English" provides titles for additional
consideration of the many subjects only mentioned in this capsule account.
Virginia Struhsaker, Retired Branch Librarian ,

1HE ROAD TO CALIFORNIA: The Search for a Southern Overland
Route, 1540-1848, by Harlan Hague. (Glendale, CA, Arthur H. Clark
Co., 1978. 325p., illus., maps, bibliog., index. $20.50)
In The Road To California Harlan Hague reveals little that is new. The
story of the discovery and exploration of the American Southwest is well
documented; while there may remain in the archives of Spain and Mexico
material which would enhance our knowledge of this portion of New World
history, none is evidenced here. What Hague has done is to bring together in a
scholarly and exciting narrative the primary and secondary resources which
illuminate a neglected chapter of American history.
Until now, while other overland routes have been studied in detail, the written
history of the American West has lacked a full length treatment of this important
route(s). Happily, Hague has remedied this. Drawing largely, but by no means
exclusively, on the work of Bolton and Bancroft, the author chronicles the three
hundred year search for a southern overland route to California. Starting in 1540
with the formal beginning of Spanish exploration of the Southwest, Hague
describes the expeditions, the men who comprised them, and the lands they saw,
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men 'such as Coronado, Anza, Kino, Onate, and the often overlooked Garces.
Whether questing after gold, men's souls, or a trail from Sonora to San Gabriel,
the bravei}:Jlardiness, and humanness of these pioneers is strikingly revealed by
the author and by their own written words. Of particular interest in this respect is
Hague's use of detailed footnotes to flavor his narrative, adding much to the
reader's understanding of the lives of these men. Neither does Hague slight the
vital part which the Indians played in this drama; the friendship and aid of such
groups as the Pimas, Zunis, Yumas, Havasupais, and even the Apaches proved
invaluable to exploration and even to survival. Sadly, the fate of these people is
seen to have differed little from that of the other native Americans.
With the establishment of an independent Mexico in 1821 the security of
California assumed paramount importance and, along with the prospect of trade
between California and the United States, prompted new attempts to establish
an overland route to California. New explorers such as Romero and Armijo
travelled the same forgotten trails as their Spanish predecessors. At the same
time, Americans like Jedediah Smith and William Wolfskill blazed trails
through the Southwest in search of beaver pelts, to the dismay of Mexican
authorities and heralding United States expansion into the area.
Expansion was not long in coming. With the Mexican War in 1846 came
Kearny's Army of the West and, more important in establishing the southern
route, Cooke's Mormon Battalion. The wagon trail the Battalion blazed across
the Southwest to California became the most heavily travelled road to California ·
across the Southwest and culminated the three hundred year search beguP by
Coronado.
Throughout this enthralling narrative the reader is struck by two themes: the
terrible hardships suffered and endured by those early argonauts, fl.;i their
inability to benefit from the successes and failures of their predecessor& because
of the lack in those times of any organized document collection and retrieval
system. Fortunately for us, Harlan Hague, a Univ'ersity of the Pacific graduate
and a dedicated historian, has made accessible this fascinating story in a volume
which should figure prominently in any collection of Western Americana and
which, because of its handsome format, will doubly enhance any shelf it
occupies.
Thomas L. Carter, San Jose State University
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TilE BLACK HAWK WAR, 1831-32. Volume 1: Illinois Volunteers,
Compiled and Edited by Ellen M. Whitney, With an Introduction by Anthony
F.C. Wallace. (Springfbld, Illinois State Historical Library, 1970. xxvi,
682p., Appendix of Service Records and Reports, index. Its Collections, v.
XXXV. $20.00)
THE BLACK HAWK WAR, 1831-32. Volume II: Letters and Papers,
Part 1: April30, 1831-June 23, 1832, Compiled and Edited by Ellen M.
Whitney. (Springfield, Illinois State Historical Library, 197 3, xxii. pp. 1-660,
maps. Its Collections, v. XXXVI. $25 .00)
THE BLACK HAWK WAR, 1831-32. Volume II:Letters and.Papers,
Part II: June 24, 1832-0ctober 14, 1832, Compiled and Edited by Ellen
M. Whitney. (Springfield, Illinois State Historical Library, 1975. xiii, pp.661 1358, maps. Its Collections, v. XXXVII. $27 .50)
THE BLACK HAWK WAR, Ui31-32. Volume II: Letters and Papers,
Part III: Appendices and Index, Compiled and Edited by Ellen M.
Whitney. (Springfield, Illinois State Historical Library, 1978, pp. 13631541. Its Collections, v. XXXVIIT. $14.00)
With this final part of Volume IT the most comprehensive record of Illinois
volunteers in the Black Hawk War ever published or ever likely to be published is
complete, and the mon~mental accomplishment can be fully appreciated.
The Illinois State Historical Library had long contemplated the publication of
its holdings, considered the best single source of information on this conflict, the
"last full-scale Indian war in Illinois," but there was no sustained preparation of
materials until Whitney was assigned as project editor.
The transcription of the title pages, reproduced above, gives a good overview of
the contents but does not reveal the depth of the coverage, the additional records
discovered and added, the exhaustive research involved in locating and verifying
information,!the scope of the critical commentary or the careful annotations of
bibliographical, geographical and biographical details, much of which will be of
great value for the local historian and genealogist.
Appendix A of Volume II Part III contains a few additions that could be made
to the muster rolls as the result of additional source materials recently found in
Connecticut and the Illinois Archives. There are also a few additions and
corrections - about two and a half pages - to the three earlier volumes. Appendix
B lists the "sources used in writing the annotations as well as the sources of
original letters and documents published in this series of . . . papers. It is not
intended to be a complete bibliography . . ."
The index, which is for the two parts of Volume II, since Volume I has its own
index, includes identification for places and names when these are not given in
the text. All letters are indexed by writer and recipient, and militia units of
volunteers are also indexed under the name of the county. Sufficient detail is
given to identify which of numerous references will lead to the one sought; for
example, under "Horses" there is over a column of descriptive indexing
including references to related items.
The Black Hawk War has already won the 1975 Award of Merit of the
American Association for State and Local History; Ellen Whitney deserves
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additional recognition for this useful complement to her painstaking and
sustained labor, while the Illinois State Historical Library merits praise for the
excellence of the typography and binding.
Ernestine Smutny, University of the Pacific
PORTRAIT OF A SILVER LADY: The Train They Called the Zephyr, by
Bruce A. MacGregor and Ted Benson. (Boulder, CO, Pruett Publishing
Company, [Box 1560, 80302]1977. 357p., illus., facsims., index. $35.00)
1HE WESTERN PACIFIC: Railroading Yesterday, Toda~ and Tomorrow,
by Don DeNevi. (Seattle, Superior Publishing Company, 1978. 159p., illus.,
ports., facsims. , "Album of Railroadiana", photographs by Ted Benson,
index. $14.95)
Both of these books are fine first-class productions, with substantial and well
written text, and with ample and lavish illustrations, maps, and facsimiles of
timetables and documents. Both have been written by authors clearly in true
command of their topic, and from a feeling of deep affection for the train: the
Zephyr, and the railroad: the Western Pacific. Finally, both books use the results
of scholarship, research and reading, and a thorough perusal of archival sources
to put together a collection of historical photographs which is of an exceedingly
high quality.
Don DeN evi' s book on the Western Pacificfollows the standard format of the
publications of Superior Publishing. It is, however, of a much higher technical
quality than some of the previous books of this firm, using letterpress rather than
offset typewritten text. The quality of reproduction of illustrations and line
drawings is equally improved from earlier works. The Western Pacific is a very
distinctive western railroad, arriving late on the scene when it was completed in
1910 between Oakland and Salt Lak,e City, and built to provide competition to
the monopolistic grip of the Southem Pacific in northern California. The history
of the line prior to opening is therefore vigorous and complicated, and the phase
of the proposals and the conflicts wi~h the Southern Pacific form a major part of
DeNevi's book. The book continues with a thorough and informative review of
the actual construction of the line, the building of links with the east via through
services on the Rio Grande and Burlington, both passenger and freight, the
problems of the thirties, the introduction of the Zephyr, and the final emergence
of the modern railroad of the seventies. All aspects of W. P. operations are .
covered, includingrhe acquisition of the subsidiary lines in California, and the
links with the Great Northern at Bieber, California. It is a pleasure to
congratulate Don DeNevi, a graduate of Pacific, on this fine work.
Bruce MacGregor and Ted Benson have done an equally fine job for one of the
Western Pacific's best known contributions to passenger railroadmg, the
California Zephyr. The California Zephyr was the Chicago-San Francisco
passenger train introduced as a joint operation of the Western . Pacific, Rio
Grande and Burlington railroads in March 1949. As a train it set new standards
in design and comfort, and its greatest coup was the introduction of the Vistadome. All these ideas probably stemmed from the mind of the management ofthe
Burlington Railroad, since they were first tried on the famous Burlington Zephyr
trains. But the Western Pacific and the Rio Grande were essential elements in
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creating a scenic transcontinental route, and the first part of the MacGregor/
Benson book is devoted to a short but very informative history of the building of
theW estern Pacific. This is followed by a fascinating history of the development
of the Budd-built Zephyr trains and the launching of the California Zephyr. For
this reviewer, the chapter on the service and the crews of the trains was the most
interesting, and it is unique among the rail history books he has read. In this
beautifully written section we learn a great deal about the life of the porters and
kitchen staff, and of the planning of food and services. The style of the chapter is
suffused with human warmth and feeling. Portrait of a Silver Lady is a
magnificently produced book and well worth the price.
Roger Barnett, College of the Pacific, U.O.P.
WESTERN HIGH SPOTS; reading and collecting guides, by Jeff C.
Dykes; Foreword by Leland D. Case. (Flagstaff, AZ, Northland Press,
c1977. xiii, 192p., $12.50)
The Dykes' essays published in this handsome volume appeared first as
articles in various journals, such as the American Book Collector, and in various
Corral issues and Brand books of the W estemers. They form a good introduction
to the broad topic of Western Americana book collecting; Dykes' enthusiasm for
this topic appears on each page, and he gives the collector sound advice with his
friendly chats.
Seen as "my sport," :Qykes gives an excellent guideline; exercise patience,
and through patience acquire a skill in the "sport." This is the proper advice for
most book collectors. His beginning chapter on collecting modem western
Americana is followed by others on, for example, the westward movement, ten
outstanding books on the West, and " high spots of western fiction: 1902-1950."
"High spots of western illustrating," especially, can whet the appetite of many
collectors. His chapters on the range, ranches, and rangers will appeal to some,
while others will enjoy the chapters on Billy the Kid, Buckskin Sam, and the
"dime novel Texas." His concluding chapters are on books and dealers, the
rarities of the Dobie collection, and the Remington and the Russell rarities.
WESTERN HIGH SP,OTS will please the collector and lure the novice.
Erwin Burmeister, UOP Library

A GOLD RUSH VOYAGE ON THE BARK ORION: From Boston Around
Cape Horn to San Francisco, 1849-1850. A Unique Record Based
upon the Journals of Foster H. Jenkins, Henry S. Bradley, Seth
Draper, and Ezekiel Barra, Edited with an Introduction and Commentary,
byRobert W. Wienpalil. (Glendale, Arthur H . Clark Co., 1978. 298p., port.,
. facsim. illus., charts, appendices, bibliog., index. $18.25)
THE GOLD RUSH: Voyage of the Ship Loo Choo Around the Horn in
1849. Edited, with an Introduction, by John B. Goodman III. (Mount
Pleasant, MI, the Cumming Press. [465 Hiawatha, 48858], 1977. xxxii, 61p.,
notes.)
Gold rush fans, seafaring buffs, and armchair adverturers should waste no
time in adding these two books to their book shelf. Primary sources of
information on what it was like to sail around Cape Hom to the gold fields of
California, both books are rich lodes from which the reader can extract valuable
historical ore.
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The journals of the four seamen aboard Orion provide more than merely an
in-depth view of that long-ago voyage. The editor's method allows the reader to
compare separate accounts of similar experiences. Testing the reliability and
accuracy of individual perceptions, the reader is invited to become his own
historian on this two-ocean adventure. Editor Wienpahl, a California professor
of music, is himself a sailor of forty years' experience and has contributed a
particularly fine introduction to a book which is splendid in conception and
handsome in execution.
The name of the good ship Loo Choo sounds suspiciously like a sneeze, but its
career will delight any reader who is not allergic to the sea or to reliving the sea
adventures of the Michigan Argonauts who come alive in this book. The journal
and letters reprinted here give you the direct impression of "being there."
Though there are numerous books of this kind, the Loo Choo's record is a
compact and colorful one, and is ideal for readers who wish a short chronicle of
the times. John Goodman's introduction is vivid and informative, marred only by
his fondness for stirring cliches ("winds as fickle and capricious as a wayward
woman"). Like Cumming's earlier Monographs (see Pacific Historiap, Fall
1977) this handsome volume was hand set and printed in a limited edition by the
publisher on his private press, and its attractive binding is similar to them.
Bookmen as well as sea lovers will appreciate its charm.
Though widely varying in style and technique, both the Orion and Loo Choo
should be brought into your library's port, there to drop permanent anchor.
Howard Lachtman

NOTES FROM THE BOOK EDITOR
A PASADENA CHRONOLOGY, 1769-1977,RememberingWhen ...
Where. Compiled by Joyce Y. Pinney. (Pasadena, Pasadena Public Library,
1978. 140p., illus., bibliog., index. paper, $7.50)
Pinney has combed newspaper files, scrapbooks, clippings, periodicals and
archives to prepare this qutline history of Pasadena from the Easter day in 1769
when Portola took possession of the San Gabriel Valley up to Dec. 19, 1977,
when Christmas Tree Lane was opened. The name/subject index serves as a
finding key, but there are a few entries, e.g. "first orange seed planted," "first fig
tree planted" which did not appear under any index term I could think of.
As a reference tool and bibliography A Pasadena Chronology will be
invaluable to anyone needing quick identification for Pasadena local history, and
the hours Pinney spent in preparing it are well worth the effort.
SO FAR DISORDERED IN MIND: Insanity in California 1870-1930,
by Richard W. Fox. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1978. 204p.,
bibliog., notes, appendices, index. $10.00)
While this expanded doctoral dissertation centers on California, as a social
history it sketches, "in its wholeness, the ideological, institutional, and
professional network in which judgments of normality and abnormality took
place and were enforced before 1930- the years during which the 'moral mOdel'
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of deviant behavior was in the course of being displaced by the therapeutic
model." Who is defmed as insane, how are the "insane" treated, and what do the
answers to these questions tell us about the culture that made these judgments?
Fox traces the change in attitude in defining "madness" as unexplained or
perhaps mysteriously spiritual to applying it to incapacity for or refusal to work,
in other words the inability of the person to conform to the middle-class value
system and the inability or disinclination of that middle class to care for or
tolerate large numbers of"social deviants," especially in an urban environment.
As medical opinion and popular opinion changed, the concept of "mental
illness" as temporary and curable was distinguished from "insanity" which was
.. not. Fox traces the "institutional and ideological developments that underlay the
· commitment process in California," and examines the records of more than
12,000 individuals committed by San Francisco between 1906 and 1929,
developing profiles and statistical correlations which are surprising and quite
revealing in their implications. By 1930 the concept of mental iflness as treatable
and curable had led to the willingness of larger numbers of so-called deviants to
accept the role of" sickness" and the use of" appropriate" drugs in its treatment.
In the last chapter there is a brief discussion of the insane whose aberrant
behavior results in the commission of crimes and those who are permanently
unable to function in society. Fox concludes in these cases the state continues
the practice of long-term or lifetime care to remove such non-conforming
members from society.
VALLEY GRAPEVINE no. l, A Collection of Western Writing from the
Central Valley of California. Edited by Art Cuelho. (Big Timber, MT,
Seven Buffaloes Press [Box 214, 59011 ] 1978. 8lp., Black Jack #7. paper,
$3.25)
CHARLEY BUFFALO MOON and Other Northern Plains Indian Stories,
by Art Cuelho. (Big Timber, MT, Seven Buffaloes Press, 1978. 28p. paper
$2.50)
Cuelho, a prolific writer, seems to have transplanted himself to Montana, but
he obviously has retained his Valley roots. The Valley Grapevine is a
compilation of writing and writers germane to the Valley - stories, folklore,
·history and poetry. With about seventeen others, Richard Dokey, Hector Lee,
William Rintoul and Lucille Sandberg are represented in this issue.
Cuelho himself contributed three poems; four of his short stories are presented
in Charley Buffalo Moon. Each of the four portrays an Indian-white
confrontation of sorts, and in each case a blatant disregard for human values
results in violence and bloodshed. Read them by day - they are too strong for
bedtime stories.
MONO DIGGINGS, by Frank S. Wedertz. Historical Sketches of Old
Bridgeport, Big Meadows and Vicinity, Copiously Illustrated. (Bishop,
Chalfant Press, [Box 787, 93514] 1978. 258p., illus., ports., sketch map,
facsims., biblog., index. paper, $9.95)
Wedertz is the great-grandson of a Bridgeport pioneer whose progeny
"virtually populated the town," since most of them remained in Bridgeport after
marriage.
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F: or interesting and accurate local history there is nothing like having an
· English teaching native son with numerous relations, in-laws and friends whose
memories and family archives go back to the pioneer days that are chronicled.
Not only that, a number of them seem to have been good photographers, and
W edertz has made good use of their work to illustrate his sketches.
W edertz not only used these unique resources for many fine photographs and
many stories which could easily have been lost for want of a recorder, but he has
also drawn on published works and official records to give as comprehensive
a picture as possible of the settlement and development ofthe Bridgeport area of
Mono County.
THE GOLDEN GAZETTE: News from the Newspapers of 1848-1857;
Hundreds of Events Reported from the Exciting Years Following the Great
California Discovery of Gold, Edited by Dudley T . Ross; design by Jack
Galliano. (Fresno, Valley Publishing Company, 1978. 117p., sketch map,
facsirns., index. $7.50)
The Golden Gazette was originally a syndicated newspaper column and then
a monthly feature for several years in Westward in the nineteen fifties and
sixties. Ross drew his stories from the early newspapers and reproduces the style
of the headlines, inserts and advertisements. The carefully chosen human
interest stories and historical tid-bits have been edited so that the writing style
would not seem outdated.
The Golden Gazette is arranged chronologically. March-May, and Jan.Aug. 1848 are combined, but from Sept. 1848 - 185 7 a page is devoted to each
month.
For fun and background knowledge the Golden Gazette is a real browsing
delight. For the researcher the addition of an index with sources would have
added greatly to its utility, but might have made the price less attractive.
A SCOTCH PAISANO IN OLD LOS ANGELES: Hugo Reid's Life in
California, 1832-1852, Derived from His Correspondence, by
Susanna Bryant Dakin. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1978,
c1939. 312p., illus., sketch map, notes, bibliog., index. paper, $3.95)
This is the first paperback reprint of Dakin's sensitive portrayal of life in the
hacendado period of California, a period ended by the great Gold Rush. Reid,
whose life was cut short by tuberculosis, left a voluminous correspondence in
addition to the material he was compiling with the help of his full-blooded Indian
wife, Victoria. The Reids are best-known, of course, by the - one is tempted to
say melodramatic - caricature of them in Helen Hunt Jackson's Ramona,- their
own story, revealed in A Scotch Paisano, is far more poignant, ifless theatrical
than the distorted reflection.
THE VERTICAL WORLD OF YOSEMITE: A Collection of Writings and
Photographs on Rock Climbing in Yosemite, Edited by Galen A. Rowell.
(Berkeley, CA, Wilderness Press [2440 Bancroft, 94704], 1979, c1973. ·
207p., illus. [part col.] ports., glossary. $16.95, paper $9.95)
This breathtaking (literally!) book of first-hand climbing experiences is now
'ivailable in paperback. The magnificent photographs will hold you spellbound
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regardless of whether you thii:tk rock-climbing is the ultimate experience or the
height of folly. The text matches the pictures in generating a feeling of another
and very special world to which many are called but very few finally admitted.

TilE BATILE OF SANTA CLARA, January 2, 1847. by Dorothy H.
Regnery. 1978. With illustrations in Original Color by William H . Meyers.
(San Jose, Smith and McKay Printing Company [96 Santa Teresa, 95110],
1978. 154p., ports., facsims., illus., [part col.,], fold, sketch maps, notes
appendices, bibliog., maps . on lining paper, index. Limited edition [100
copies] $40.00, deluxe edition [800 copies] $20.00)
The Battle of Santa Clara was, as the title page of this exceptionally
handsome volume points out, "The only campaign in the Northern District
between the Californios and the United States forces during the Mexican War."
Regnery's extensively researched and heavily footnoted account of it will
undoubtedly be the defmitive source for this rather neglected chapter in
California history. It is frustrating, however, that often the footnote gives
additional text or an interpretation rather than a source for the footnoted
statement.
So involved are the personalities and the incidents of the "battle" that it is
almost impossible to evaluate critically Regnery's interpretation of the facts she
gathered without considerable repetition of the same research. It does seem clear
that her text will nourish warm debates over the roles played by several of the
participants.
The Historian review copy was received late; since the edition is very limited
and it probably will not be reprinted, we decided to use this short notice to urge
all California history buffs and libraries to purchase a copy before the supply is
exhausted.
EARLY DAYS: Memoirs, by OlafP. Jenkins. (Ramona, CA, BaHena Press
[Box 711, 92065], 1975. 273p., illus., ports. paper; $14.00)
BUILDING A STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY: California 1928-1958.
Memoirs, by OlafP. Jenkins. (Pacific Grove, the Author [Box 475, 93950],
1976. 124p., paper, $3.40)
TilE GREAT WATERSHED OF CALIFORNIA: Map Trek Along the
Unbroken Water Divide. Text by Olaf P. Jenkins, Maps by Adrienne E .
Morgan. (Pacific Grove, The Author, 1978. 41p., maps, paper, $4.00
postpaid; $1.00 to librarians)
Jenkins' remarkable memory, careful notes and sunny disposition combine
with a fluent pen to make his books a delight to read. The youngest child of the
first professor of Physiology at Stanford; he came to California in 1891. For
several years the family lived at Cedro Cottage, which had been Mrs. Stanford's
summer cottage when Leland Jr. was still alive. His memoirs of his childhood
and youth at Stanford are so enjoyable they should be read by anyone with an
interest in .Stanford or California as it was. The narrative is equally interesting as
it relates how Jenkins was attracted to geology and his development as a
practicing geologist, teacher, moving spirit behind the compilation of a
geological map of California and his years of service in the Division of Mines
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which culminated in his appointment as Chief of the Division of Mines and State
Mineralogist. There were few people whom he met or worked with for whom'he
has anything but kind words, and the stories of their adventures are often packed
with hilarious stories - as well as a fair amount of geology!
Every library of California should have these volumes, and history buffs
should certainly be aware of their value.
ALL DELIBERATE SPEED: Segregation and Exclusion in California
Schools, 1855-1975, by Charles M. Wollenberg. (Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1978. 204p., bibliog., notes, index. paper, $3.50)
Wollenberg's doctoral dissertati.on, revised for 1976 publication in hardcover,
has been re-issued in paperback with some post-1976 information. It shows in
historical perspective the "roots and fruits" of a school system which has been
largely "white Anglo" dominated and one in which all parties have now shown a
willingness to use the machinery of the courts to settle disputed issues.
Since there is no up-to-date history of the California school. system, few and
usually long out-dated histories of individual school districts and only one other
major study of discrimination in California schools (and that from a different
perspective) this documented study should receive wide attention.
WATSONVILLE YESTERDAY, by Betty Lewis. Historical Vignettes of the
Pajaro Valley and Surrounding Areas as Aired on Radio Station KOMY and
Sponsored by Mehl's Colonial Chapel. (Watsonville, the Chapel, distributed
by the Pajaro Valley Historical Assn. [261 E. Beach, 95076], 1978. 146p.,
·mus. paper, $3.00, $4.20 postpaid)
The cover subtitle is a good description of Watsonville Yesterday. Each
broadcast ran from three to five minutes, and the publication of this unit forms
Mrs. Lewis' sixth on the history and people of the Pajaro Valley. Since the series
is still continuing and Mrs. Lewis can obviously expect many more productive
years for historical research, we may hope for additional volumes from her pen.
TilE RIVERSIDE COUNTY COOKBOOK. Compiled by the Ladies of the
Christian Church of Riverside and San Jacinto, CA, 1898 and reprinted by
the Riverside County Historical Commission. (Rubidoux, CA Historical
Commission Press [Box 3507, 92519) 1978. 111p., paper, $5.00 postpaid)
As John Brumgardt notes in the foreword to this delightful little reprint,
complete cookbooks from early local groups of this nature are rare. Intended for
everyday use and using the foods available in the area, the recipes are clearly ·
indicative of the culinary practices and diet of early settlers.
Not oilly are the recipes fun to read, you may fmd one you have been wantingI found one for lemon pie using flour instead of cornstarch!
TLINGIT DESIGN AND CARVING MANUAL, Written and Illustrated by
Raymond E. Peck (Aan-Ta-T'Lootl) . . . (Seattle, Superior Publishing
Company, 1978. 65p., illus., diagrs. $9.95, paper $6.95)
·
Himself a Tlingit and Alaska native, Peck has studied Indian design and
techniques since his childhood. This book, prepared to help the novice, is almost
evenly divided, the first part containing examples of typical designs with details
and proper coloring indicated, while the second part is devoted to tools,
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techniques and materials useful in shaping and finishing the carvings, with
special attention paid to the proper choice (or making) and maintenance of tools.
The designs, however, will obviously be useful to any artist interested in the
Northwest Indians, not to carvers ~tlone.
111E ALMADAS AND ALAMOS, 1783-1867, by Albert Stagg. (Tucson,
University of Arizona Press, 1978. 173p., illus., ports., bibliog., notes, index.
paper, $5.95)
Stagg has earlier related the life of Friar Antonio de los Reyes, the first Bishop
of Sonora and his uncle several times removed. Here he traces the rise and fall of
the powerful and wealthy clan sired by the nephew whom Bishop de los Reyes
brought with him to Mexico in 1783 and from whom the author himself is
ultimately descended - Antonio Almada. A scion of a fine Portugese/Spanish
family, Antonio was both handsome and well educated; a fortunate love match
brought with it the control of rich silver mines which he and his sons after him
managed with skill and good judgment. Remarkably,' no family disputes
disturbed the close reationship of brothers, nephews and cousins until the
excesses of the Liberal Governor of Sonora, Ignacio Pesqueira, drove many of
them to side with Maximilian and led to the death of several prominent Almadas
and the loss of much of their property. It is interesting to compare their story with
that of the Sanchez Navarros (Pacilic Historian, Fall 1976) whose rise was quite
different but whose ruin was caused by the same error of judgement.
111E INDIANS AND THEIR CAPTIVES, Edited and Compiled by James
Levernier and Hennig Cohen. (Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1977.
291p., facsim., illus., bibliog., notes, index. Contribution in American
Studies, Number 31. $17 .50)
Levernier and Cohen have collected and dissected a representative sampling
of captivity narratives ranging from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries and
from Florida to, by extension of manifest destiny, the Polynesian Islands.
This chronological/historical analysis reveals changes in attitude similar to
those Savage discovered in Indian Life: Transforming an American Myth
(Pacific Historian Fall1977). The "Discovery" period more often depicted
the Indians as "human" and humane, while a later phase, "the Land Imperative"
era, abounds with narratives that can be called propaganda justifying the
removal of any obstacles to westward expansion. "Behind th~ Frontier" the
stories from a part of folklore, rewritten for the popular press and as moral tales
for children. In short, the Indian is at first a curiosity, then a source of help; when
he becomes an impediment he is a merciless savage with few virtues. At any
period the narratives may' be used for moral edification or to teach history,
reading and composition. Rarely, however, do those who used the narratives
include the positive values oflndian life and culture as shown in the accounts of
those who chose to "go Indian," stressing instead the example of the few who
became even more savage than the worst of their teachers.
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PITSEOLAK: PICTURES OUT OF MY LIFE, From Recorded Interviews
by Dorothy Eber. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1979, c1971.
96p., illus. [part col.] Text in English and Eskimo. paper, $5.95)
By 1970, when these reminiscences were taped, Pitseolak was about seventy,
and many of the old Eskimo ways had been permanently altered. In her
childhood, however, although the use of the gun had become common even in the
far North, many of the older cultural patterns offamily life, food, clothing and
amusements were not drastically changed. Fortunately, James Houston was
able to help the Cape Dorset natives record these traditions in drawings and
lithographs and sell them through an artists' cooperative.
Pitseolak' s considerable talents and her knowledge of the old ways soon made
her one of the best-known of the artists. For her, left a widow with several
children, "the Co-op" meant financial security, but it also brought artistic
satisfaction and the opportunity .to gain dignity and respect.
These sensitive drawings and skillfully elicited text present a graphic record of
a way of life that was "a hard life but it was good. It was happy."
SEVEN ROCK ART SITES IN BAJA CALIFORNIA, Edited by Clement W.
Meighan and V. L. Pontoni. (Socorro, NM, BaHena Press [P.O. Box 1366,
87801], 1878. 236p., illus., diagrs., tables, figures, notes, bibliog. Ballena
Press Publications on North American Rock Art No. 2. paper, $8.95)
In the preface the editors explain that the papers describing the seven sites are
an attempt to analyze and publish data gathered by "professional archaeologists,
students and avocational archaeologists willing to devote their vacation time to
some scholarly purpose." Unlike inost site studies, those represented have had
' as their purpose the systematic recording and mapping of every example of rock
art - a total enumeration of all the elements, picked, rubbed or painted. Only
through such complete records, researchers feel, can any appreciation be gained
of the relative frequence of the various motifs, any. likely interpretation of their
meaning, or the possible relation of one site to another.
The complete notes and original drawings and photographs (as well as site
locations) are on file at the Archives of Rock Art at UCLA, but this attractively
printed volume makes it possible for all those interested to share in the
interpretations and deductions made by the authors and to evaluate at least the
bases for their conclusions.

Ill

1HE CALIFORNIA INDIANS vs1HE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(HR4497): Evidence Offered in Support of Occupancy, Possession
and Use of Land in California by the Ancestors of Enrolled Indians of
California, Prepared and edited by Robert F. Heizer. (Socorro, NM, BaHena
Press [Box 1366, 87801], 1978. 130p. BaHena Press Publications in
Archaeology, Ethnohistory and History No. 12. paper $5.95)
As Heizer remarks in his Preface there was never any serious doubt that the
Indians had in fact owned California and that it had been taken away from them
without compensation. The legal process, however, had to be preserved, and so
experts were retained to assess and present evidence. He presents in this
attractive BaHena Press format the index prepared to the portion of the exhibit
material supporting the Indian claims to exclusive possession and permanence in
the hope that it will be of use to students who can benefit from such a ready
reference guide. The sections of the index include sta1ements on the land-owning
unit, documents on various kinds of native ownership of land and resources,
evidence of ownership, permanence and continuity of occupation. The fmal
section reprints the findings of fact and opinion of the Indian Claims
Commission, which are an interesting sequel to the summary of evidence
contained in the index. Heizer's words furnish a welcome "short guide to
information on California Indian land tenure."
1HE LITTLE SHADOW CATCHER: "lcastinyanka Cikaia Hanzi," D.
F. Barry, Celebrated Photographer of Famous Indians, by Thomas M .
Heski. (Seattle, Superi{')r Publishing Company, 1978. 175p., illus., ports.,
facsims., appendix, bibliog., index. $14.95)
Barry's long and colorful life had never been traced before Heski, an avid
history buff and Custer fan, did the careful research required to produce this
volume. And it is easy to see why - the photographs Barry made of the Indians,
the soldiers and the scenes.of their activities are so compelling that they, not he,
command the attention of the viewer. He used his considerable photographic
skills to enhance his subjects, producing at times carefully posed "period pieces"
and at others portraits so revealing that they rival the "candid camera" shots of a
later day.
Barry, whose eighty-year life ended in 1934, has long deserved the recognition
of a biography. His professional career began when photography was in the wetplate phase of its development, and his skill, coupled with a warm, outgoing
personality which won him friends everywhere, has given us an invaluable view
of our past.
TUOLUMNE COUNTY MARKS & BRANDS. 1850-1919; Stanislaus
County Marks and Brands, 1850 - 1851: The Hallmark of the Pioneer
Ranchers, Part I and II, compiled by Carlo M. DeF errari. (Sonora, Pepper •
Press [19833 Phoenix Lake Road, 95370], 1977. Two illustrated charts
suitable for framing. $4.50 postpaid)
Your Book Review Editor's face is almost as red as a branding iron - these
attractive charts were accidentally put on the wrong shelf and the review was
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never done. But it is not too late - they are still available, and still at the same
reasonable price.
DeFerrari is the Tuolumne County Historian; he has compiled the records of
the livestock brands for the County from 1850 (while it still included the area
split off as Stanislaus County in 1854) to 1919. The brands, reproduced in
brown on a heavy light buff paper, are in alphabetical order by the name of the
claimant. DeF errari includes the date and chronological order of filing, brand
location if available, ear marks, animals used on, dewlaps, as well as information
on the status of the brand (abandoned, transferred, additional owners, etc.).
If you have the wall space this will make a handsome pair, but the information
will be useful whether you roll, fold or mount them.
BIOGRAPHY OF A PROGRESSIVE: FranklinK. Lane, 1864-1921, by
Keith W. Olson. (Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press, 1979. 233p., bibliog.,
notes, index. Contributions in American History, no. 78. $17.95).
Lane's career, which ended when he was only fifty-seven, was a remarkable
one not only for its accomplishments but for its consistency. His · deep
commitment to governmental reform, progressive change, the value of
individualism and the wise use of natural - and human - resources led him to
serve at the local level in California and at the national level in Washington until
personal financial problems and failing health forced him to seek more
remunerative private employment. A true gentleman, an.intelligent and practical
idealist, a prolific writer and persuasive speaker, he was widely admired,
respected and genuinely liked by the American people as well as by members of
Congress and the government. No breath of scandal ever touched this Canadianborn statesman whom all considered prime Presidential timber in every respect
but the place of his birth.
·

CORONADO'S CHILDREN: Tales of Lost Mines and Buried Treasures
of the Southwest, by J. Frank Dobie. Foreword by Frank J. Wardlaw,
Illustrated by Charles Shaw. (Austin, University of Texas Press, 1978. 329p.,
illus., bibliog., notes, glossary. Barker Texas History Center Series, No. 3
$9.95, paper $4.95)
These yarns, told in Dobie's inimitable style, are as fresh and fascinating as
they were on their first publication in 1930 and as ageless as the will-o-the-wisp
treasures they describe.
This handsome reprint will transport many more enthralled readers to the
washes and desolate hills of the great Southwest where untold riches lie waiting
for the lucky ones whom fate has chosen to unearth them.
ABORIGINAL CORDAGE IN WESTERN NORTH AMERICA, by Robert
L. Hoover. (El Centro_CA, I.V.C. Museum Society [442 Main St., 92243]
1974. 52p.,_~ketch maps, bibliog. Its Occasional Paper No. l paper, $2.25)
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THE 1847 CROSSING OF IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND
BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO BY THE U.S. MORMON BATIALION,
by William M . Farris. Authorized by the El Centro Contingent of the U.S.
Mormon Battalion, Inc. (El Centro, I.V.C. Museum Society, 1976, 23p.,
illus., sketch maps, bibliog. Its Occasional Paper No. 2 paper, $2.50)
THE HOHOKAM, SINAGUA AND THE HAKATAYA, by Albert H.
Schroeder, With a New Introduction by Kenneth Hedges. (El Centro, I.V.C.
Museum Society, !975. 143p., illus., tables, sketch maps, bibliog. Its
Occasional Paper No. 3. paper, $4.50)
ON FOOD INGESTION IN THE BOBCAT (Lynx Rufus), by George J.
Miller and Rick Carron. (El Centro, I.V.C. Museum Society, 1976. 22p.,
illus.; bibliog. Its Occasional Paper No. 4. paper, $2.50)
THE KWAA YMII: Reflections on a Lost Culture, Recollections of Tom
Lucas, Recorded by Losa Cline and Illustrated by SuSaan Garcia. (El
Centro, I.V.C. Museum Society, 1979. 130p., illus., ports., sketch maps. Its
Occasional Paper No. 5. paper, $8.50)
These Occasional Papers of the Imperial Valley Museum Society range
widely in their coverage, as can be seen from the list of those published to date.
Hoover collects - and corrects! - material on the kinds of plant and animal
products used for cordage and the method of manufacture, with 21 maps showing
the areas of use.
Farris has recreated day by day the hardships endured and the accomplishments realized by the battalion of Mormon infantry soldiers on the portion of
their road-blazing march which lay between the mouth of the Gila River and
their successful passage through Box Canyon to Blair Valley in the San Diego
County.
Schroeder's study is a reprint of research originally undertaken for the
Museum of Northern Arizona and published in American Antiquity
(1957:176fl) and as Archives of Archaeology No.5 (1960), the latter in
microcard and no longer available. ,
Miller and Carron show in illustrated detail the food preferences and biting
and chewing habits of the bobcat; their photographs are not for the squeamish!
Tom Lucas, sole survivor-of a Kwaaymii subtribe of the Laguna Mountains,
served as informer for Cline in recording information on the culture of his people.
His artistically gifted daughter prepared several of the illustrations, which are
supplemented by drawings and photographs.
PAPERS CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY IN TEXAS, Compiled
and Edited by Malcolm D. McLean. Volume V: October 11, 1830, through
March 5, 1831 : The Upper Colony. (Arlington, University of Texas Press at
Arlington, 1978. 627p., ports., maps, facsims ., notes, bibliog., index. $25.00)
The volume of paper work required by the Mexican government and the snail's
pace of its mail service would have been almost beyond the comprehension of the
average Norteamericano of the last century, though our own bureaucracy and
the deterioration of our Postal Service now make such annoyance seem like an
average "situation normal - all fouled up!"
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This volume (see the Historian Winter- '78) contains over three hundred
documents which contribute bits of information - central or peripheral - to the
slowly emerging picture of land grants and land ownership in Texas before the
Texas Revolution. We might call peripheral the story of the Indian babies
adopted by the Mexicans who had campaigned against their charges' parents or
the "snafu" that prevented construction of the proposed fort at Tenoxtitlan (see
p.38 for a summary of the ironies involved here!). The circumvention of a
patently unjust decision of the Mexican government to exclude Robertson's first
colonists by an ex post facto application of a law relating to foreign immigration,
however, caused continuing problems for their proposed colony, while Austin's
questionable practice of back-dating some documents and jumping the gun on
others was to engender considerable grief for him.
McLean chose October 12 as the publication date for this volume in memory
of the date Colonel Francisco Ruiz arrived at what was to be the permanent
location ofTenoxtitlan; the logical date for Volume VI would perhaps be either
April 15, the last day for meeting the conditions of the original Nashville
Company contract, or February 4, the fatal day of Austin's application for the
"largest, but at the same time the least known, of the forty colonization
enterprises undertaken while Texas was still a part of Mexico," and one which
completely engulfed the entire acreage of Leftwich's Grant.
TWENTY MILES FROM A MATCH: Homesteading in Western Nevada,
by Sarah E. Olds, Foreword by Leslie Zurfluh. (Reno, University of Nevada
Press, 1978. 182p., illus., sketch map. Bristlecone Paperback Series. paper,
$5.50)
When Sarah Olds' husband sickened with "miner's con" and the future looked
bleak, her solution to finding a healthier climate was a mountain homestead
north of Reno. With unbounded confidence she managed to move her ailing
husband, five children and assorted animals to an almost-completed two rooms
and a pantry cabin. This absorbing story tells of hardships and trials, hard work
and accomplishments, all laced with mutual love and warm good humor.
Happily it all worked out well for Sarah; her husband lived for twenty more
years, her six children grew up to be fine, responsible adults and her own robust
constitution kept her alert and energetic to the end - she won a local cribbage
tournament the week before her death at eighty-eight.
Twenty Miles From A Match is a book to warm the cockles of your heart and
make you proud of the human race.
THE BELL RINGS AT FOUR: A Black Teacher's Chronicle of Change,
by Dorothy Redus Robinson. (Austin, Madrona Press, Inc. [Box 3750,
78764], 1979. 142p., illus., ports., facsims. $11.00)
Dorothy Robinson ends her" chronicle of change" by saying, in a reference to
her fifth grade teacher who let privileged students ring the bell for the school, that
"whether the school day ended at three, three-thirty, or four o'clock, I was
blessed with the privilege to ring the bell." In fact, however, as this story of
determination, dedication and achievement proves, she was walking proof that
for the true teacher the school day never ended, even if the bell rang at four~
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Special programs, PTA projects, extended education - all kinds of extracurricular and community involvement activities helped her build strong support
for the schools and a sense of pride in the participants. ·
Robinson herself is a proud woman, and she has reason to be proud in the best
sense of that sometimes misused word. The oldest daughter in a sharecropper's
family of six, she, along with her siblings, was helped and encouraged by her
parents to get enough schooling to break the chain of poverty that bound so many
" of her peers. Encouragement and work were also underlying factors of her
success in dealing with students, faculty and the community; she encouraged her
students to succeed, if only in small matters, to be proud of that success and to
build on it to greater successes. Warm and outgoing, she found friends wherever
she went, while her ability to cope and develop workable programs for different
problems brought recognition and honor. The Bell Rings At Four should be in
every school library from the fifth or sixth grade up - to inspire its readers with
the heart-warming success story of a truly fme and remarkable woman.
TilE COWBOY: An Unconventional History of Civilization on the OldTime Cattle Range, by Philip Ashton Rollins. Revised and Enlarged
Edition. (Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1979, c1936.
402p., illus., appendix, index. paper, $7.00)
That Rollins made a lasting contribution to the literature on the everyday life
and historic importance of the cowboy in the American West is attested by the
numerous printings of his 1922 work, which was enlarged and revised in 1936.
This attractive paperback reprints the 1936 edition, adding photographs of
cowboy gear taken in 1979 by Buddy Mays to replace the facsimiles of
saddlemakers' catalogues. The clear type and adequate margins make it a good
addition to any library that needs a copy.
KINSEY, PHOTOGRAPHER: A Half Century of Negatives by Darius
and Tabitha May ·Kinsey, with contributions by son and daughter,
Darius, Jr. and Dorothea. Produced by Dave Bohn and Rodolfo Petschek.
Two volumes in one - Volume One: The Family Album and Other Early
Work, Volume Two: The Magnificent Years. (San Francisco, Prism Editions
[Chronicle Books, 870 Market, 94102] 1978. 320p., illus., ports., facsims .,
notes and references. paper, $19.95; boxed set available)
This coffee-table size collection of magnificent photographs is a high quality
paperback reprint of the stunningly beautiful two-volume boxed set issued in a
1975 limited edition (see the Historian Spring 1976). On the human interest
level it is the story of a gifted, dedicated photographer, his equally gifted wife
whose dedication to her husband's work made her an exceptionally sensitive
darkroom collaborator, their children and their friends; on a large scale it is a
pictorial record of life in the Pacific Northwest from 1895 through 1940, with an
emphasis on the great forests, the incredible trees and, sadly but all too
inevitably, the logging of the virgin land.
The price of the paperback makes Kinsey, Photographer available at less
than 7¢ per oversize page - where else could you find such a great buy?
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FACTS ABOUT ALASKA: The Alaska Almanac, from the Editors of
Alaska Magazine®, The Milepost®, The Alaska Journal®, and Alaska
Geographic®. Revised edition, November 1978. (Anchorage, Alaska
Northwest Publishing Co., 197 8. 13 3p., tables, charts, sketch_ maps, bibliog.
references, index. paper, $3.95)
Fifty added categories have increased the size of this new edition of the
Almanac to a hundred and twenty-five, from "Agriculture" to "Zip Codes,"
(See Pacific Historian - Spring '78). For easy-to-locate facts on anything from
the ice breakup at Nenana, the best season for mushroom hunting or speed limits
to a copy of the Constitution of Alaska or the "best guess" population/zip code
for every community of over 25 people, the Alaska Almanac is the book to use.
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLISHED REPORTS OF THE ALASKA
ROAD COMMISSION, 1905-1957. Part 1: 1905-1925, prepared by
.Alfred Mongin. (Anchorage, Alaska Division of Parks, Office of History and
Archaeology [619 Warehouse# 210, 99501], 22p., facsim. illus. paper, free)
During the years covered by this pamphlet, the compiler notes, the Road
Commission was not only the "construction arm of the federal and territorial
governments in Alaska," it methodically recorded virtually every act, public or
private, that modified the environment of Alaska. Roads, beacon lights, bridges,
railroad rights of way, buildings, national monuments - all were recorded,
photographed and mapped.
A sequel is planned for 1926-1927; together the bibliographies will serve to
guide researchers to the proper agencies for the original records.

BLACK GOLD WITH GRIT, by J. Joseph Fitzgerald. (Sydney, B.C., Gray's
Publishing Ltd. [Box 2160, V8L356, Canada], 1978. 264p., ilhis., ports.,
diagrs., sketch maps, glossary, chronology, notes, bibliog., index. $14.95, plus
$1.00 postpaid)
_
This story of the Alberta oil sands was written to explain the background historic as well as geologic - and technology of the recovery of synthetic crude.
from the vast deposits in Alberta. So incredibly rich are these sands, the author
declares, that with efficient extraction the total yield could be 250 billion.barrels.
Fitzgerald also calls attention to the even more enormous oil shales of the
American West, which require an even more sophisticated technology, warnin~
of the ecological implications and the inherent problems. Although he offers
possible solutions, the basic thrust of Black Gold is to alert the Canadian public
to an incredibly rich resource which could change the economy of the entire
country.
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FARMERS WITHOUT FARMS: Agricultural Tenancy in Nineteenth·
Century Iowa, by Donald L. Winters. (Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press
[51 Riverside Ave., 06880]1978. 145p., tables, maps, appendices, bibliog.
notes. Contributions in American History No. 79. $15.95)
Winters examines in painstaking detail the data available from census records,
local assessment tax rolls etc., which relate to farm tenancy in Iowa at the close
of the frontier period.
Surprisingly, he finds little evidence that tenant shiftlessness, government
ineptness or landlord avarice played more than a minimal role. Instead of
·resulting from something that1went wrong with the" American ; Dream," the rise
tenancy actually provided a way to allow land use by farmers who, for various
reasons, could not meet the labor and expense of acquiring, equipping and
breaking in new land. Further, there is no evidence that, on balance, tenants were
less efficient than owners or that they could not eventually acquire their own
land.
Winters cautions that his study is based on evidence from the tenant
experience in Iowa, and it ignores the social/educational aspects of tenancy in
order to concentrate on its economic causes and effects.
THE COUNTRY RAILROAD STATION IN AMERICA, by H . Roger Grant
and Charles W . Bohi. (Boulder, CO, Pruett Publishing Company, 1978.
183p., chiefly illus., diagrs., "Essay on Sources," index. $22.50)
Railfans abound to hymn the sleek metal monsters that once provided the
motive power for goods and people, but far less frequently do we hear of the
buildings where these monsters received or discharged their cargoes. Grant and
Bohi, as evidenced in their "Essay on Sources," are long-time students of the
railroad station, especially the country railroad station. This study, which
primarily Illustrates in graphic detail the types of stations constructed by the
various lines for the larger and smaller communities they served, also points out
the unique place these structures filled in the economic and social life of a
basically rural nation.
A HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN-AMERICAN COMPANY, by P. A.
Tikhmenev, Translated and Edited by Richard A. Pierce and Alton S.
Donnelly. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1978. 522p., illus.,
ports., sketch maps, notes, glossary, index. $35 .00)
'GIVE US GOOD MEASURE': An Economic Analysis of Relations
Between the Indians and the Hudson's Bay Company Before 1763, by
Arthur J. Ray and Donald Freeman. (Toronto, University of Toronto Press,
1978. 298p., charts, tables, facsims., sketCh maps, appendix, notes, bibliog.,
index. $ 17.50, paper, $4.95)
Many books and articles have dealt with the fur trappers and the traders who
pushed into the great American continent, though much less is known of the
Russian penetration from the west than the European drive toward the west.
It is by a fortuitous chance that these two titles were published at roughly the
same time. The new and superior translation of Tikhmenev's comprehensive
history will allow wide use of a fundamental reference work which, though
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admittedly biased in favor of the Russian-American Company, is solidly based
on documents no longer extant. The translators, in addition to possessing a wellproved reputation for accuracy, are also able to achieve the other important goal
of translation, that is, a smooth, readable text which helps to sustain the interest
in the content. Not only is Tikhmenev a vital source for understanding the
Russian presence in North America and the Pacific in the last century, he
provides much of interest to the ethnographer and to the generalist.
The purpose of' Give Us Good Measure' is, of course, very dissimilar, though
it too relies heavily on primary source material. The Hudson's Bay Company
allowed full acces.s to its meticulously kept company records for six trading
posts, and this material, supplemented by wide research, allows an in-depth
analysis of the economics of the fur trade as it affected the Indians as well as the
Europeans. The authors recognize the adjustments made in their traditional
practices by both groups which allowed a relatively stable and harmonious
relationship to be maintained for !mig periods. The evidence also seems to show
that the Indians were far from unmindful of economic considerations, that
instead they were sharp traders and middlemen and quite capable of forcing
prices to rise.
The true economist will rejoice in the tables and statistics and charts; the rest
of us will appreciate the overview of contact impact on the geography, ecology
and culture of the new world by the incursions of an alien race.
Each of these books will make a substantial contribution ~ general knowledge
and understanding as well as serving as valuable research tools.
EARLY VISITORS TO SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA: Nine Accounts,
Edited by R N. DeArmond Wood Engravings by Dale DeArmond.
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company. [Box Y-EEE, 99509),
1978. 214p., illus., sketch maps, glossary of place names, bibliog. paper,
$5.95)
Nine accounts of visitors to the area of Alaska between Yakutat Bay and the
Queen Charlotte Islands were chosen for inclusion in this little tribute to the
Cook Bicentennial. The voyage of Cook, the first English-speaking explorer to
write of the area, heads the list; the other eight include explorers, traders and
naval officers· and were chosen "because they are lucid and unpretentious and
because they open a period of more than 70 years;" they are also informative and
interesting.
DeArmond provides for each a very useful insert map with a diagram of the
route and a short sketch of the voyage from which the account was excerpted.
Dale DeArmond (whose outstanding Raven: A Collection of Woodcuts was
reviewed in the Spring '76 Pacific Historian) has supplied attractive wood
engravings to enhance the attractiveness of this little volume.
UNION GUIDE TO PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS IN THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST. (Portland, Oregon Historical Society, 1978. 419p., illus.,
bibliog., index. Its Research and Bibliography Series, no. 5. $15.00)
Thanks to the efforts of Elizabeth Winroth, ably assisted by .the staff of the
Society and volunteers, this first-of-its-kind list of photograph collections .
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available to researchers in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana is not only
-.easy to use, arranged as it is by state, city and institution, it also reproduces a
number of representative pictures which are of inherent interest For each
collection there is an · address with information on the size of the staff,
approximate number of items· and a description of the scope. This description
includes as much information on subjects and photographers of special interest
·as could be obtained, and the index faithfully lists all these subjects and names,
indicating by underlining if the reference is to a photograph. For each state there
is also a list of institutions and organizations which have no photograph
collections, a list which will certainly save time for the researcher.
Finally, pages 329-370 contain a brief"how to do it" manual on acquisitons,
physical care, reproduction, storage and use of photographs which can be
helpful to individuals as well as small organizations lacking a professional staff.
This volume will be extremely useful. As a fellow union lister my only
suggestion would be that if Ms. Winroth assigned a sequential but skipped digit
"base number'' to each society (e.g. WIO W20, QIO, Q20, etc.) for each
collection and indexed by that number, it would be easier to locate, and when
additions are made the index would not have to be corrected in any subsequent
editions except for the photographs.

OREGON WILDUFE AREAS. Photographs by Bob and Ira Spring, Text by
Ira Spring, Edited by Harvey Manning, Maps by Marg Mueller. (Seattle,
Superior Publishing Company, 1978. 98p., illus., sketch maps. paper, $5 .95)
The Springs, well-known for their magnificent books of color photographs,
turn to a pressing need for Oregon - the establishment of permanent sanctuaries
for both game and non-game species.
Using black and white photographs taken for this guide, information from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Series and specially drawn sketch maps, the authors
describe, in the first section, twenty-three areas of the state. They also stress the
characteris_tic fauna (not much on flora) of importance and the importance of
intelligent "nature watching" to avoid so frightening the creatures being
observed that they abandon their young in panic. The last twenty-odd pages are
devoted to the "where, when and how of wildlife watching" and the division is by
the kind of animal or bird.
Small and well-arranged, this guide should be an indispensable guide for
Oregon nature-lovers.

OREGON'S SALTY COAST, by Jim Gibbs. (Seattle, Superior Publishing
Company, 1978, 160p., illus., ports., facsims., $14.95)
Gibbs has packed striking photographs and a wealth of information into this
latest volume penned in praise of his not-so-secret mistress, the alluring and
fickle Pacific. There are many stories of courage and cowardice, triumph and
tragedy, but the sea and storms dominate the stories and the pictures .
. The eight chapters cover the history of the coast from the early days of Spanish
sh1ps, the major rivers and harbors, the early towns, the attempts to make safe
harbors and the wrecks that continued to occur, ending with a.1ecdotes of the war
years. Pages 115- 160 show "a portfolio of camera studies" by Dennis C.
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Mavity, making a fitting close to a book of handsome photographs.
Oregon's Salty Coast is both rewarding and ~un, but m<;>re careful editing and
proofreading would have been desirable. Participles and adjectives with nothing
to modify and an accidentally repeated text usually do not prevent comprehension, but an omitted line (e.g., p. 34) can present a problem.
BIG TIMBER: BIG MEN, by Caro!J. Lind. (Seattle, Hancock House [12008
1st Ave., S., 98168] 1978. 157p., illus., ports., facsims, glossary, index.
$14.95)
Logging was a primitive, back-breaking, vocabulary-expanding contest of
man vs. tree in the days when loggers worked six months at a stretch in deep
timber with no conveniences, let alone amenities. Lind has captured the rough
and tumble, fell and jump for your life, survival of the fittest life of the clearcut
timbermen who slashed their way across the continent until the Pacific Ocean
halted their advances. The book pays a small tribute to the companies that tried
to improve conditions for their workers, but the outline of the response of some to
the efforts of the overworked and underpaid men to secure .decent wages and
living conditions is as frightening as the chapter on what happens when the
forests explode in a storm of fire.
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS: Essays on Border and Siouxland Writing,
in Honor of Herbert Krause. Arthur R Huseboe and William Geyer,
Editors. (Sioux Falls, Center for Western Studies, Augustana College, 1978.
160p. paper, $3.95)
Herbert Krause, historian and writer, was the moving spirit that led to the
formation of a Center for Western Studies, a place where research on the
northern prairies could be carried on.
This collection of critical essays on the outstanding writers of Siouxland and
the Middle border, a by-product of the Western Literature Association
Conference held at the Center in 1977, is a tribute to Krause and shows clearly
how little the country as a whole regards or appreciates "regional" writers, no
matter how excellent they may be. The attitude of the New York critic quoted by
Willa Cather ("I simply don't care a damn what happens in Nebraska, no matter
who writes about it") would seem to be still prevalent, else surely we would
recognize more of the names of the authors whose works are discussed here.
" ... the West is a territory of the imagination," and that territory can be
immeasurably enriched by reading not only these perceptive essays, but the
literary creations thatengendered them.
COLONIAL IMPROVER: Edward Deas Thomson, 1800-1879, by S. G.
Foster. (Carlton, Melbourne University Press, 1978, distributed by ISBS,
Inc. [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97 116], 209p., illus., ports., notes, bibliog.,
index. $19.95).
Foster, who prepared the original of this study as a University thesis, has
endeavored to assess the extent to which Thomson was an active influence in the
development of New South Wales and to what extent he was only an
administrator ofthe policies of others. Since Thomson served in the colony from
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1828 to 185 6, the last twenty years as colonial secretary under five governors, he
was involved in almost every aspect of colonial life, and Foster credits him with
many virtues and few vices. While not a brilliant statesman or orator, his steady
insistence on efficiency and the welfare of the community combined with his
unassuming personality and genuine commitment to social and civic improvement leaves no doubt that he ranks as an "eminently useful" colonist.
CALIFORNIA, THE GOLDEN STATE, by Msgr. Francis J. Weber,
Designed by Francis Braun. (San Buenaventura, Junipero Serra Press, 1979.
26p., 2~ x 3 inches, Distributed by Dawson's (535 N . Larchmont, Los
Angeles, 90004] $10.00)
Bound in golden leather with its pages gilt-edged to match, California
summarizes "the major statistical characteristics" of our state in a miniature
edition limited to 300 copies.
Although its size, beauty and price mark it as a collector's item (see also the
Historian, Spring 1977) there is a strong possibility that the short time you
spend in reading California will add something - maybe several things - about
the Golden State which you had not known before.
HISTORY OF SIERRA COUNTY, v. VI: A General History of Sierra
County, by James J. Sinnott. (Downieville, The Author 1978. 194p., illus.,
ports., maps, facsims., tables. $14.00)
With this volume Sinnott brings to a close (at least for the present) his uniquely
important contribution to California historical research, a detailed history of
Sierra County from the early days to the near present. He begins this "General
History" with a chapter on the geologic background of the county to explain the
location and distribution of the gold-bearing quartz veins which occur widely
within its borders and moves rapidly to the political development that resulted in
its formation as a separate county. Here one finds information on. the early
government,. including a roster of officials, statistics of economic and financial
affairs and a reP<>rt on schools and education. Since mining was of paramount
importance there are a number of pages on mines and mining. Two chapters
summarize the more detailed histories of the earlier volumes.
It is no easy matter to assemble for the first time the raw materials of a county
history, and Sinnott deserves congratulations as well as kudos for his
perseverence in research and in "putting it all together." One can almost say
that, like his illustrious fore bearers, he mined golden nuggets of information and
fact from granite schist locked in a mountain of documents or washed into the
stream of memories.
OCEAN OF DESTINY: A Concise History of the North Pacific, 15001978, by J. Arthur Lower. (Vancouver British Columbia, Canada V6T
1W5, University of British Columbia Press, 1977. 256p., illus., ports., sketch
maps, facsims., diagrs., notes, bibliog., index. $16.50)
To the European-derived immigrant of the United States and Canada the
Pacific has always seemed more of an alien barrier than a link to another
continent
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Pacific studies have tended to focus on West-East exploration and trade,
rather than Chinese and Japanese voyages to the east, while at the same tiine the
bulk of the studies have emphasized the role of the United States with little
regard to other nations with Pacific borders.
Lower's text outlines the history of trans-Pacific contact from the earliest
days, including a brief history of the major Asiatic powers. This summary of the
continual interaction, peaceful and not so peaceful, between the nations that ring
the world's largest body of water is written from a Canadian viewpoint and
assesses Canada's connection with the history of the North Pacific, its
economic, politcal and defense priorities. It is a salutory experience for those
south of the Canadian border to- see the world situation through eyes which are
just enough different to give a new perspective:: .o our often myopic vision.
AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE KELLY GANG, by Alec Brierley,
with a Foreword by Alan Marshall. (Carlton, Melbourne University Press,
distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116), 1978. 65p. paper
$5 .50)
This little picture book looks like an amusing comic for children, but its
historically accurate pictures and easy-to-read style present a true and poignant
story in a format that young or not-so-young can understand and remember.
Given the explosive situation in VictOria when the gold strikes were panned
out wealthy squatters or English company estates controlled the arable lands
and there was li.!!_l~ hope for the landless, unemployed poor to get work or land, it
is easy to see that the police, themselves often ignorant and prejudiced, would be
overly suspicious and provocative and that soonel" or later one of their victims
would retaliate. The Kellys paid·with their lives, but their fate resulted in a royal
commission to investigate the P<>lice force and helped to shape a better future.
LAST QUARTER: The Next Twenty-five Years in Asia and the Pacific, by
Malcolm Booker. (Carlton, Melbourne University Press, distributed by ISBS
[Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116] 1978. 228p., Reading List, index.
$20.00)
Last Quarter was not written for the United States market from the American
point of view; it is, as a result, an extremely enlightening and disturbing book.
The author is an Australian diplomat who retired after thirty-five years in the
foreign service, and this volume presents his view ofpoliticaVeconomic realities
of the present and foreseeable future as they relate to Australia's position in the
Pacific.
As he discusses the major areas of the vast Pacific basin he assesses the ability
of each to solve its internal problems and maintain its independence in the face of
continuing and increasing pressure from external forces. Obviously Booker is
concerned primarily with the future of Australia; what is frightening is his cool
analysis of the declining power and influence of the United States and the
indications that it no longer has the desire or means to protect its allies. His
judgment seems to be that we have already written off this half of the world as
"up for grabs" and are concerned only to be on the winning side. He may be right.
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SILVER, SIN, AND SIXPENNY ALE, A Social History of Broken Hill,
1883·1921, by Brian Kennedy. (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University
Press, distributed by ISBS [Box 555, Forest Grove, OR 97116] 1978. 202p.,
illus, ports., sketch maps, notes, bibliog. $17.95)
Kennedy grew up at Broken Hill; to this invaluable background he adds
scholarly research and acumen to tell the story of the desolate Barrier mountain
mining area that exploded into a metropolis with the great silver boom of the
1880's, only to see much of its prosperity vanish when the boom collapsed in the
later 1890's. Kennedy traces the fortunes of the miners through the bitter labor
strikes of the post war period. The recital of the grim statistics of disease and
death makes understandable the rise of fervent dedicated collective action to halt
the fatalities which eventually led to passage of the New South Wales Workers
Compensation (Broken Hill) Act 1920 which gave the men the best industrial
conditions of the Commonwealth.

THE RISE AND FALL OF MARVELLOUS MELBOURNE, by Graeme
Davison, (Carlton, Victoria, Melbourne University Press, distributed by
ISBS [Forest Grove, OR], 1978, 304p., illus., maps [chiefly facsims.] notes,
bibliog., index. $25.95)
Melbourne came into being as a port to service the pastoral hinterland, but the
gold rush swelled its population about five fold, and by the end of the 1850's the
town had begun to dominate the countryside. Davison, in a carefully researched
study that is an economic and at the same time a social history, traces the
meteoric rise of the metropolis with its boom economy, banks, merchants and
professional men, emphasizing how the desire for individual houses with a small
garden space led to suburban sprawl and the proliferation of trains and trams to
transport the dispersing citizenry. It truly seemed that the boom could continue,
feeding, as it were, on itself, but when the over-extended land boom collapsed
much of Melbourne's self-generating steam rapidly subsided, and "Marvellous
Melbourne" quickly became "Miserable Melbourne." Perhaps the term "fall" is
a little harsh, but surely there was a rapid decline and a period of painful
readjustment.
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LOOK AGAIN
That Winter night he died, I knew the gray
Slopes of his world would never ripen to green;
The branches, heavy with emptiness in May
Would sag and fade, though June should intervene.
Encased in Winter dark, my grief was shielded
Till March blew coldly past; then April's color
Burned into my despair until it yielded
To reverence for his remembered valor.
Some living texture of petal, warmer than white,
Lifted my hesitant eyes - from cyclamen
To tulip tree, to the hills now gentle with light.
The rhythm of seasons pleaded, "Look again."
Margaret Fraser (Lampson)
Written for my husband, Robin Lampson,
who died on February 7, 1978

